4 o Noveilber 25, 1993 » the Gazette

News

Science needs more openness: McNeil

by Carolyn Smith

Science must become more demo-
cratic. But is this to occur at the ex-
pense of the scientific research that
may one day provide us with a cure for
cancer, or cleaner fuel for our cars?

This was one issue among many
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confronted in Dr. Maureen McNeil's
lecture “Feminism Confronts the Sci-
ences: Science for all the people,” de-
livered toacrowd of forty last Wednes-
day as part of the English Department
Lecture Series.

Although much of McNeil’s lec-
ture was drawn from the work of other
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feminist theorists, McNeil showed a
broad understanding of the issues. She
pointed out that there has beena long-
term tendency in science to exclude
women both formally and informally
through psychological and social barriers.

Crucial to understanding this ex-
clusion is the historical process that
made having knowledge a profession.
This professionalization took knowl-
edge out of the hands of women healers

and midwives and putitin the hands of

the new, male health professionals.
Dr. McNeil wonders why we should

be surprised at the sexist tendencies of

science. “Why should we expect that

what is regarded as the epitome of
Western culture should distance itself

from the main values of that culture,
to break... from a fairly ubiquitous
pattern of gender divisions and gen-
der inequalities?”

Biologicalandhumanscienceshave
had as part of their mandate the in-
venting and defining of women’s lives.
McNeil used the scientific preoccupa-
tion with finding sex differences as an
example of male-defined science.

Dr. MeNeil says that recent devel-
opments in the study of gender rela-
tions of science include the acknowl-
edgement that women are not victims,
and that they generate theirown knowl-
edge. Abandoning a tendency toward

CoNTINUED ON PAGE 5

Dr. Maureen McNeil
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ARE YOU HAVING DIFFICULITES

Unreasonable Landlords? University Regulations?

Finances?

If you are getting
strangled in red
tape or are
simply unsure of
where to go to

resolve your
difficulties, then
contact the

OMBUD.

OMBUD’S
OFFICE

Room 403
Student Union Building

494 - 6583

Academics?

The OMBUD
will advise you
on procedures of
redress or
mediation and
will work toward
achieving
equitable
solutions.

DON’T LET NEEDLESS COMPLICATIONS RUIN YOUR YEAR




