The outside chance
of Maximillian Glick

by Morley Torgov
Lester & Orpen Denys
Review by Geoff Martin

Maximilian Glick is a twelve
year old Jewish kid living in a
northern Ontario city of 50,000
people, named by the author, affec-
tionately at Steelton. Steelton, from
Torgov's description, does not
sound like a nice place, especially
to grow up in. For Max, his world
centers around the small Jewish
Community of nearly 100 including
his parents, grandparents and the
local Rabbi.

This is Torgov's second novel.
The first was also set in northern
Ontario, where, as the superficial
blurb states — “the social climate
falls into the same category as the
seasonal climate — an ongoing act
of God best endured with a maxi-
mum of resignation and a min-
imum of talk.”

This book 1s typical of the Cana-
dian genre of “provincial litera-
ture”, with Stephen Leacock’s Sun-
shine Sketches of a Little Town as
the genre’s model. As humour,
Torgov has definitely hit the right
cord with this one. In places the
book is very funny. not because of
the on-going plot but because of
characterization. anecdotes, and
odd situations.

The book is very light. but it isn't
at all vacuous. It deals with the real
problems of being Jewish in a typi-
cally gentile society. and in doing
so turns social prejudices into
humourous situations.

As the family patriaach Maximi-
lian's grandfather. Augustus Glick
is very proud of being Jewish, and
generally does not seem to have
very much use for the goyim. Then
there is grandmother Bryna and his
mother Sarah. who argue over
every issue which comes up just for
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the sake of it, like a manifestation
of their own generation.

One of the two most interesting
characters in the book is Derek
Blackthorn, a cigarette smoking,
often drunken fugitive from the real
world, with a past as mysterious as
the real colour of his front room
carpet. The house was, in Max's
mind, “a two-story ashtray.” Black-
thorn teaches Max piano, and of
course Max has become proficient
at it.

The other interesting character is
the second Rabbi. He replaces
Rabbi Kaminski, a nice compas-
sionate secular sort, who is killed
by a bus midway through the story.
His arrival sends a shock-wave
throughout Steelton: He is a Luba-
vitcher, from an orthodox Jewish
sect with customs like their Euro-
pean predecessors — black frock
coats, wide-brimmed black hats,
and long, untrimmed beards and
sideburns.

Rabbi Kalman Teitelman
appears stolid and serious at first,
but appearances can be deceiving
— when one of the members of the
Jewish community is honoured by
the city of Steelton, Rabbi Teitel-
man is asked to speak at the ban-
quet. However, he finds it approp-
riate to make jokes for ten minutes.
ridiculing the mayor, the guest of
honour, and everyone else. includ-
ing the delinquent Minister of Cul-
ture who happens to be in
attendance.

As it turns out, Teitelman aspires
to be a standup cornedian. Sarah
and Bryna argue over whether Max
will be a judge or a doctor, and
Max quite simply wants to get out
of Steelton. Probably forever. The
Qutside Chance of Maximilian
Glick is a delightful novel, and a
good example of today’s collection
of Canadian literature.
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I TRAVEL CUTS has the best prices I
available to Australla and
New Zealand

Auckland fom $420 l
Sydney fom $420 I
Melboume from 5510

® Prices based on US dollars

® Double price for return fare

® Departures from Los Angeles

® See TRAVEL CUTS for special fares
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The travel company of CFS

TRAVEL CUTS HALIFAX
Dalhousie, Student Union Building
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Willie Wear...

Most people don’t understand this
unconventional designer line.

You will
Create an image for 50 bucks.

Sized for Guys and Gals.

Color your legs in fashion
8 shades, in sheer to all-cotton opaques.

THE WEST END CLOTHING CO.

Bayers Road Shopping Centre — 454-8387

Photograph. Sarah forgoy

Killing Joke
Marianne Faithfull

Thompson Twins

A Child's Adventure WEA

Orchestral Manoeuvres in ~ Dazzle Ships Polygram
the Dark
U2 War WEA
Chris Hall Quiver (ep) Capitol
Side Kicks Polygram

compiled by psychedelic eric, music director,
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CURRENT ROCK ALBUMS GETTING AIRPLAY ON CKDU RAD[OI
i
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31 March 1983
ARTIST TITLE DISTRIBUTOR
Bananarama Deap Sea Skiving Polygram

Birds of a Feather A&M

ckdu

DALHOUSIE TIGERS
NEED YOU!

Managers are required for the following
teams for the 1983-84 season:
Hockey

Soccer
Swimming

Men’s & Women’s Basketball
Men’s & Women'’s Volleyball
Field Hockey

The Manager’s Duties include providing administrative
ssistance to the Head Coach, making travel arrangements
nd promoting the sport.

s well, people are needed for Student Security:

Security duties include: crowd control, seating assisiarice,
rking, safety and policy implementation.

Remuneration is available for all positions.
Call Us For More Information
Dawn McDonald, Athletic Department, Dalplex




