
Universal Suffrage in Austria
The mont remarftable political movemeOnt in E-uro»Pe at the Pr**ent momentt Îs the illihi

lai Austria-Huniarp foir Universal Suffragge. The accompanyinjg article and
photoliraphe have just been received fromn a Canadian in Vienna.

A N associated press despatch of December iststates that the. Lower House of Parlient
at Vienna had passed the second and third

reading of the new universal suffrage bil. This
grants an equal franchise to every maie Aus-
trian over twenty-four years of age who is able to read
and write. Heretofore the voting power rested on
property alone.

The figlit over this billlias lasted one year, says the
despatchi, but of course the agitation is of long standing.
In the history of Socialism in Falgrave's "Dictionary of
Political Econoiny," it is recorded that, at the Labour
Congress of Mardi, 1894, a resolution demanding uni-
versai suffrage and recotum-eiding a general stri<e in the
event of its refusai was passed by 66 ^against 42 votes.
Hence this agitation lias lasted at least twelve years.
Austrians are now likely to enjoy what Canada lias en-
joyed for hall a century.#

The significance of the mnovemnent is that it mnay stein
tlie tide of disruption. For years it lias been predicted
that wlien the present Emperor passed away, Austria
andi Hungary would separate. In the Germiai Confed-
eration, formied in 1815, Austria was the leading state
and president. In 1,466 came the war between AuLstria
and Prussia, now almost forgotten, which ended in
Austria's defeat and a new North German ConfederatiQu
froni which she was exdluded. Siiice then Austria bas
devoted herself to the tas< of amnalgarnating the varions
nationalities of Soutli-East Europe under lier hegemony.
Hungary, liowever, lias been ruled by tlie Austrian
monarclis for two liundred and fifty years. If the new
mnovernent will tend to peace, good-wiIl aud nationalisin,
Anstria-Hungary mnay see happier days.
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Vienna is lier architecture. lu no other city un the
world may one see sucli spacious, beautiful and sub-
stantial buildings. There is flot only one or a dozen,
but hundreds. Every public building, whether it bie the
Parliament House, Post Office, City Hall, Railway
Station, Royal Opera, Court Theatre, Votive Churcli,
New Hospital, or Military Barracks, are ail things of
beauty and work of the bighest art whicli challenge the
admiration and wonder of every visitor. The cost of
tliese buildings, the private paiaces, stock exchanges, and
private dwellirgs was somnething enormrous. The Court
Theatre bufit only sixteen years ago cost over eight
million dollars. The resuit is rents lu Vienna are very
higli and the cost'of living, as comnpared witli other
capitals, mnuch lu excess. This fact, however, does not
deter foreigners from flocking liere in winter lu tliousands
to study mnusic and maedicine. The City Clerk informed
me it was estimated from the police returas tliere were
at least one liundred thousand foreigners resident in the
city during the winter miouths, chiefly Japanese, Chînese,
Frenchi, Germans, English and Ainerican.

The display of wealtl inl Vienna is somnething stu-
pendons. Ladies attend the operas aud theatres, concert
halls and cafes loaded witli jewels and dresses which
rivai those of Paris. The Russian nobles, wlio at pre-
sent find tlieir usually cold dliruate too warm, rnay be
seen daily driving splendid equipages lu the Prater, whule
the restaurants are crowded with people wlio seera to
hiave no otlier business un if e than to spend mo11,y. The
sliops, whicli for fashion and elegance, ri ' ai London or
Paris, afford every opportunity for tliose who desire higli
priced articles to ligliten the weiglit of their purses,
while the theatrical attractions, tliough comparatively
clieap because of their numnbers, afford another avenue
tlirough which money mnay be quickly dissipated. N"ýo
one requires to go to Monte Carlo to gamble, There are
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