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New Plays of -the Wueek
<'Hindie Wakes," "The Higb Road, " "Peg o' My Heari, " and Oihers

By JOHN E. WEBBER

THF, traditonal lul in theatrical activity,
whîch invariably precedes the Christmas
week, has been broken by the arrivai of
several new plays, amnong them, one, at

least, proving a. genuine dramatic event. Like
so many of the current successes of the season, the
piece ini question cornes by way of London, where
it is said to have created very much of a sensation.
"Hindie Wakes" is the title, and Mr. Stanley
Houghton, heretofore unknown-outside the cotton
districts of Lancashire, where its scenes are laid,
is the author. "Hindie" is any one of the centres
of the textile industry, and "Wake" the local name
for the annual week of holiday, which in the play
as in the continental St. John's Eve, symbolizes an
interruption in the ordinary routine of conventional
life-an interval when primitive instincts corne to
the surface. This is what happens to Fanny Haw-
thorne, one of the mili hands, who goes with the
niiîl owner's son to spend a week end at the sea
shore. The affair is found out by the parents of
both and naturally assumes a more serious aspect
than the merely "good timec" they intepded. The
young man is quite willing to marry the girl, but
she refuses this conventional expedient for her
moral regeneration, insists on her equal responsi-
bility, and decides to work out her own saîvation.
To disclose the interesting denouement would lie
to rob intending spectators of a genuine surprise.

T HEapperance of Mrs. Fiske in a new play is
~H alasa occasion of more than ordinary in-

terest. She has chosen for her vehicle this year
"The High Road," written by Edward Sheldon,
author of "Salvation, Nell," "The Nigger," and "The
Boss." The heroine of the new play is a woman
who rises to a high place ini the world of humanity
by sheer qualities of lieart and mind. We see lier
first as a girl in the narrow environments of an
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has been a white slave victim
until lier escape, is devoting her
life to wiping ont the Scarlet
Band, as the white slave gang
is calied. In this purpose she is
assisted by her brother, an As-
sistant District Attorney. To get
information she works as a
stenograplier for Pedro Alvarez,
leader of the gang, wlio poses as
a cutlery merchant. To prevent
the band f rom killing lier brother
and to, save lier own if e, she
lias to kill Alvarez. Through the
intervention of a newspaper re-
porter Margaret gets into the
service of Winthrop Clavering,
author and amateur. detective,
who writes stories based on
crime. H1e writes about the
Alvarez murder and Margaret
isconipelled to, take it dowri un-
der his dictation. Her guilt is
discovered and Clavering is
about to surrender lier to the
police, thereby endangering her
brother's life, wliom the gang is
holding as a hostage. However,
he is finally persuaded to help
her and save her brotlier's life.

"THINDISCRETION OF
ada pted by J. HartIey Manners from the W'lkie
Collins nove1, "Man and Wife." Trutb Coleridge
indiscreetly consents to clope witli one Bruce Dar-
reil, a gentleman atlilete, wlio suffers a physical
breakdown. Darrell takes lier to a Scotch inn,
where alie is ohhiged to represent lierself as a mar-
rîed woman in order to gain admittance. This,
according to an old Scottisli law, constitutes a mar-
niage. Darrell is summxoned away almost imme-
diately and sends a Capt. Greville to look after
Trutli, The Captain, to protect tlie girl, asks for
lier as his wife, wlidlih also constitutes a presumptive

Mrs. F'iske in "The High Road."

Tlie two imposed a burden beyond the

strength.

"T H, the great Drury Lane spec

the Manliattan Opera House, is a smnashing
f romn start to finish. The delighted audienc
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