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Chateauguay-HON. SYDNEY FISHEïR was defeated in
Chateauguay by the Government candidate.
This was to be expected. If the Governmeit

had flot 'believed it could carry the conistituency it
would not have opened it first. The wise party
managers have been justified of their political
wisdom.

Wliat is the significance of the loss of this Liberal
seat? Probably as littie significance as should have
been attached to the Drummond-Arthabaska'election
in 1910, in which the Laurier candidate was beaten
by the Bourassa candidate. That was a flash in the
pan. This is lîttle more because the ýLiherals were
not in a position to meet the determined attack
of their political opponents. There is no reason ta,
believe that the decision reached by the constituency
was based either upon the relative merits of the
candidates or the relative merits of the party plat-
forms. Rather it was a case of an opposition can-
didate being suibmerged by a government candidate
because of superior force and method.

It may. liawever, have an indirect influence upon
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and make him more willing to
:agree ta a hi-partisan settiement of the naval ques-
tion. It may help ta prove to him that a joint
settlenient of this great national issue is the best
lie cari hope for. If so, the sacrifice of so goad
a candidate as Hon. Sydney Fisher may be a bless-
ing in disguise.

Congratulations

M OST people who are in a position to know
agree that the Montreal Gazette is one of
the best edited papers in Canada. It is also

a splendid newspaper, even thougli it may bc less
popular than some of its more "fr'othy" contemn-
poraries. Therefore, it is pleasant ta be able ta
quote this leading political daily in favour of the
attitude takeni by the CANADIAN COURIEiR and'other
independent papers as to a hi-partisan settlement of
the naval question. In the course of an arýticle on
the postponemnent of the proposed imperial con-
ference, the Gazette says:

".It would be wellIfî, all through the Empire, the
,question of naval and mhlltary defence could b. re-
inoved fromn branch of polluies wherein everything
Is used for the~ maklng of votes anid the making of
votes ouly."

With the Winnipeg Free Press leading Liheral
ýopinion in this direction and the Montreal Gazette
leading Conservative opinion, it begins to look as
if our national reputation might yet ýbe saved.

Zealand fleet operating in the Pacific and a British-
Canadian fleet operating in the West Atlantic, with
naval base in Bermuda. This is the best policy hie
lias yet devised. It comes nearer ta, the ideas of
the Domninion than either of his, previaus polici.es.
Just where lie got the idea no one knows, but a very
similar scheme was outlined in the CA'NADTAN
CouiE of April l2th by R. S. Neville, KC., a
prominent Conservative, of Toronto. Other Cana-
dian, Australian and New Zealand writers have
urged that there should be a "Dominions Fleet" in
the Pacific. The idea ai a Dominions-British fleet
at Bermuda is apparently a newer idea whiýýh may
bc original wîth Mr. Churchill or the experts of
the navy departmnent.

But what a spectacle Mr. Churchill presents.
Last autumnn lie was aIl for a central fleet in 'the
North Sea, ta which ahl the Dominions shall con-
tribute. He persuaded Mr. Borden that this is the
only sensible mnetliod of Empire defence. A few
months afterwards, lie modified lis views and pro-
posed an Imperial -Flying Squadron at Gibraltar,
ta which the Dominions sliould contribute Dread-
noughts. Two or three months later, hie sends part
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stop ail the senseless bickering as to, who is loyal
and who is disloyal. The charge that Canadians
cannot establish a naval service equal to that of
Australia and New Zealand will be answered once
and forever.

Just what part Premier Borden has had in work-
ing out this new plan is flot clear. The despatcli
indicates that lie was flot wholly pleased with the
"Gibraltar Flying Squadron" idea, and lias agreed
to the newer plan of a Canadian-Australian-New
Zealand fleet operating in the Pacific and having its
base every other year at Vancouver and Sydney.
If ail this is true, then Mr. Borden is likely to corne
out of this long discussion with m'ore honour and
glory than some of us had anticipated.

So far as the JCANADIAN COukiuR is concerned,
any schenie whicli. will eliminate the idea of per-
manent money contribution and which will create
a naval service which will appeal to -Canada's pride
and self-respect, will be welcomed. The details are
unimportant -so long as the main principles are vindi-
cated. If Mr. Churchill and Mr. Bord'en have
worked out sucli a scheme, theywill receive their
due nieed of praise fromn ail those who put country
ibefore party. Ail classes of Canadians are clamour-
ing for a settlement which will enable Canada ta
ýkeep faith witli Australia and with the Home
authorities.

<Sir John Thompson, Nationalist

L AIST weec, we quoted from a speech by Sir
John Macdonald, in 1865, in which. lie clearly
spoke of Canada as a nation, in alliance with

the Tjnited Kingdomn and the other self-governing
coloniies-or "dominions," as tliey are terined to-day.
As the founder of the Conservative party, his atti-
tude should be of some importance to the Conser-
vative party of to-day.

There is one other outstanding figure wliose
opinion is entitled to equal respect with that of Sir
John Macdonald. That figure is Sir John Thomp-
son. Speaking in Troronto on January 6th, 1893,
the successar of Sir John A. in the leadersbip of
the Conservatives expressed these statements:

"Every man who le a Canadian at heart feels that
ibis country ought toi be a nation, will be a nation;
and, please God, we shall help ta make it a nation.
But, sir, we do not desire that i shail be a separate
nation, but that i will be a nation In htself, formhng
a bulwark to the British Empire, whose traditions
we admire, whose protection we enjoy, and: who has
g1ven to, tbis country ln the fullest degree the rlght
and power of self-government, and agreed to, exteud
to the people of thls country every facility whieh a
self-governed and Independent people could desire ta,
have."1

Thus the opinions of the two Sir Johns were the
scame--they believed in Canadian nationality coin-
bined witli British connection. They were neither
of them centralisis. They both believed that Down-
ing Street rule had gone neyer to return. They
believed in "the development of Canada as a self-
gaverning nation within the Empire."


