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fellow. Karl Is there, and wI11 be
glad of your company. Miss Perowne
wll lend you assistance up the stair-
way."1

Fritz was helped to lis feet. After
a moment's dizziness he expressedl
hîmself ready to do as he was told.

"Take Miss Perowne's arm," sald
Saunders, "and if that Isn't enough
you can have mine as well, But I
wish to stay down here and flot risk
missing anything."

"You mean-?"
11 mean I expect Cyril bacli at any

moment, and 1 want the lady out of
the way."

"Exactly," said Fritz. "I under-
stand. I have every confidence in your
left arm. But what of the beast Blrn-
baum?"

"The beast Birnbaum -is at the bot-
tom of the cellar steps. His descent
was rapid and Involuntary, and 1 don't
regard him as a factor In the situa-
tion."

"Damaged?" asked Fritz.
"Quito a lot, I shuid think, fromt

the way he squealed. Commofi hu-
manity would suggest our descending
the stairs and ministering to bis afflie-
t1ons, but common humanity Is a sen-
timent conspicuously absent In MY
bosom at the preseir junctiire."

The hard speech jarred a littie on
Phoebe, aibeit the stern bassons of
the crisîs had not altogether passedl
lier by. She was stili a woman; per-
haps more truly so ti-an heretofore.

"When I have helped Fritz up-
stairs," shte said, "I will do what 1 can
for the poor wretch."

"Yoi. will do nothing of the sort,"
said Saunders. "I am In command
hore, and that Is the mot d'ordre.
Birnbaum possesses, a sharp kuife aud
a [black heart. He is about as sa.te
to approach as a wounded tlger."

Phoebe bowed meekly to the master-
fui speech. She badl learned to ap-
preelate maRtery, the. mastery of
strong meuhood that la of use lu the
world.

A S soon as lie bail the place to imn-
self Saunders set t.he lamp lu an
angle, so, that while the. romi re-

maiued lighted the curtained alcove
wus Inuideep ghadow.

Then h. examiued his revolver care-
flillY. levelled It aeveral times at vani-
Oua obJects to make sure that bis baud
Weas steady, aud entreu'ehed bimself
in the. gloom behiud the. curtain.

His preels, period. of waltiug was
twenty-three minutes-sud It seemed
a ceutury!

There are times, doubties, when
killing i5 nlo Iflrder, but to çmlt In a
dIsmat den w1th the fixed intention
Of putting a bullet Vhrough a fellow-
creature's braiu Is a trylng experieuce
to, the toughest nex-ves and the steru-
est conscience.

It had bison Saunders' fate to kil
PlentY of men lu the heat of battie,
and If hes had kill.d calmly, e-yen lu
the press of combat, It had been witb
IlerVes quickened and set with the
8eluse of personal -danger, sud a mInd
Stlrred, If flot uuduly exalted, wIth
the magie stimulus of a lethal cons-
test.

But now lie telt to the. fil the hon-
ror and beastliuess of alaylu;, uni-
See-n and Iu ambuali, a v1gorous, fult-
bloded mans lu the prime ot ilie. A
ýe158 Of OPPresslon weigbed down and
Ob8essed has soutl, as If some frigiitful
spirit wuy5 present lu the. room, crus-.
1119 him with iLs terrifying Influence.Tl add to hi troubles the îamp began
to burr quearly; the. fiaine fliclred
UP and4 the oit gurgled; objects whlch
l'a hiitiierto been still sud inanisnate
fliek8I'ed and sifted nefore hiR satrain-

'I aze, and the. shadows dan'ced a
!!rdTont on the filthy fluor and

And4 Yet tii. heart of hlm stood fa!5t
and Invincible. The. slayiisg vas
rle'8egOrY. virtuoiis, snd InevltabiS.

13 t Ws oe mn'slite agatit many.
Y CYrI'a desth alone could peace be

brlet tu the. land, and Justice be
0110 toth awfuI hein of ç*nimlaisd.

Ilel'a nlght to be over-nlce lu
hl athOds; pity would b. a cuipable

th an he steeled hls heart with
w 1tles determination of a man
Ill 0k>ws the dIfference between

c'Ind we.mnss
At &Bt the hatetul perlod of wadt-

WsOver. There were sounds of
,tetdoor oe.ing, and thoIn thes
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