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creasing as the hands approaciied the
boni, of ten. Almost to a second bie
wa.s rewarded by the sight of a tall,
gaunt figure in bLack emerging from
one of the cottages in the cove and
strilcing into the road that skirted the
littie settlenment. It was Nathan
Craze, starting on his tour mile tramp
to the Wesleyan chapel where hie of-
ficiated as deacon. It was a snnfy
day, and tbe glint of the metal clasp
o! tie huge bible hie carried was plain-
ly visible to the boy in his eyrie.

Thenceforward hie gave his sole at-
tention týo the entrance gates of the
Tower, and twenty minutes later bie
saw an object which at that distance
resembled an elongated beetie crawl
out of the dr-ive and clown the shoulder
of the bill into the main road. The
boy was well aware that the beetie
was the equipage in which the long-
suffering Jenny, gently urged by
Timothy Pascoe, wa-s conveying Miss
Canlyon and Mrs., Pengarvan to
church.

The boy had evidently been waiting
for the passage of these worshipPers
from eat and mansion before breaking
cover. No sooner had the chaise dis-
appeared than he left the ruin and,
after speeding like a hare across the
wind-stunted grass of the beadiajul,
struck with practlsed fest into a steep
patb which brought him to the cove.
Glancing fearfully to right and le! t,
lie slipped into the door of Nathan
Crazo's cottage.

"Marry" hie cried in husbed tones.
"Marry, are you there? It's Billy."

As URPRISED exclamation sounded
overhead, and Marigold came
down the stairs, which were little

better than a ladder, into the living-
room.

"Wby, whatever Is the niatter? Has
your shîp been wrecked?" ghe asked,
scanning lier brother's drawn face
anxlously.

"Not that I kuow of; I was lef t be-
hind," replled the boy, his lips twitch:-
lng, as tihough bie was on the verge of
tears. "And speak 10w, Marry. The
neigbbours-no. uer father eitber -
mustn't know. Give me something to
eat. Plu starviflg."ý_!

Slhe set food before thlm, watching
while hie ate raveuously. ,A faint
colour rnounted ln bis cbeeks, but the
hunted look was stillinl bis eyes.

"1Wherd' have you, bean since 'The
Lodestar' s.ailed?" the girl asked when
hie pushed bis plate aside.

"Making my way bere ait nigbt and
laying up by day," was tje reply. "I
have been frightened, Sis, and I bad
te bide."

"You must have done somebing very
wrong?"

"I b aven't donre any harm, but there
are reasons wby 1 mustn't be seen tilt
Captain Pengarvan cornes home
again," the boy rejoined sullenly.

Marigold was ait a loss what to, malie
o! hlm. He was such a merry *îttle
fe]Iow as a rule, prone te maiséhief, per-
haps, but fearless and open as the day.
Shle could hardly believe that titis was
the same lad who had gone blithely off
to joîn his ship ten days ago, promis-
lng te bring> a parrot when bie returned
from the. voyage whlch It seemed, was
te be no voyage at ail. She, had hea.rd
that morning front a neighbour of the
xnurder o! Jacob Poigleaze lu Fai-
Meuth, but sie did not conncct the
tragedy wlth bier brotber's uniexpected
appearance at the cottage.

"I don't quite see wby you've corne,
Billy," she sald, "if you mustn't be
seen titI- Captalu Peugarvan le home
agaîn. That will be tour inonths. and

igpht be six. How are you to lve lu
titis tiuy cottage wlthout father kuow-
ing, for instance? You say that even
hie niustn't be let into the secret of
your haitng been-left behlnd."

"HeP'd ropes-end It out of mie. and
another secret titat's back of it," re-
plled Billy. "I'd rather anyone sbnuld
know but hlm. 1 watched hlm off tu
chapel before 1 dared corne down."

"Then tell me just witat you want
me to do, littie brotheir,' said Mari-
gold gently. "'i'l do anvthlug 1 can.
What was ln your mind when you came
t-o me for help?"

"I titongtif 1!ou'd bring nme grub
I'd camp lu Smu.ggler's Hole-tite cave
In thte cliff under thbe Tower. Tt's Ilke
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