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has existed in them a channel through
which have passed communications
from enemy agents to enemy employ-
ers.”

“I can see the possibility, but a
practical method of communication
looks difficult. How was it done?”

“In the most absurdly simple way.
Real ingenuity is always simple. 1
will give you an example. An Eng-
lish prisoner in Germany has, we will
suppose, parents in Newcastle, by
whom food has been sent out regu-
larly. He dies in captivity, and in due
course his relatives are notified
through the International Headquart-
ers of the Red Cross in Geneva. He is
crossed off the Newcastle lists, and
his parents, of course, stop sending
parcels. Now suppose that some one
in Birmingham begins to send parcels
addressed to this lately deceased pris-
oner, his name, unless Birmingham is
very vigilant, will get upon the lists
there as that of a new live prisoner.
The parcels addressed to this name
will go straight into the hands of the
German Secret Service, and a chan-
nel of communication will have been
opened up between some one in Bir-
mingham and the enemy in Germany.
Prisoners are frequently dying, new
prisoners are frequently being taken.
Under a haphazard system of indi-
vidual parcels, despatched from all
over the British Isles, it has been
practically impossible to keep track
of all the changes. For this, and
other good reasons, we have had to
make a clean sweep and to take over
the feeding of British prisoners by
means of g regular organization, which
can ensure that nothing is sent with
the food which will be of any assist
ance to the enemy.”

“That is a good job done,” I ob-
served. “Have you evidence that
what is possible has in fact bheen
done?” j

‘“We have,” said Dawson. “Not many
cuses, perhaps, but sufficient to show
the existence of a very real danger.
It is, indeed, one particular instance
of direct communication which has
brought me to you to-day. Orders were
given not long since that all new
cases, that is, all parcels addressed to
prisoners whose names were new to
local lists, should be cpened and care-
fully examined. Some six or seven
weeks ago parcels began to be sent
from this city addressed to a lieuten-
ant in the Northumberland Fusiliers.
Accordingly in compliance with the
new orders all the parcels for this
lieutenant—which usually consisted of
bread, chocolate, and tins of sardines
—were examined. The bread was cu!
up, the chocolate broken to pieces, and
the ting opemed. If the parcel con-
tained nothing contraband, fresh sup-
plies of bread, chocolate, and sardines
tc take the place of those destroyed in
examination were put in, and the par
cel forwarded. For the first two
weeks nothing was found, but in the
third parcel, buried in one of the
loaves, was discovered a cutting from
an evening newspaper which at first
sight seemed quite innocent. But a
microscopic search’ revealed tiny
needle pricks in certain words, and the
words thus indicated, read when taken
. by themselves the sentence, ‘Important
naval news follows.” At this stage I
was sent for. My first step was to in-
quire very closely into the antecedents
of this lieutenant of Northumberland
Fusiliers. I found that his friends
lived at Morpeth, that he had been
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O win this war every ounce of the
strength of each of the allied nations
_ must be put forth to meet the organized,
trained and disciplined efficiency of the Central
Powers—that gigantic, ruthless force which is the result
of fifty years of planning and preparation.

And every ounce of every allied nation’s strength is in
the hands and brains and hearts of the individuals of
each nation, because they are free peoples.

Now the individuals of each nation must live as well as

fifght, therefore a proportion of the effort and material
of each nation must be diverted from war purposes to
living necessities,

So the less each individual takes for himself or herself
ff)r personal use the more effort will there be left for
fighting and winning the war.

Every cent you spend represents that much effort be-
cause somebody must do something for you in order to
earn that cent—somebody’s effort must be given to
you instead of to the war.

Therefore the less you spend—the less of somebody’s
effort you take for your individual use—the more will
you leave in the national surplus for war effort.

The war can be won only by the surplus strength of
the allied nations. The money each individual saves
represents that surplus strength.

So the truly loyal Canadian will use less, spend less,
and save more, to help to win the war.
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