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flme n sat i thle rotuinda of the liotel.
-1 have inýv*edl somie ladies to dinner and
hope you, ,wii join us," said the younger.
The otlier acqulesced readilv: lie was feel-
eWliat bored, and bDesides lie liked Pendleton.
met the youngl miinîng broker for a business
nent two days before, and admirjjed thei wav
h lie carried the situ1ation, becauise, for Pen-
the events of the necxt few daYs m-1eapt a
made or lost. ,Cbl rptyha
held anl option on a1 Coatporyta
ýrothers of Boston th-ouglIt of buying, and
v would the commission and profits on the

i-+ rnniiertion with such a fin

lije gave full swing to lais narrative. He lnad intend-
cd to be modest concerning bis owti experiences, but
with a symlpathetic question or two she had elicited
ail the facts about his fanions pistol practice with

"Hai Cok,'and she toasted the victor at the finish
as a tribute to the undauinted spirit.

Then the conversation turned aside into cjuieter
channels of reminiscence; they were discussinig a
former dininer and ýt was Hebdon's turn to listen.
ii mind detadlied itself and wandered hack to the

deal, wondering if Pendieton couinted Miss Munroe
amiong th.e possibilitieýs that fortune was just then
holding out to him. Certainly they seemed very
intimiate. Hle admired more than ever the younger
man's cool balance; what an amusing fellow lie was,
this off-hand, quick-witted produet of American
hustie, playing for big stakes and his mmid sharp on
the gamre, yet ready for an evening's enjoymeflt, and
stili no loser in the race since in this hare-like diver-
sion lie took the tortoise with hum! Sncbl must have
been the type Kipling had in mmnd when lie wrote
of the "emnbarrassed gods," for, did the occasion
arise, 1-ebdon f elt certain ,thp.t Pendieton would
blandly offer St. Peter a drink and take a contract
for repaving the golden streets, to be subseqnently
relet witli a wide margin of profit. His wandering
attention was arrested by a sentence from Pendie-

ack at him across lier glass.
'I she said, "but 1 do not deny

it 1" Penieiton liastily protest-
Iayfnl deprecation; lie liad a
narrying man to uiphold, and
as not yet secure!
n eddy of thouzht and threat-

Amused by the evident- striving for legal f ormn
lie put a plain "John Helidon" under her naine, and
passed it over to the witnesses. Amid mucli protest
they sîgned it, Pendieton demurring particularly at
the second clause, and Helidon found lier uit when
in answer to bais request for the* custody of the paper
slie playfully shook lier liead.

"I amn going to keep it as evidence in a suitfo
breach of promisel 1"

"But I arn more likely to be the plaintiff."
"In that event, I shall have to bribe Sir john,

for ail those cases are tried in bis court." ,
As the hour was already late they decided to

ignore the dlaim. of the one fashionable theatre.
wbere a popular star was nigbtly crowding the
house, and to try their fortitude with the question-
able deliglits of a melodrama.

S"I know the man who wrote it andI want to
see if it is as ýbad as they aIl say !" had been Miss
Munroe's conclusive reason, and as they were al
in the rnood for the unconventional thing, a very
little coaxing and a judicious reminder froîn the girl
that "no one will be there," soon ýwon over the
demurring chaperon. In the short walk to the
theatre the little party fell into a natural division.
"You miust not separate fiances," liad beeni the ver-
dict, and the host looked as thouigl bis punishinent
were excessive.

The alleged "badi(ness" proved to he aIl a niatter
of style uinrelievýed b)y any 'but the miost patently
moral situations, witli anti-liquor strongly in the
lead, and the party of four assumied, with the unicon-
scionis egotisin of the wvell dresseýd, that the chiarac-
ter of the play permitred conversation;- so, wlien tbey
left the theatre Ilelidon and -Miss 1Mnroe knew
somiething more of each other. Athol felt a strong
liking for this big mnan in the great yellow fur coat,
as lie escorted lier back to the hotel for supper. At
the dloor, drawing himself up to bis full heiglit, lie
said:

"I would have you know that 1 arn ambitions !"
and altiougli the words were, only a piece of the
absurd acting of the eveninig, a niew interest was
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