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If Forests are to be Saved, Aeroplanes must
Play Big Part

A business mnan's conclusions f ollowing a personal investigation of the value of fiying.

By EDWARD BECK, Manager of the Canadian Pulp and Paper Association.

(EDITOR'S NOTE:-Mr. Beck rceently niade au aerial reconnoitre of portions of the St. Maurice Valley,
Quebec, in, a Cusrtis flying boat under the guidance of Forester-Photograplier Townsend, of thw Lauren tide Com-
panyj, Lîmited. The seaplanc, driven b/I Pilot Wilshire, is owned by the Laurentide Air Services and employed
during the summer in patrolling the St. Maurice Va/le/ to deteot lires and to make photographiec surveys of
the Laurentide Company 's timber resources. The trip took in the entire region betwcen Lac La Tortue and
Lake Clear, the day being especially advantageous from a flying standpoint.)

COMPETENT authorities esti-mate that 5 to 10 per cent.
of the forests iu the St.

Maurice Valley have been damagcd
bY fire this season, which has been
one of the most disastrous ever ex-
Perieuced in that region."

"While the statement'as to the
size of the fire-swept area does not
maean that 5 to 10% of the stand-
ing timber iu thc valley has been
destroyed, since there is. usually a
good deal of timber that eau be
salvaged after every lire, the actual
loss is stili very considerable, while
the poteutial loss-the destruction of
Young forests first getting their stride
-i8 still more serious."ý

"The lires, are not confiued to the
limlits of auy single company. Prac-
tieally ail those owning or operatiug
linits in the St. Maurice Valley are
amnoug the sufferers, some to a
greater exteut than others. The
greatest damage seems to have been
douae lu the Chluue Lakes and Ver-
nmillon ]River districts, the newly-
b1urut areas lu these districts cover-
iug thousands of acres lu extent aud
Preseuting a bleak and gaunt ap-
Pearance to the observer from the
air. These are net the only places
'isited by lire this suxumer, however,
'-5 the lJpper St. Maurice has been
the seene of more than a score of
disastrous buruiugs.

"-Au official statement'given ont at
Quebee, places the mouetary value of
the timaber destroyed by ire already

th8Year at somethlug like six mil-
b'Ous of dollars, belug the equivalexit
0f the growth of 600,000 acres. Even
{th se imypressive figures f ail to briug

<le the full extent of the disaster,
'hic-h eau only be appreciated by

th6s lu intimate toucli with the
sitation or who are responsible for

~the carrying ou of the industries
"eO8e existence depends upon a cou-

t130118 and abundaut supply of
'eo«The receut rainy season has

brought a temporary respite fromn the.
scourge of lire, but no one knows
how soon this may give way to an-
other period of drought and a new
time of peril.

Protection Inadequate

"Opinions differ as to the origin
of this year 's lires, but everybody
agrees that the preseut protective
meaus are altogether inadequate.
The railways and the settlers, ac-
cordiug to *those nearest the scene,
have started fewer lires this year
than formerly. Irrespousible huters
and lishermen are held to blame lu
mauy cases, while deliberate incen-
diarism is also charged lu some.

"The newly promnulgated regula-
tions of the Departmneut of Lands
and Forests are expected to be of
benefit lu preveuting lires if con-
scientiously enforced during the haz-
ardous seasons, but practical. f orest-
ers do not look upon them, as at all
suflicient.,

"Experieuce has brought the. con-
clusion that the only way to safe-
guard the Quebec forests from de-
struction by lire 18 an adequate sys-
tem of aerial surveillance supported
by a sufficient number of lire rang-
,ers' camps situated at proper inter-
vals lu the woods.

"Thie aerial observer hias immense
advanitages over ail others. H1e eau
detect a lire at a range of from fifty
to sixty miles and eau reach it lu as
mnauy minutes as it would take hours,
if not days, by any other mlode of
cenveyauce. Hie has the advantage
of beixig able te cîrcumuavigate the
threateued area, discovering instan-
taneously the lire 's direetion and
locatiug its niost vuluerable ap-
proach. Fire rangers ou foot om'¶u
canoes eau see but a small section
of a lime at eue time. They ex-
pemieuce great dxfficulty lu learuing
its direction. Fmequeutly their ef-
forts, uudirected, are reudered. futile

on this account. Absence of trails
hampers their ingress and egress and
renders their progress slow and inef-
fectual, so that as a mile, the rang-
crs' crew approaches its task haif-
heartedly, overwhelmned by the ob-
stacles opposed to its work.

"luI co-operation with fire-fighting
camps established at distances of
a huudred miles or so apart, man-
iied with crews of from six to eight
men, available at any time to, re-
spond to an alarmn equipped with
suitable fire-fighting apparatus, a
sea-plane, such as those IIow in use,
(aithougli better machines for the
purpose are available), could spot a
fire, fiy to the nearest camp, retumn
with the men and put them. at work
before the blaze got well under way,
it is claimed. Many :fires which
might otherwise prove destructive
could thus be extinguished in their
inciient. stages, while others could
be kept within relatively restricted
areas.

Camps Self-Paying

"These camps would not be ne-
cessary except during the partiduw
larly hazardous seasons which occur
ini the months of May, June and
September. Operated in connection
with seaplanes they would, in the
opinion of those best fitted to judge,
reduce the fire hazards in the Que-
bec foreets to, a minimum and pay
for their cost many times over every
season. Iu the long mun, it is claimed,
they would be less expensive even
than an adlequate system of observa-
tion towers aud telephones, which
ai e impracticable so far as the St
Maurice Valley is concerued, and
infinitely more effective. They offer,
in fact, the only real solution of the
forest problem as it exists iu this
province.

"The two 'planes iu use iu the dis-
trict this summner have given a good
account of themselves, haviug de-
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