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"ihis’ didcussion as early 241846 carried the question of substituting the poticj*of
prchlbltmg dram-shops by law instead of licensing them into municipal snd 'Stlite
elections; and resulted in'1880 in the election of & legislature favourable to prohib{tion

The ¢ Msine Law, it hotild be observed, absolutely prohibits the sale of diétilted
and fermented liquors as a beverage, but suthorizes the municipal officérs of the
several towns and cifies “t3’ dppoint an agent to sell the same for medicindl and
mechanical purposes. It also dllows the sale of cider and wine made from frait gfown
in this State, although anothiét ‘enactment, popularly known as the ¢ Nuisance Aot,’
imposes severe penalties on the sale of any kind of intoxicating hquors, even ﬂn{dgh
they be called ‘cider or niative wine for tippling purposes.

The ‘manufacture of rum or aleshol to be sold in quantities of not less that tHirty
gallons, to town agentd is allowed on certain conditions; but at the present time I am
not aware that there is any distillery in this State.

Although publie sentiment was reasonably prepared for the ¢ Maine Law when
first enacted in 1851, yet an Aét which suddenly prohibited a traffic that had a.lways
been authorized very Hattirally excited bitter opposition at the outset. In &pite of
violent opposition in ¢very towh, in spite of the failire of many prosecutmg oftfcers,
#nd evén jtfmrs % dlscharge their duties faithfully, in spite of an orgamzed political
Oppouhéﬂ ‘at the polls 1h 1852, 1853 and 1854, t6 secure the election of a Leglslaf:‘&;-e
favordblé t6 a repéal, thé Taw wis Well sustained and everl grow in favor, and ‘was
having s perceptible influénce in breaking up the liquor ‘trafc and resh'almng ﬁhe
evils of intémperanice. Unfortunately in the early part of 1855, in dlspersmg a mob
which had gathered in the city of Portland on the occasion of some procedure under
the ‘Maine Law,’ one mah ws killed, The enémies of the law seized upon "this to .
influence the public mind against the prohibitory system, and at the State olbcttbti’n
September, 1855, succeeded in choosing a Legislature which in the winter of 1856’ fe-
pesled the ' Maine Law,” and substituted the most_ stringent license law ever- placed
upon’the Stetute Book. - This ticenise law, however, proved a failure; and at the Biate
elections in 1850 and 1857 legislators were chosen by a large mhpnty, whick ini‘ Y558
re-enacted the prohibitory 1aw. Before it went into effect, however, the question” of
prohibition of license was submitted to the  people, and the vote stood for prohxintioh
28,864; for licéenss, 5,912, 'The vote ‘was very light.

The bensficial influence of the re-enactment of the ‘Maine Law* was &t otice sp-
parent; espevially throughént ‘the rural parts of the Staté! The oppositiori” tb it
obviously grew weaket' from yest 0 year, and although theré Woers frbquetit sttertipts
to sécure a lagislature favorable o its Tepeal, yet they always fafled. *' The tetperatice
seirtiribht of the State bécame so preponderant in nearly all the'dotinties as € seotire
8 ldrge part of the muni¢ipal .and prosecuting officers; and Jarors™ ¢aine td' regird
violations of the liquor law in the same light as violations'of othief ‘sheitttes) T'He th-
fluenos of thie 1w as'ts teftiipévative elducator, even Whentonly phrtislty ‘GHiBHced! was



