
fhis dicüssion as erly adi846 carried the question of substituting the pblbf
prchibiting dram-shops by la'w instead of licensing them into municipal and' fYte
elections; and resulted In155O in the election of fa legislature favourable to prohibItion.

The 'Xiaine Law, it ihoùld be observed, absolutely prohibits the sale of distilled
and fermented liquors as a beverage, but authorizes the municipal offlios Ôtthe
several towns and cities t6 àþpoint an agent to sell the same for mediciabÌ and
mechanical purposes. It àleo allows the sale of eider and wine made from fruit twn
in this State,' althongh anothe enactment, popularly known as the 'Nuisaice& t,'

imposes severe pénalties on the sale of any kind of intoxicating liquors, even thödâgh
they be calléd 'eider or tiative wine for tippling purposes.

The nanufacture otrum or alcohol to be sold in quantities of not less tha tHlrty
gallons, to town agents, is allowed on certain conditions; but at the presenttime 1 am
not aware that there is any distillery in this State.

Although public sentiment was reasonably prepared for the 'Maine ta' whn
firet enacted in 1851, yet an Act which suddenly prohibited a traffle that had Ià s
been authorized very iaturally extited bitter opposition at the outset. In spite of
violent opposition in êery towh, in spite of the failure of many osecuiù o s
hnd v#enjfrors t diecharge their duties faithfully, in spite of an" organizèd polida1
ôpýþe'tr>i at the ôlls E15, 183 and 1854, to secure the election of aLegis1s 6ame
favoràbI ï a ejai',ttèifas Well suàtained and eved g'ew ii >avor,1 and was
having a perceptible i nde in breaking up the liquor trafflc and restráiining the
evils of intàmperance. Unfòrtunately in the early part of 1855, in dispersing a mob
which had gathered in the city of Portland on the occasion of some procedure under
the iMaine Law,' one mah wùs Iilled, The enemies of the law seized upo' thIs to
infhieehce the public mind àgainét the prohibitory system, and at the State elüttoïíh
September, 1855, sucCeeded iW choosing a Legislature which in the winter of 1S59 e-
pealed the' Maine Law," nd 'substituted the most. stringent lcense law ever pIaËed
upontheSttute Book. This ficetse law, lowever, proved a failure; and at thié'tie
elections in"1850 and 185't legislàtors were chosen by a large màjority, *hice in1968
re-enacted the prohibitôry la*. Before it went into efect, howhe', the qußitioW>uf
prohibitidoh',olicese waà subrhitted to the people, and the voté stood för prohibitioi,
28,864; foeidense, 5,912. 'The Vote Was véry light.

The bendficial influence ôf the re-enactment Of the 'Maine Law Waá at onie' p
parent, espeially throughôùt "the rural parts of the Stat. The ôp;osltion té It
obviously gre weàkelifroin yèea to year, and although therè efe"neunt aitetiâs
to séecute a legislature favoràle to its repeal, yet they alwayn faled.4 Theila*e
seixtirèlat ot the State becare so0prepônderant in nearl'y all the 6ittéW as « setu'.
a large rt of the munloipal and prosecuting officers; and )n'ots chine td regfr4
violations of the liquor law in the same light as violations'of othe1i"trtete "T!I 4n

nen'ot the l eàw a' t 6%M ciraucator, ew *hn<only pi4.fàYeiy L& was


