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FACE TO FACKE WITH A BOA

The boa constrictor has a long, scaly head,
which is broad Dehind, and the tail has a
single row of subcaudal scales. They are
aboreal, and watch for their prey, swooping
down on its head first, seizing anl coiling
their long and stout body around it. ‘They
reach twelve feet in length as a rule, and it is
said that some are more than twice as long, but
there ave grave doubts about the truth of the
statement.  The  ornamentation i rather
peculiar, and there is a long series of markings
extending the whole length, composed altern-
ately of great Dlackish stains o spots irregu
lwrly hexagonal, amd of pale, oval stains or
spots notehed or jagged at cither end, the
whole formming a very elegant pattern. It has
the habits of the family, and is restricted to
the tropical parts of South America.  Prob-
ably this was the snake which was worshippaed
by the natives, and it has o strange literature
attached to it of stories of the most wonderful
kind, and it has heen confounded with the
anacondi, which forms the next genus of the
sub-family,  Bates onee, onan inseet-hunting
expedition, met a boa constrictor face to face.
The huge serpent was coming down i stope,
and making the dry twigs erack and Hly with
its weight, as it moved over them,  He knew
there was no danger, anid stood his growd,
and the reptile suddenly tmmed and glided at
an accelerated  pace  down the path., The
vapidly -moving and shining body looked like
a stream  of brown liquid  flowimg over the
thick bed of fallen leaves rather than a scr-
pent with a skin of varied colours.  One morn-
ing, after a night of deluging vain at Para, the
Lamplighter, on his rounds to extinguish the
lamps, knocked  Bates up to show him a hoa
constrictor he hatdl just killed in the street not
far off. e had cut it nearly in two with his
knife as it was making its way down the smuly

- street,

DEFOICS DIARY VINDICATED.

One  of the most curious iHustrations of
Japanese progress lately noted is the presence
in the weekly abstract of sanitary reports
issued by the Marine Hospital Service of an
able and elaborate veport velative to the
plague in China by Professor S, Kitasito, who
was sent to Hong Kong by the Japunese Gov-
ernment to study the ctiology of the plague
by modern methods, D, Kitasito, with great
courage and the most carcful minuteness of
research, appears to have studied the char-
acteristics of the bubonic plague in the most
satisfuctory manner, and he has clearly estab-
lished by hacteriological ohservations that the
discase owes ity origin to a bacillus, the pres-
ence of which can be detected in the blood, in
the glandular swellings, and in the spleen and
other internal organs of the vietimw, In
the course of his researches he drew hlood from
the finger tips of dying victims, and examined
it under the microscope. and participated in
numerous  post-portewm examinations,  and
made  experiments on animals with cultiva-
tions of the bacilli thus obtained.  One sin-
gular result of his investigation is an explana-
tion of the hitherto scarcely credited state-
nment, which has come down to us from the
days of Daniel Defoe and his * Diary of the
Plague of London,” that in visitations of this
peculiar character mice and rats emerge from
their holes and dvop dead. - This was supposed
to be the result of some miasmatic fever ac-
companying the plague. - Dr. Kitasito gather-
ed up quantities of dust from the floors of the
infected houses in Hong Kong and administer-
ed that dust to rats and mice. In nearly
every case the resalt was fatal, Some of
the animals died from tetanus, others with
distinet plagne symptoms, and the same hacilli
were found m their internal organs as in those
of the plague patients who had suceumbed.
Dr. Kitasito described the bacilli as resembl-
ing, in some respects, the bacilli of chicken
cholera. —London Public Opinion.

* *
Still another type of warshipis to be added

to the British navy in the ‘“ leet cruisers” or.

dered for next year at a cost of a million dol-
lars apicce. They are to be 270 feet in length,
40 in Dbreadth, with a draught of 16 feet ;
their engines must develop 10,000 horse-power
and a speed of 22 knots.  The armament will
consist of quick-firing and maxim guns and
Whitehead torpedoes only, as they arc intend-
ed mainly for scouting service.

THE WEEK.

Public Opinion,

The Millbvook  Reporter: Tk WEeLK,
Toronto, has changed hands and under the new
management ¢omes to hand bedecked in new
type and paper, and with the promise of fur-
ther improvements in editorial and  other
reading matter.  Tne WreR has always heen
the most welcome caller to owr desk, and if
the new management succeed in their promis-
ed improvements, we hespeak for it o much
wider cirendation. It fully takes the place of
the magazine in the libvary of the husy man
and its diseussion of cirrent topies in politices.
science, art and literature has always heen
with fairness and frankness, We most heartily
vecommend it to our readers as the hest jour-
nad of the kind.

Montreal Gazette: A Russian leet pass’
ing from the Black Sea through the Dardanelles
into the Mediterrancan  will be enough to
mike the bones of some dead English worthies
turn in theiv giaves.  In Disraelt’s  time Kng-
Land went o the verge of war for the purpose
of keeping Russia out of the Mediterranean,
and the intention was that that power shounld
keep to the Black Sea, which is now more
than badf swrvownded by Russian territory. 1t
s heen recognized for some time, however,
that Russia would not long submit to the
bonds upon her freedom of action, and the
time ix evidently near at hand for a change.
Probably when it comes the world will he
surprised at the smallness of the effeet.

The Toronto Globe @ In the envrent nnn-
berof Tine Wekk it is announced that the
journal has passed into the hands of The Week
Publishing  Company (Limited).  New type
and improved paper are the first vesults of the
new ()\\‘H(H'h‘ili])‘ and it is promised that a fort-
night henee, the opening of the twelfth vear
of publication, there will he marked changes
in the literary and editorial colunms of the
paper. T WeEK'S  treatment  of  current
political and other topics has been scholarly,
faiv and  dignitied, and, judging from the
present tendency  of political thonght and
opinion, its field for usefulness is widening, It
is on the literary side that most  Canadian
publications have experienced dithiculty. There
is ho lack of literary talent, hut the hest work
usually finds its way into American magazines

probably for those financial reasons which
few  writers can afford to despise.  The
changes hinted at in T Week will be await-
ed with much interest.

Ottawa Citizen 1 Mr. Pope has hrought to
the task that he has uccomplished literary tal-
ents of w high order. The industrious and
painstaking care with which he has mastered
all the facts are no more conspicuous than the
excellent judgement with which he has chosen
what to publish and what to omit. He had,
no doubt, material enough to have filled a
library, and yvet in these two volumes he has
given, as far as one can see. everything that
was needed tomake his portrait of the first
and greatest of colonial statesmen complete,
accurate and vivid.  The arvangement of the
subject matter is excellent. The style is clear,
vigorous and sparkling.  The author has
avoided the danger of being diffuse.  Indeed,
his temptations were in the other divection, for
e »as been compelled to pack much matter
into small space.  Yet he is terse withoue
heing ohscure, and he possesses a fund of
humour and at times of gentle sative which
add greatly to the pleasure of reading the
work. -

i
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Rev. P, €. HeaprLey, 697 Huntington
Avenue, Boston, U.S.A,, April 2nd, 1894,
writes :

I have found the Acid treatment all jt
claims to be as a remedy for disease.

““While it does all that is stated in the
descriptive and prescriptive pamphlet, T found
it of great value for bracing effect, one part of
the acid to ten of water applied with a flesh
brush, and towels after it ; also an excellent
internal regulator with five or six drops in a
twmbler of water. 1 should be unwilling to
he without so reliable and safe a remedy.

* I wonder that no mention ismade in the
pamphlet of the sure cure the Acidis for corns
{(applied once or twice a day), so many are
atHicted with them. It was death to mine.”

To Coutts & Sons, 72 Victoria St., Toronto.

[Nov. 30th, 1894

#LOSS OF POWER

and Manly Vigor, Nervous De-
bility, Paralysis, or Palsy, Or- |
%anic ‘Weakness and wasting .

rains upon the system, result-
ing in dullness of mental Facul-
ties, Impaired Memory, Low .
Spirits, Morose or Irritable Tem-
per, fear of impending calamity,
anda thousan(}0 and one derange-
ments of both body and mind
result from pernicious secret |
pructices, often indulged in by .
the youny, through ignorance of
their ruinous consequences.  To
reach, re-claim and restore such
unfortunates to health and hap-
piness, is the aim of an associ-
e ation of medical gentlemen who

=-=f=x’ have prepared n book, written in
rlain but chaste language, treating of the .
nature, symptoms and curability, by home
treatment, of such diseascs, The World’s
Dispensary Medical Association, Proprictors
of the Invalids’ Hotel and Surgical Institute,
Buffalo, N. Y., will, on receipt of this notice,
with 10 cents (in stamps for postage) mail,
sealed in plainenvelope,a copy of this usetul
book. It should T v und by overy young
man, parent and gusrdian in the lind,

. Harry M. Field, Piano Virtuoso
8% H. Klingenfeld, Violinist
' Rudolf Ruth, Cellist

NOW OPEN FOR CONCERT ENGAGEMENTS.

For terms und open dates, address
Canadian Musical Agency
15 King St. East, Toronto,

H. M. HITRSCHBERG, Mavacir
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Ticket Agent and Exchange
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W. E. BESSEY, M.D.,

ORIFICIAL SURGEON,
284 JARVIS STREET, TORONTO.
Reetal Diseases, Nervous Diseases and Disenses of Wonen,

ORDERED SHOES.

Fine Ordered Shoes. Boots for the lame @ specialty.
FRED IVEY, 170 Bay $t.

It appears certainly true of the late Rev
C. H. Spurgeon that his works live after him.
His publishers report that the demand for his
sermons continues to increase, notwithstanding
that this is the fortieth year of publication,
and that there are yet as many unpublished
sermons as will require another ten vears to
get out.

Minards Liniment Cures Garget in Cows.




