
~HE ~[ONT~~Y TIIES879

E£STABLISHEID 18.-

THE MONETAR.Y î IN'aES,
TRADE REVIEW AND INSURANCE CIIRONICLE.

With whîch bas Leen incorporaîted the
INTERCOLONIAL JOURNAL OF COMMER,s Of Monireai in ti869). the

TRADE RtvI ew, of the Saine City (in 1870 and the
TORONTO JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.

i>,ISSUE O EvEPY FRIDAY MORNUNO .

SUBSCRIPTION POST PAID:
CANADIAN AND U. S. SUBSCR ERS, î o 8o Per Year.
BRITISH SUBSCazazuS..................n. 6d. Sterling Pg, Ysat.
SiSaLz COPIRS.................o Cents.

Book and Job Printers
PUBL13HEO BY

TUE fMONETARY TIMES PRINTING CO. OF CANAD&,.!ji,*d
EDW. TROUT, President. ALFRED W. LAW, anc y.frea&.

Office # 62 Cburch St., Cor. Cout St.
TELFPNONES:

UIINtS M0EO,@flAI.Orf.c.. l892 Prnnrao flPARTmmr,. 148

TORONTO, FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 1902.

THE SITUATION.

In the opening speech delivered froin the Chaîir cf

State, at the beginning of the session of the Ontario
Legisiature we read, among other things: "Meastîres
will be submitted concerning the sale of intoxicating
liquors, the construction of a railway fromt North Bay
to Lake Temiskamring, increased representation for the
northern districts of the province, the assessment laxvs,
the fisheries and other corporations." The refereîîce to
intoxicatiflg liquors must l)e taken in connectîon With
the recently expressed convictions o! leading prohibi-
tionists o! the necessity for guarantees to ensure the due
enforcement o! a prohibition law, if enacted. These

gentlemen have corne to realize tîtat paper prohibition
without the necessary force of puîblic opinion would re-
tard instead o! advancing the cause o! temperatîce. In
their changed attitude the greatest obstacle to success-
fuI prohibition legisiation lias been rernoved, Enforce-
ment is impossible without a strong ')acking of public
opinion, a fact which the most prominent prohibitionists
are now foremost in declaring. In Manitoba oinion
on the question is te be ascertained hy a special vote
o! the electors, and there is no other known way ini
which'this knowledge can be obtained in Ontario. A\,
Mr. Roblin lias let it be known that the two provinces
have decided upon a common policv, it is nattural to ex-
pect that this policv will be carried out here too. The
legfisiation for New Ontario will be the Piece de resistanû'
o! the session, though in some respects secon(lary te
prohibition.

Onitario Prohibitionists, in view o! the decisin
o! the Privy Councit on the Manitoba Prohibition Law,
and also of the approaching meeting of the Ontario
Legislature, are making special efforts to get their
views cambodied in an Act of the Legisiature. With this
view they hast Saturday sent a strong deputation to
the Government, by whom was recited what had becît
asked by previous deputations, and what promises
muade bY the Government. By these recitals it was
made plain that the late Premier, Sir Oliver Mowat,

IMi4l pronised legisiatioti, if the djecision of the Privy
*tuîîcil, w hich lias since been giv'dî, shoul<l afford the

i tce.ssary authoritv. At that tinie. ,\r. Ross, echoed
the Vie\% of the Premier, and it tvas assned, no one
contr;idictingy that the view' of 'Mr. Ross, who is now
IPremie.r, lias undcrg-ovc no change. There was flot
iucl iliscussioîî, and the P reniier's reply was very

short, cot1'isting of only thrce sentences, and contain-
ing the listal pr(ofulse of consideratieîî. The (leptuta-
tien rdid not lay down any basis of action in the forrn
of a necessary nia]orîty of voters to niake a prohibitory
law enforceable. This rnay possibly bc dette later.

C, rt.xii 1 Pr-ohiiîtion journals, inicludiîîg the Presby-
terian "\\Veýtxninster,'' are collecting the opinions of
tien of mvark on the question what proportion cf the
ek ctors is reqttired to, lbe iii favor of Prohibition in
Ut der te inake a I 'n ii l uitîi law \vorkable. Principal
Caven, w ho lias taken a pronounced part in favor of
Prohibition ail along, doîîbted the wisdom of taking

lesthan three-fifths of the votes cast, as a guarantee
ci cnforc.'ment. Chancellor \Vallace tlieughit two-thirds
ntîight, or hie inmplied, iniighit net be stîfficictt accord-
ing to quality, an elexiiett which iii a dcîiioeiacy it is

iimpossible te anlalyze. Votes cati be ccnnted, but they
cannot he weighed. Chiancellor Burwashi thought that
flic tw No-tliirds sltould also inclnde a clear nîajority of
aIl the electors. Prinîcipal Siieraton, cf Wycliffe, 'put
the desired figure at three-fourths, and Rev. John Potts

Iwas of opinion that <t oir 70 per cent. cf the votes
pelled sliould bc required. Wiý'tlieuit some sale basis
of this kinid, there is littie tise in crying ont for a Pr,-
hibition w\ hidi could tiot be enforced. Ini 185 Mr.
Tilley îintroduced a prohibitive bill iii the Legislature
of New B'runswick, oit the strength of petitions Si rned
bv three-fourths cf the electors; but even then it was
fcund ne(cessary to repeal the Act the next session o!
the Legislature. The petitions were not votes, and many
pcrsons whio sigiied tiieni mav have lîad ne vote.

The Chinese are threatened by the United States
wvith a meastire of absolute exclusion of their race, as
enhigrants. to the Republic. Already a bill has heen
framned for this purpose. Its authors, Senators and Con-
gressrnen fromn the 'Pacifie coast, have given full expres-
sion to the verx' Amnerican, feeling that prevails there.
As the United States is one of the couintries that have
been fighting te, sectire a foothold in China for their
trade and their religion, this bill, on the score cf the
comity of nations, is harsh in the extreme, and to the
Clîinese themselves it must appear as at once illiberal
and unjust. In British Columbia also a strong feeling
against the Chinese immigrants exists:. and if it were
not somewhat held in check hy the policy and( treaties o!
the British Government, it would be as rampant as that
expressed in the American bill. Tt remains to be seen
whether so drastic a measure as that itnder censideration
will become law. The danger in Canada is that the
Ottawa Government is always under pressure to turn
tighter the screws o! modified exclusion against the
Chinese, and that being human they will some day
find it difficult to resist.

In Newfoundland the modus vivendi governing the
French Shore question lias expired, and so far no
move for its renewal lias been made. There is a strong


