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bring against your former- course of .p'r‘occd

¢ You are right, Father O’Danovan ! Per-
‘haps T lave been too much bound'up in my own
opinion, and in that case I must admit there
would be murh of seli-conceit—perhaps a deep,
lorking pride. [ accept the -mortification, and
-will-- endeavor to ~chunge my course. For- tis
purpose we must see O'Connell again, and sohcit
bis-counsel, even should it delay our return for
some days.’ .

We accordingly drove to the Four Courts,
tieard (he great Barrister in his stuff gown (the

' badge of his serfdoui, but equally "the mark of

lus nanest, adhereuce to the taith of his fatbers)
“make one of his best forensic displays, and when
I+ could command a lerure moment, were favor-
ed with a privaie itersiew. I _mentloued all
about the paragraph in the Evening Post, and
stated’my views with regard 1o a change of tac-
lics. : '

+ So, said be, wih a droli, roguis!l 'smnle,
¢ Freddy Conway bas cured you. [ rejoice at
it, because, firstly, it makes you give over a
course which, though you might consgl_enuously
deem it based on hunulity. bordered, if not on
pride, at least on absurdity. Secondly, it aflords
us time the better 1o mature your plans, (I will
not bestow an epithet on them) and thirdly, that
it gives me the pleasure of your company at din-
ner to-day, and will cosfer on you the honor of
being presented to the greatest man of this or
any nation, the celebrated J.K.L.,the Right
Rev. Dr. Doyle, the first of our prelates, who,
io the teeth of England’s penal laws and haugbty
probibitions, had the hardihood to assume h,lf
rightful title,* James Kildare and Leighlin.

1 was delighted with the idea of meeting lh,e
renowned prelate, and accordingly Father O
Donovan and 1 gladly accepted the kind invita-
tion. 1 knew I was to meet the loftiest of the.
fofty geniuses, the deep-read theologian, the pro-
found logician, the zealous prelate, the uncom-
promising patriot ; in a word, the master mind
of Ireland’s hierarchy ; and T could not divest
myself of the opinion that in him T should aiso
meet a stern, chilling spirit, whose grave look
would be sufficient to drive meaner souls back
into their native wnsignificance. But my Intro-
duction to Dr. Doyle was scarcely completed,
ere I discovered how false were: the picturings of
my erring fancy. His first sentence convinced
me that I had met with a refined and accomplish-
ed gentleman, familiar with all the customs of

" polished society. Simple, but choice 1n s lan-
guage, you at once felt there was so much of the
“deep scholar within as banished from his mind
and conversation all the frivolous absurdities of
‘pedantry. The humblest intellect felt at ease in
Lis sociely, and yet no person could conceal from

bimself that here was a may with whom no liberty |-

was to be taken, with whom no unbefitting free-
dom mnght be made. The zout ensemble of his
countenance fixed you at once, and every sepa-
rate trait or lineament was a subject lor adira-
tion.. Thelofly and expansive forelead told the
combination of brilliant genius. and the deep,
searching power of thought. The broad chin,
and tighi=set, thin lip, spoke of firmness and
quick defermination, and the bold brow formed
asif 1o overawe the world, would have repelled
1he  beholder, had not u dove-like expresston of
_eountenance, and an eye all beammng with love,
invited to confidence.
After the cloth was renored,.the conversation
_became varied and mteresting.  Of-O’Connell’s
powers, it is unnecessary -to speak. Always
fluent and easy, gay and impressive, as his bumor
or s subject prompted, be was ready on all
points, and couvincing m-every case ;. with what
tact and kindness di¢ he draw -forth the know-
Jedge and_experience of Father O'Donovan, on
- subjects that with advancing years might be sup-
nosed 1o have lost therr interest, or with the de-
cay of bis physical energies might be expected
to be fading from the 1ablets of -bis memory /—
In grave, philosophical subjects, the master mind
of the great prelate displayed itself, and seemed
to me of an order decidedly superior to the more
practncal intellect of the liberator, At first 1
thought I could trace the apparent inferiority to
that delerence which O’Connell ever paid to the
sacerdotal character; but .I was mistaken, for
T soon found that he could argue with a Bishop
as keeuly as with an opposing counsel, and avail
himself of all those aids which his deep reading
‘and vast professional experience had given him,
without losing a title of that respect and venera-
tion so due to one of the most distinguished
princes in the Church. _
_ The guestion of the poor-laws came upon the
tapis, and holding directly opposite principles,
" each put forth his best power. What a gigantic
eocounter was that! The Bisbop argued. for

. the necessity of their immediate introduction,

ever if attended with all the abuses of the Eng-
lish system ; God’s poor, starving amidst abund-.
“ance, having an mdefeasible right to (he support
of the land, at whatéver cost to the so-called
_proprietor.. O Connell admitted the right, but

" would accomplish. the desired end by a very.

_different means.. ‘He showed. the inapplicability.
“of-the English system to the wants of Ireland—
_its;rumicus effucts upon the property of the nation

" —its degrading influeace upon the noble and inde-

- péndent spirit of peasantry,.and its demoralising

... eonsequ

ences Lo tiie people in general, . -With his
usial, skill m_ Seiziig  points. to. stréigthen bis
‘position. or elucidate his argument, be appealed
e political experience of F'ather O'Donovan,
o wnith easy _fluency,. described.;what Fatber
wird Cabil bad done to befter, the {emporal

liiy, poiit way have® been, ‘unknown to

hate_an opposite and happy effect; |

p clear of vain-.

ifown course;-and then you may,

apathy, the:unwillin
o theJandlords ¢

d generally interpose’ to ‘prévent the:tro-
duction of isuch ,
onsequenily ‘deprive the.universal :poor of Ire-
land of blessings similar_to those that liave re-
_sulted-from the judicious application - of funds in
one locality.". Elaseilt o
- %No, no," ¢aid he, ¢ the:lardlords - of : Ireland
are:a "doomed and despicablé race 5" they: must
be coerced to the discharge of the duty they owe
to Christ’s poor. Feelings of humanity have no
longer any force in their selfish and callous
hearts. The legislature must compel them?
{ ¢ If the English system of the poor:laws,’ said
O’Connell, ¢be ever introduced mto Ireland,
these results will inevitably succeed. The whole
country will be pauperized. . The spirit-of the
laboring classes will be depressed and degraded.
Chanity and independence will be banished the
land; demoralization will spread:like a plague.
over the country. The middle classes, poor.
enough already, will _first be robbed -and then
consigned to the workhouse, and the fandiords of
the present day will be supplanted - by the Jews
and money-jobbers of England, within twenty
years after the first rural Bastile rears its omn-
ous head in devoted Erin.’
" ¢ Be it so, with all my heart,’ said Dr. Dogyle,
¢ but let God’s poor in the meantime have food.
Yes, let the landlords and others of hardened
spirit meet their deserved fate. Let them be
supplanted by any class: -of men, be they Jews,
Turks, Infidels, or English mammon-worshippers.
Waorse cannot come to curse the land.’

¢ My lord,” said O’Connell, smiling, ¢ I vener-
ate your holy zeal more than I admre your
views as a statesman. He who would legislate
must not limit his exertions to the wellare of
one class, but embrace, in his wisdom, the inter-
ests of all. Class-legislation has been the curse
ot Ireland, the very cause of Ler present over-
whelming distress.  Should poor laws be intro-
duced among us, it will amount o an orgame
chiange. A’transition from one state to another
must take place. Have you thought, my lord,
on the oppression, the coercion, the robbery,
and the consequent misery that must be inflicted
on our depressed middle classes during that
transition? My plan would be to prevent all
this—to preserve the mechanics, the laborers
the farmers, the shopkeepers, the merchants, the
gentry, every grade 1n society, from the conse-
quent ruin ; by this course I would retam the
means for supporting the really destitute. If
the legislature can compel a nation, at enorwmous
expense, to build workbouses, to assess the land
nominally for thie support of the poor, but virtual-
ly for the payment of a happy staff of Commis-
sioners and other officers, that will certamly
swallow up three-fourths of the moneys raised
surely the same legislature could compel the same
nation to raise .more limited f{unds, and distri-
bute them to the poor at a cost amounting to a
tithe of what the English machinery will compel
us to expend. Of all things I would preserve
that, proud spirit of independence which bas
hutherto marked the character of our laboring
population. I would provide work for every be-
ing capable of labor—I would offer the induce-
went of fair wages to every able-bodied man,
and thereby instil into the whole people the sav-
ing spirit of industry. For the aged, the infirm
or those who might be n any way mcapacitated
for labor, I would duly provide by compulsory
parish assessment. The Scotch bave acted upon
this principle‘ and there 1s no real want in that
rountry save what vice in one shape or other
‘occasions.’

(To be Continued.)

CONFESSIONS OF "A' SECRET AGENT OF
: - . .CAVOUR. .

(From the Court Journal))

Men of thought und experience have from the be-
ginaing doubted the prevalence of a general patriotic
spirit.among the Italians. - Many well-informed per-
sons knew that the votes for annexation were not to
be altogether relied upon as the genuine expression

Modens, Parma, and Naples; but few men—at least,
Englishmen—couald have 1magined how much sham
and - imposture bave ‘been in connection with the
whole affair, and what a strange chapter of success-
ful intrigue was the successiot f Victor Emmanuel
to the throne of the Italian Princes. A pamphlet,
entitled ¢ La Verite sur les Hommes et les Choses
du Royaume d'Italie” containg the “ Revelations” of
the secret agent of the lato Count Oavour.
present attracting the attention of the greater part
of the Italian and foreign press, that in vain demand
an answer and explanation from the Sardinian Gov-
ernment. The latter are silent for they bave no
answer to’ give—the wonderfal facts brought for-
ward being incontrovertible, and the position which
the author occupied having rendered him «u fail
with every secret event of any importance planned
by the Turio Cabinet—many designg, indeed, having
been cacried out under -his own direction and by
means of the extraordinary system of espionnage that
he established in every city in which he resided.—
His name and position are made known in private
circles ; but as he has chosen to write anonymously,
it is not for us to lift the veil he may well wish to
throw over the origin of several infamous schemes
and actions of which ho was the designer. ' Under the
letters “J. A.”—-mere initials de plume—is hiddern
the iame of a man whose notoriety is world-wide,
and the facts which he states are mostly those in
which he bimself assumes a leading part. He' is
.very explicit in his remarks, ‘and-commences at his
first interview with Count Cavour, who was, through-
out,. his protector. and employer, but against whom
be scarcely imputes anything very dishonorable.—
The whole weight of his accusations has to be borne
‘by Farini-and hig fellow-politiciang,"'op whom ke
fathers one or two' shameful occurrences, to which
we need not more directly refer.. Those who are not
determined 10 hear merely one side of the gnestion
mustread the pamphlet for ‘themselves; we can do
no more'thaa-draw’ atiéntion™ Lo’ the many subjects

fore us.. ,.Cavour firgt, employed the .author in: the
miinor service of. watching several ‘of the political
leaders at - Turin; among.-whom wete Ratazzi, Brof-
‘ferio, and'-Saint-Frotid,> though=the latter was even’
at the time treated as an intimate friend by :the great

PR

|'deredensy. by the:s
from the 1nspector of police-attached: i
+ household. - "After, this” hei-was’ sent to Florence,
‘| where, with eighty:carbiaie X ) ;
| ed‘a’popular demonstration’’by instructing bis men

wise “and Lurtane’course, and.

namiog him citizen of Modena and dictator.
stayed. The author remarks :—* Le soir chez Farini,
on rit beaucoup de la scene bouffone de la porte de
Parme.
s deus pus du nouvean dictateur; je 1a voyais gar-

of sympathy evinced by-the different States for the
Sardinian Govermqent, and suspected the - existence’
of truly loyal sewtiments among the inbabitants of

It is at

on: which: the ‘writer dwells;'and to some extent show'
the extrgordinary nature of the communication be-:

Italizn Minister. ;.. When Napoleon: disembarked .at’

ey A ) g [l Bl Ve

A wras tolderto WA toR IR
nd, even gestures ;' an
ceedingg 'of. thié7 Empe
~He "informs us that his‘ta
cominanications'which

& réceive

-digguise, he produc::

‘to shout, **Vive Pindependence! A -bas” les Bour-
bons 1. - At Parma -he, was. equally successful ; but

the.mostremarkable are the’ exiraordinary resulta
“whichhe ‘and the other:'Sacdinian ‘agents -brought

abotit-at Modena., ‘He observes that'the democratic
party in'the duchy were completely astonished at the
departure of Francis IV, and that -be thinks the
‘Duke must have been deceived as to the true state
of affairs. ~* Jesuis convaincu, pour -mon compte,

‘qu'il suffisait: d’un coup.de fusil pour faire avorter la

‘conspiration: de Modene, comme du reste celle-de

“Florence' et .celle de Parme.” These are the:words |
of *:J.:A" us he calls himself, who, at the installu-’

tion of Farini as Govertior of Modena, was appointed
the chief of the political police. *J. A was tbe
author of the article which appeared in the Italian

papers asserting that the unfortunate Duke . of
Modena bad carried with him all the plate and

valuables in the Chateau d'Este. The fuct, as he
confesses, is, that Farini and hiswife toolk the whole of
them, und that cven the dresses of the Duchess were

appropriated by Mdme Farini. : The wardrobe of the.

Duke would not fit Farini himself, who is very cor-
pulent, so the clothes were.given to the secretary,
and they suited him exactly. Farini was especially
fierce against the prieats, ‘‘Pas de pitie pour ces
cadailles” was his frequent expression to the chief of
the policé and the “well-dressed secretary. Both of

them, of course; took advantage of this encournge-

wment, and incessant and' heavy extortions were luid
upon al} the priests and other ecclesiustics who hud
the misfortune to fall into their bands. But, at last,
Napoleon, anxious to preserve appearances, required
that before the vote of annexation took place, all
Piedmontese officials should leave the newly oceu-
pied provinces; and had this request been strictly
complied with, Farini and **J. A" would have been
compelled to quit Modena, ' However the latter soon
hit upon an expedient to prevent this difficulty ; and
on the day fixed for the departure of TFarini, he as-
sembled all his carbiniers aud police agents, and,
disguising them as Modenese citizens, set them cry-

ing out, * Vive Farini! Il ne partira pas, notre pere n
nous !" As soon as the governor made his appearauce
at one of the city gaies, these worthies unharneased

the horges, and dragged him in the carriage back
agnin to the palace, Here was met by the members of
his own government, who soon got up a proces-verbal,
So he

Au moment,ou la voiture fut detelee, jletais

der, a grand’ peine, soa serieux.” One of the most

valuable portions of the pamphlet i3 the account of

the national ballot-voting in Modena, which fullowed

soon after the loving detention of the popular dicta-
tor.
and assisted in causing the revolt to be completely
favorable to Piedmont.

The author, *J. A..” was present at Modena,

And as tbe voting was in
Modena, 80, too, was it in Parma, Naples, the Papal

States, and Tuscany ; everywhere official deception
and fraud bave falsified the real wishes of the popu-
Intion in the eyes of deluded Europe. The invaluable

chief the political police and his well-instructed car-
bineers prepared the voting billets, -and stood round
the place of voting. Only a few persons appeared to
receive and to use them, o that, at the moment hefore
closing the ballot-urn, “ § A” and his friends threw

in the remaining and overwbelming number of bil-

lets, all into the Sardinian side of the box. In some

places this was 8o successfully done that the number
of votes given actually exceeded those registered on
the list of voters.

In the Papal States more than
four-fifths of the inhabitants never even approsched

"the urn. After the vote of annexation, Farini re-

turned to Turin, and “J A” was forwarded by bim
to Rome, where he eatered upon & new sphere of in-
trigues and almost laughable deceptions. On Victor

‘Emmannel’s entrance into the Romagna, the anthor

managed to impose upon that monarch as well as
upon thoe people of the district— of course solely for
the good of the commor cause ot Unity and Revolu-
tion, He dressed his carbineers up as peasants, and
stationed them at every spot near which the King
bad to pass. They received them with cheers and
acclamations; and, at 8ome receptions, Piedmontese
officials were even venturesome enough to tnke the
parts of native dignitaries, and so to weldome their
own master. At Bologna, the Archbishop refused to
chiant & Te Deum on his Majesty's visit, and was se-
conded in his resolntion by ‘the inferior ecclesiastics.
“J. A.," ever ready at an emergency, commanded
three regimental chaplains, and: twelve scholars of
the seminary of La Sapienza, to assume ibe position
and duties of the orthodex clergy, and, preceded by
the pontitical ensigns that they took from the ga-

cristy, these shameless impostors advanced to meet:

the King at the catbedral of San Petronio. Vigtor
Enmmanuel was completely satisfied. . .But the. eirbi-

Piedmontese Sovereign, Their loader was successful

“in getting them enlisted in ‘the Papal and Bourbon’

-armies, with instructions to persuade their comradea
to desert, to utter ¥ Sauve. qui peut”.in action, -and
¢ ge debarrasser des officers pendant I'action. On
sait comment ils remplirent leura instractions a Cas-
telidardo.” We must merely call universal atten-

tion to the author's extracrdinary atatement in' the’

‘manper in which General de Pimodan met his death.
Strange things are here brought to light concerning
the departure of Garibaldi for Sicily. ~In spite of the
remonstrances made by France, and the repeated de-
niala given by the Piedmontese government of their
having afforded him any support, it appears that he
procured his powder, arms, and other warlike stores
through an order written and signed by Fanti, the
Minister of War, A whole regiment was raised tor
him -by the government, who took care to dress them
in Geribaldian costume, and passed them off as
his immediate followers. In common with all who

‘have bad any intimate acquaintance with Italian men-

and affuirs, the writer of these * Revelations” does
full jnstice to the activity and honorable purposes of
Garibaldi, but still he tells ug that, after the ocenpa-
tion of Naples by his adventurers, ibe Genera) was
wholly changed, either by success or the climate,
and when not satisfying his passion for popularity
confined himself to the society of one or two newly-
made friends, amongst whom, of course, wus Alex-
ander Dumss. Garibaldi ' ne voyait rien, ne g'ocen-
pait de riem, et laissait Jlez choses aller a vau-
l'esu. Altogether, the information concerning the
Neapolitan revalution {8 of & atartling character,
andg so, indeed, it- hus been ihought by inen of all
parties, and both by those e¢nabled to authenticate
the words of #“J. A.,” and those astonished and con-

founded that the Italian government have not as ye:

found it possible to return even the sbadow of a re-
ply. The author had so mavy original and such
copious sources from which to derive his accounts

that he has.reserved much for a future pamphlet on

Naples only, and one that will be snxionsly expected

by those who have been thus astonisked by the 2on-

fessions contained in the first. We do not thus pro-
minently attract our readers’ notice to & pamphlet—

-which hag, however, already been perused by the
-whole political world on the Continent—from any

sympathy with the former state of Neapolitan op-
presgion, or from councern for the temporal power of
the Pope ; but weé do think that when a mnor Sove-
reign, with no exceptional, and as it were a priori
claims to an extended -dominion, attempis: to make
bimself master. of..the,puscessiong of . nejzhboring:
Princes, he should prove imself capable of govern-

-ing bis new eubjects in & manner ai lenst’ equal’ to
‘that of the exiled ‘families:” Morever,  ihere "sheuld-

‘be :d genuine and - -unanimous wish; on the: pars ‘of

:ithose subjects, to. receive him instend of~their former |

t!'_u:lu'zk_ict()-'t.h'e""‘luiperifil1 0

:Jeast, there’ ta
‘Duke, who both obtained and  deserved the go

/] yours very sincerel
neers had other.work to do .besides cheering the. y ’ g

‘minished in quantity.

A and R atait 1he HEBE;Of Mnigeipaly suf
frige to decide.the,qu

Lie,qaestion;of/annexationiwe ougli
berassured that thatzrightisfairly ised;and;en
ted by. official 1heans;-Pafmma,’ perhaps; Tt

.above 4all Modens;" no:
Victor' Mmmanuel than that
éonor.of ‘\be:King of ‘Naple ad
st,there was a redl feeling of attachm

pol

wishes of bis people: . Of .Naples we shall not; now.
speak,-though certain it js that tke return of Francis®
1. would 1 be hailed as’‘a‘providential escape from
Piedmontese misrole by more than two-thirdsiof ‘the
inhabitauts of the kingdom. But in:Modena thereis
scarcely & man, woman, or child who would/not wel-
come with joy and gratitude the day on which Duke
Francis IV, returned to'the dominions' ef his"ances-’
tors. In short, to use the words of the pamphlet,
* Piedmont is evarywhere ¢regarde:comme un etran-’
ger et comme un conquraute’ Liberly is 'still, we,
hope; in_store for the [talinn nation, and we abould
bé aniong the first to rejoice in its bestowal.on -the
Italians; but assuredly itis not to be obtainéd by
any farcicnl endeavors to arrive at an impracticable
unity, for which the different peoples of Italy are
nol,. ana perhaps never will be 1intended ecither by
nature or themselves. ’ o
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CIRISH

INTELLIGEN

The Catholic clergy of Galway, secular and
regular, have written to some of the Dublin pa-
pers cootradicting as calumnious thbe statements of
their correspoudents that ‘the local clergy bad
signed addresses in favour of the Rev. P. Daly, or
in any way countenanced his opposition to the
Bishop. : :

Stars or THE WEeST—TuaM —~ Our  ADMIRABLE
Poon Law Svstem.—In the course of the proceed-
:ngs of the Tuam Guardians, at their meeting held on
Wednesday, the following letter was read, addressed
to Wm." Gannon, Esq., a watchful and efficient local
guardian, by the Rev. James M‘Gee, C.C. We re-
commend it to the earnest attention of the public.
It forcibly portrays the raiseries endured by the poor
of that locality, and shows, that huoger and -cold,

CE.

‘despite the uncensing exertions of the gentlemen who

compose the Relief Committee, are deveioping their
results in sickoess and death., There hes been al-
ready & great increase in the rate of mortality among
tbe poorer classes, and from the inability of the
frieads of the deceased to procure them means of de-
ceut interment from their own resources, were it nat
for the charitable contributions coliected for the pur-
pose, they might huve gone coffinless to their graves.
One of those thus buried by charity lived and died
in one of the miserable hove:s of which Lord Plunk-
ot is landlord. His Lordship's cbarity appears to be
wanting in this instance algo. It is one of the de-
fects of the Poor Law system, it appears that there
is mno provision for supplying coffins in such cases.
We shall look to the mapuer in which the Commis-
gioners will denl with the snbject. Itiztoo bad if
our boasted Irish Poor Law does not provide for the
Christian burial of the poor who have not left the
purchase of a coffin :—
* Preabytery, Tuam, 22d Jan., 1862.

“Dear Mr. Gannon-—-Will you kindly bring the
case of the late Widow Burke, of Tullendnly-rond,
before.the Board of Guardiaps at their meeting on
this day.

4 You kpow ihe circumstances of this sad case,
and cap detail themn with the view of ascertaining if
there be apy provision in the poor lJaw authorising
the outlay of & few 3hillings to procure coftins for
the inte rment of the roulutude of persons who prefer
suffering hunger, sickness, and death outside, rather
than prolong # miserable existence withkin the work-
house.

“]v was beartrending to witness the friends of the
decessed, thethselves perfecily destitute, up to ap-
proaching sunzet of the day of interment, applying’
to the work-bouge officials for a coffip, srd meeting
with & refusal on the gronnd that such an expendi-
wure would he disallowed by the Poor Law suditor,
and you are aware hud not a coffin been otherwise pro-
vided and paid for, the remains of poor widow Burle
would be probubly still decomposing in the wreiched
hovel (one of Lord Plunkei's) in which she died.

* Were this likely to prove a solitary or exception-
al cnae, ] would not require of you, as one of our
most vigilant and faithful guardians, to take such
formal notice of in. But ales! itis not so; for |
would most respectfully submit that of the 626 fami-
lies ot present, and for many weeks past, receiving
weekly relief through the Tuam Relief Committee,
but few could, ot their own means, afford the luxury
of & coffin-to one of their departed members, I doubt
not that the humane gentlemen who form that com-
mittee, and who visited the cold, bunger, and pover-
ty-stricken people in their wretched dwellings, 1o
which they cling with the proverbial tenacity of the
dying, and thus formed an intimate and persocal
knowledge of their real condition, will bear me out
in thig assertion.” A sad commentary this upon the
statement, as heartless as false, that the operation of
the Poor Law is sufficient for the aw?ul crisis —1I am
Jaurs M‘GEs.
"Wm. Gannon, Esq.” .

Dupriy, Jan. 22.—His Excellency the Lord-Lieu-
tenant yesterday received a deputation from parishes
of th counties of Sligo, Roscommon, and Galway,
who-waited on him for the purpose of repregenting the
actual'and impending distress of those localities, and
tourge the adoption of timely means of relief. The
deputation comprised the Rev, Dr. Gillooly, titular
Bighop ‘of Elphinj the O'Conuncr Don, M. P.; Jehn
Woulfe Flanagan, D, L., Drumdoe, and several other
gentlemen of those counties. .The O'Conor Don read
a memorial, numerously signed by gentlemen of pro-
perty in the counties of Roscommon and Slige, in
which they stated :~* That very great snd general
distress exists among the poorer classes in the West
of Ireland, both from the want of fuel nnd food, there
beiog in many districts a total absence of the former,
and an increasing gcarcity of the latter., That there
bas been ap extraordinary failure of the potato crop,
and that the oats and other ceresls have yielded a re-
turn inferior in quality, and in not & few districts de-
That, in consequence of _the
insufficiency, 8s well as the unwholesome nnture of
the half-cooked food now partaken of by the poor,
much misery and disease are to be apprehended.
That the present Poor Law returns cannot be taken
as o criterion by which to judge of the state of .the
country, as the small landholders are excluded from
any relief, unless on the condition of relinquishing
their holdings and entering the poor house, and that

it is unjust and impolitic thus to force them into ut-

{er pauperism. That the repeal of the clause known
a3 the * Quarter Acra’ clauge was most desirable,
and ibat a- loan from the Treasury to the more dis-
ire:sed unions would, with advantage, be granted.”
A great number of petitions to the same effect, from
the parishes in the counties which they represented,”
were presented by the gentlemen composing the de-
putation. . His Excellency replied, that the maiter

deserved 1be most serious consideration of ths Go-

vernment, but that the Government had reason to be-
lieve that the distress would not be so formidable as
bad been apprebended. With regard to that part of
the petition which bad reference to the:limitations of

.loans under the Landed Improvement Act to 5,000,

any change would require legislation. _In conclusion
hiz Excellency assured” the deputation that the Go-
vernment would bestow their merious consideration
on the matter bronght before him. o

Tap WorkinG TRADESMEN of DRoonEDA.—We ré-

‘grey to be inforred on the best atithority; that geveral

of our most skilful magops, carpenters, blacksmiths,
and weayers bave been: for aome . time unemployed.
We trust this -unpleasant.state of affairs will not
long continue, Bnd that some suitdble public works’

-will:be apeedily commenced, 1o give 'a fair amount'of
‘employmeat to our intelligent snd industrions arti-’

zans.—Droghede Conservalive. . ... v 7.
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lie*Qugén's Colinty. side—presented this mopy; ’

exctraordinary appearance, being one v .

(A Lraor : Carance, e I a8t ghegy

dter.. The effecta of “the héavy.raing of Frifgy
nt.lﬁ-. L

180a] ey,

‘deighborhood ;had all “overflowed 'their bayy
‘defuging thelands-surrounding them, and 8tranpe "
'add, casting numerous fish- throughi - the fie]dg ga to
even on the roads, to which the -waters hag-, ud

“trated, -~ But 8till.it:was:not expectéd that 1hep§l;e'
‘row— although swollén’:fo an unusua) 'heigh;:

‘would rise above:the substantial embaskmentg 1

‘which it is\'encompassed:=nor ‘was it '8 pprelengey
that it would prove:eo ,disastrons ag unfortunate] ;

bas been ‘to the poor people who reside in.itg ViCin'lu
‘on- .the Graigue side. Unprepared, as- they “-el,y
therefore, it cauSed: most of -them no little yurpe:
and consternation :to be. disturbed in the midg ”i
"their-rest on Sunday night by the unexpected rugh :{
water “into “their little homesteads. Their gyh,

were completely inundated and the floora completel!
covered with water. A change of quartera bec(,my
ing thus necessary, the unfortuuate occupnntg wer.
forced, with their children in their armg ¢ seeli
temporary homes elsewhere, and endeavoyr 1o 88
cure, a8 best they could, . the little property, Whic{
principally consisted of potatees, which ey hari
pitted in the fields in the rere of the houses. Theg
they tried to save from the ravages of the rigy

waters, and the faint gleams emitted by the torches
which shed a feeble light ou.the work, as well g5 ex.
hbiting the grim figure of 'the explorers, rendereq
the scene extremely grotesque. It need scarcely be
said that their efforts to preserve the staple sup'pm
proved almost unavailing ~and what they wers
unable to extricate from the pits will, of courge have
been .completely rotted by the time the flgods will
have subsided. The riveris still msing, and if.j
reaches a few inches higher, the quays will b iaun-
dated—indeed, as itis, the water has penetrgieq
some parts of them,

Secretr Socisrins.—To the Editor of the Cathgle
Telegrapir.— Arklow, 8th January, 1862.—Sir—[ p,.
turely believe that Daniel O'Connell was the greqy.
est and wisest Irisbman that ever lived, [He tfoum]
the great msjority of Lis countrymen prostrate agq
trampled on; he lifted them up and combined they
within the law, and gained for them the respect of
the whole world I have always admired hig prin.
ciples, and followed bie rules, and the consequence
is, 1find myself, under God, in the care of g pre.
served aud prosperous people. "It is my decided con.
viction that our rights and libertivs cen only e
maintained und extended by similar meaps. g5
long as the Irish people were guided by his counsels
tbey were respected; but when they followed other
leaders they were despised at home and abroug,
When famine struck the land he asked from parlia-
ment o grapl of thirty millions lo tepair the logs of
the potato crop and its consequent scarcitv. o
got s graot of eight millious, with s publie pledge
from the minister that ag long as there was u giiner
in the British Treasury no one should die of hunger
in Ireland as far «s the law could prevent i1, |
found the labour act adequate to the preservation of
my people, and there were thousands of them ns
desiitute as those of Skibbereen. Yhen there was
delay in setting on public works I appenled 1o the
goveromeunt, and s officer at once declared thay
work should be given, and therehy money and foud
to the people—even if no other could be fuuud bur
that of tossing one sund bill into another. Whenuy
attempt was made 10 prevent work or foed bemg
given toany one baving more thau four acres of
Innd, T again appealed 10 the government, nod | got:
the quick response that ihe Act was notan eject-
ment procegs, and that no amount of acres, i the -
absence of food or other means of getting iy, dizqua-
lified tbe 1enant for receiving work .or rations: Thie
decision preserved scores of small farmers in the
Wexford portion of thia parish. Let every man wlk
of the lIaw as he fonpd it—but I would misstate ke
truth if T did not declare he fact~ that by mcans of
the law, as interpreted and eaforeed by the guvern
taeny, I was able to preserve the lives of four thou
sand people, I always exhorted the people 10 beof
good beart, 10 put their shoulder to the wheel, not
to emigrate unless they had no back door bt tke
poor-house ; 1o violate no law, humao or divine, and
to shun men as deaaly enemies who would adrise
gung, pikes, aud broken botiles 8s a means tore
iaress their grievances. T told them then, and [ tel
them nuw to shun secret societies as they wonld the
plague, and if any man propused 10 them to joir
any such society 10 denounce hiwm at once to the rex:
magistrate as the worst enemy of themselves, their
religion and their couniry. From my own experi
ence | am prepared to gay thatif the people bave
been dispersed or perished, it hus not been so muck
from the want of goud laws a3 their bud administra-
tion. There is the poor-law, more favourable tv
out-door 1elief in Ireland than in Bngland or Secar-
land: Why, then, is it given so largely in the two
Insy, and scarcely atall in the first? 1 majotin
the last harvest is far'shorter than is general!v sup
posed I lgok with dismay at the revelstious o the
next eight months, 1 apprehend a progreesive rise
in the markets, and un iucressing want of employ-
ment. What will become of the poor Iabourer who
cannot get work, unless he get out-door relief? He
must perish, or go with bhis family into the poor
_bouse, and becorue three times a greater burthen on
the rate-payers. 1 call.on the govervment, the land:
lords, and poor law gusrdinns to luok to the Inbour
ers, They are already too few for the wants of the
country. [ am your obedient servant, . .
JaMEs Repyonp, P.D.

Secrer Socieriks —Oo Sunday tas!, after Iast
mass, the respected Parish Priest of Castleisinng,
the Venerable Archdencon O'Leary denounced, in
strong langusge, butin the spirit of u father the
parties who, in that neighbourhood as well as iv
other parts of our county, have been endeavouring
to swear in the young aud unwary for alleged reve
lutionaty purposes, visionary and impracticshie, b
in reality to make merchandize of them. Several
prriies, it wonld appear, from the Archdeacou's ads
dress, bad heen swora in.— Tralee Chronicle.

A correspondent at Ballybrofey states that the i
habitants: of that town and neighbourhood were
aslarmed on Wednesday morning on hearng thet 1)
prisoner? had been taken by the police and sentto
gaol. The offence charged is supposed to be illegal
combination, and it is rumcured that an approver i
in Lifford Gaol at present.— London Times.

Sir Robert Peel in-his fving tour through the
West of Ireland, was unable to perceive any eri-
dence of distress, and therefore concluded, per sl
fum, that there was no distress, and that the penssp:
try had- abundance of food and fuel. That falee io-
ference and bold assertion has since been unfortu-
nately. exploded by. lamentable facts that can 0o
longer be disputed, and we are glad to perceive thai
Lox_-d Carlisle, in his answer to the Conoaught dep-
tation, headed. by the Bishop of Elphin and The
0'Conor Don, M.P.," which waited upon his Excel
lency on Tuesday, now admits that the poor are suft
fering severe privations in'the West, and that the
Government are disposed .10 come to the reliof of the
tesident Clergy and geritry, the latter of whom, it
‘general, are, we are graiified to ‘find, discbarging
their duties well in tho pregent emergency.— Hcekly
Register. . ... .- o !

Tuz Rior 1% 'ENNISKILLEN,— Summonses have beed
issued.against, twenty, three persons .charged wild
being “concerned in the' riot .on the 9th inst, 85
which was cavsed by the ingane proceeding of iniro-
ducing a pergon with ‘a‘foréign title'of Baron' to lec-
‘tere an’Irish: sudience‘on ‘controversial: topics, a0-
.nounced in & manner.the most offensive to the Catho> -
Jic population, : It appears that the!* Cliurch.party.
Went 1o the lectare on. religion ‘arranged by them~
selves with'blackthorn "a'ﬁcksi “concealed under their




