
Editorial Summary.

resembling asphaltum, and fusing at a high temperature. These
kinds are chiefly used for the manufacture of paraffin. Very little is
known about the formation of ozokerite, but it is probable that it is
a product of the oxidation and condensation of petroleum hydrocar-
bons, which latter may be produced from an oxidation of marsh gas.
There are two commercial kinds of earth wax, that above referred tO
as " prime," of light yellow colour, and more or less transparent;
and " seconds," which is dark brown, almost opaque, containing
earthy impurities, and generally of soft consistence. The products
of the distillation of the darker kinds are benzine, 2 to 8 per cent.;
naphtha, 15 to 20 ; paraffin, 36 to 50; heavy lubricating oils, 15 to
20; and coke 10 to 20 per cent. The paraffin is treated with sul-
phuric acid and caustic soda, filtered through paper and fine animial
charcoal, and manufactured into candles. Ceresine is made frorn
the best samples of ozokerite, which are treated in various ways for
the removal of colour, and impurities. About 6o or 70 parts Of
white wax may thus be obtained from Ioo of ozokerite. In order tO
complete the resemblance to common beeswax, the white wax is
often coloured with gamboge or alkanet, and a little beeswax melted
with it in order to communicate the characteristic odour. A good
sample can hardly be distinguished from beeswax, but the folloVing
methods may be adopted in order to detect the substitution :-
(I) Ceresine is not as easily kneaded between'the fingers, and
becomes brittle more readily than beeswax. This test is, however,
doubtful, if the sample consists of a mixture of the two. (2) Ceresine
is scarcely attacked by warm concentrated sulphuric acid, whereas
beeswax is completely destroyed by it. By this test the quantities
of beeswax and ceresine may in a mixture of both be determilned'
The price of ozokerite in Vienna is from ten to twelve dollars per 100
kilos (220 lbs.); of ceresine, from thirty-two to forty dollars per 100
kilos. The whole industry is in the hands of Jews, and is capable
of great extension and improvement.

THE DIGESTIVE PRINCIPLE OF THE SO-CALLED CARNIVOROUJ
PLANTS.-Our readers will remember the interesting papers .O
Hooker, 'Tait, and others, who, some few years ago, made a speCia
study of the habits of Drosera, Sarracenia, Nepenthes, and other 1n
sectivorous plants. It was fully proved that insects falling or beil
entangled in the receptacles were dissolved, and perhaps assililatede
Mr. P. H. Vines, of Christ's College, Cambridge, has recentlY mnade
an exhaustive series of experiments on the nature of the digest""
ferment by which these results have been accomplished, and . a
paper published in the Yournal of Anatomy and PhysiologY 6e ts
the conclusions arrived at. The plants on which the experimthe
were made were Nepenthes hybrida and gracilis. The glands Of
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