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_ OITY CHIMES.

The eatablishment of a Boys' Branch of the Young Mon’s Christian
Associstion is a capital idea; snd will surely confer s lasting bencfit on
the.youths who take advantage of the new organizition, A reading room
is {o be opooed for the boya’ spocial ues, aud the membors will hero havo
the benefiv of thoroughly good literaturs, an advantage not to be lightly con-
sidered. The gymnasium also will be an attractive feature, and Mr. G. H,
Closs, the new gywnasium instructor, will interest himself in the work of
the Branch Associstion. The Y, M. U, A, is in a flourishing state, and
will, we fesl suze, progress rapidly.

The Organ Recital and Sscred Concert to -be given this evening at St.
Paul’s Church gives promise of a delightful evening., Mies Madeleine
Homer's name appeara on the programme several times, and this fact alone
ensures the ontertsinment a large sudience. The anthems by the full choir
are also an attraction, and the success of the Recital is undoubted.

The first lecture of the Church of England Institute winter course was
deliverad Iast evening in the Institute Hall, by Professnr Charles McDonald,
of Dalhousis College. The bright (no pun intended) and interesting sub-
jeet, ¢ The Man in the MoonInterviewed,” was ably treated in this popular
lecturer’s well-known style, and the genial Professor was attentively
listened to by a large and intellectnal audience. Tho Iustitute’s Entertain-
ment Conmittee offer a decidedly attractive programme for their winter
course, and we trust this energetic Association may meet with the success it
richly.merits.

The footbsll match played under Association Rules last Ssturday after-
noon between the Wanderers and the Garrison, on the grounds of the former,
was a very good one, but the.weath.r prevented those interested from tura-
ing out in full force, and those who braved the elements decided that they
preferred Rogby rulea. After a close struggle the Military team succeeded
in gainiog a goal; and when time was called the red and blacks had only a
round nothiog to their credit., The season for this fascinating game is about
exbausted, which we ibink is wisely 80, 88 many of the brave players
are also pretty well exhausted, and business and study should cartainly have
a‘little attention. The decision of the Maritimne Football Union with ref-
erence to the Thanksgiving Day game, in favor of Dalhousie, has revived
much discussion on the subject, but even the enthusissls are willing to say
nothing, and Dalbousie holds the trophy.

It is only once or twice in a long while that we Halifaxians have an
apportunity to see firat-class dramatic performances, but when they do occur
there ia evident appreciation of them. It is with plessure that we hear tbat
Miss Elsio Andereon deWolfe, who is playing in ¢ Thermidor,” may
poesibly come to Halifsx before the run isover. We hope this rumor may
crystalizo into fact some time soon, for ¢ Thermidor” is an assured success,
and bas recently made a great hit in Montreal.

The Fisk Jubilee Singers, who are to appear in the Acidemy of Music
on the 10th and 11th, will most likely give all who go to hear them a
musical treat, The present Company is somewhat different from those
bearing the same name that have before visited our city. All the colored
ladies and gentlemen are accowplished musicians and sing without scy
accompaniment in chorus work. Tho swectneas and perfect blending of their
voicsa is most entbusiastically spoken of in the press notices of their per-
formances elsewhere, and we anticipate a feast of melody when tney sing in
the Academy. Tho Sailors' Home is the object fur which the concerts are
to be given, sud it is to be hoped that the house will bo well filled on both
evenings, #o that that useful institution may 1eap a rich harvest.

The committes of ladies and gentlemen who manage the weekly conceris
and scciables at the Siilors’ Home ato meoting with a great deal of success
in their efforte. Our merchant mevine ssilors are perhaps not quite 80
interesting as the joliy blue-jackets: who epliven the port all summer, but
they have quite as wmuch, if not more, clsim on our sympathies, and the
work should not bo sllowed to flig when the men-o’-war's men depart.
The ladies and gootlemen sing for the sailors, and the sailora in return when
ssked sing for the ladies and gentlemen, thus making the evenings mutually
agresable and profitable. The Sailors’ Home is an institution deserving of
all encoursgement and assistance. ’

The all-absorbing topic of conversation among the ladies of the Church
of England and their friends is the bazaar to be held in the Institate build-
ing on Tuesdsy, Wednesday and Ihuraday of next weok in aid of the
mission church to bo ostablished on the western side of the Northwost Arm.,
Rov. W. B. King, of St. Luke's Cathedrzl, is the chief promoter, and with
kis energetic band of assiiants is sparing no effort to make the ventare a
success in every senso of the word. The whole of the spacious Institute
building is to be devotod to the fair, and upstsirs sud down will be found
abundacce of useful and fancy articles suitablo for all. Many oew features
aro to be introduced, and the list of attractions is long and varied, far too
long for us to give even & faint outline in this column. S-uffice it to say
that the gonoral interest taken in this bszaar, the suspicious season, and the
wortby object, tcgetber with the enterpriso snd zsal of tho workers and
manageres, allow no roow for a doubt of bountiful success rowarding the
efforts that aro being put forth,

The 1egalar monthly concert at the School for the Blind on Wednesdsy
aftornoon was fairly well attended and furnishod = pleasing entertsinment.
The pupilsare 0 eager to pleato and 8o happy in their work that it does ona

good to pay thom a visit at any time, The band of the School, under the
instruotion of the bandmaster Mr, A. M. Chisholm, is improviog tapidly,
and has now reachod & high standard of excellence. The boys are interested
in their mueicn) atudics and give indications of careful training and diligent
practice, On Wednesday sftorngon they rendered some good selections,
A visit to the Imstitution cannot fail to interest, and frionds are slways
wolcomed heartily by pupils and teachers.

The North British Society is to be congratulated on the success of the
conversazione given by them in Masonic Hall on Wednesday evening in
celobration of St. Andrew’s day. The Hall was prottily and ‘suitably
decorated, and the ontertainmont furnished proved very opjoyable. The
guosts were received by the genial President, Mr. Donald Archibald, and
Mre. Archibald; assisted by Mrs. Alexandor McKoy. The programms con-
sisted of Scottish songs,.addresses by tho Piesident and Dr. Burns, and
roadings by the new elocutionist, Mrs, MaoRoberts, Miss Homer's
selections were very much enjoyed, and the favorite sweet singer of Scottish
molodies, Mr. Crawford, more than charmed his-audience. It takes one. of
Scotland'’s owa to do justicoe to her melodies, and Mr. Crawford's reputation’
among trus music-lovers leaves nothing to bo desired. After refreshments
had been served and the veteran Jock Patterson had favored the company.
with some dulcot strains from the bsgpipes, the Loicestershire bind, which
had been playing st intorvals during the evening, furnished the young people
with some delightful dance musio, of which many took advantage. ¢ Jock"”
aleo gave an oxhibition of dsncing, but the guests scemed to prefer the
waliz to tho reel. The familiar strains of Auld Laug Syne followed by the
petional anthem bronght the evening all too quickly fo a close, and the
members and their guesta dispersed.

St. Andrew's Day was also celebrated by a sorvice held in St. George's
Church on Monday evening, when the Rector, Rev. Canon Partridge,
delivered an appropriate sermon, takiog for his subject * Spiritual Force,”
The congregation was large and the service proved very interesting, There
are three chopters of the Brotherhood of St. Apdrew in the city, and s foutth
is ere long to be established in St, Paul’s Church.

The popularity of the Lycsum entertainments appears to boon the stesdy
increase, and the public, instead of growing woary of the magical, mysterious
performances, cvidently thirst for more. Every evening since Zsra Semon’s
opening the old Lyceum has bsen packed to the duory, and each entertsin-
ment fully comes up to and oven exceeds the highest expectations, The
great juggler, Nelton, is a perfect wonder and is assuredly an expert in his
profession. His foats afe marvels of doxterity, and the nightly exhibitiona
of his skiil form not a Iittlo attraction for the multitude. H. Price Webbsr's
Boston Comedy Company has been plaring sll this week and will remsin

until Tuesday vext. The star of the Company is Miss. Elwina Grey, wha:

has becomo a great favorite with the frequenters of this wonderful show.
Professor Zzra Somon knows how to please-the public and gives fully all he
advertises, if not more, and his efforts are abundantly rewarded in Halifax,
a5 indesed they are everywhere.

The “cold snap ” prodicted by our faithfal weather prophet arrived
punctually on Sunday mornidg, aod we bave had fine bracing typical
Decembor days this week. The small boys were in their glory on Monday
acd Tuesday, ss Stanford’s snd the egg pond {urnished excelleat opportuni-
ties for tha first skating of tho soason. Fortunately, there wore no serious
accidents, and only two or three venturesome youths tock chilly baths, thus
slightly dampening their ardor. While the morcury was down it seemed
aasior to realize that Christmas is near, and by the way there are some very
pretty holiday goods on exhibition, one Hollis Street drag store especially
showing a splendid assortment. The numorous diinty and valaable arti-
cles that our jewellors are displayiog in their windows' prove highly attrac-
tive to the fair ones who cist longing glances as they pass along. Wit
gitls, there is a good time coming, and it is not far,off now. The.little oneg
aro building castles now, and a3 Sinta Claus rarely dissppoints his devoted
admirers their snticipstions will probably ba reilized. There are msny
among the‘poor who find Christmas the saddest day of the year, for 'tis
hard to only hear of cheer and goodwill. Let thoso more fortunate ones who
are making preparations for pleasant gatherings and merry festivities remem-
ber these cheerless homes, snd incroase their own happiness by proving that
it is more blessed to give than to receive.

What a rago there has beon for the chrysanthemum this ssason. The

beautiful blossoms have been in great demsnd for decorations of all kinds,
and tho florists of the city have dons well to grow in great profusion this
popular plant. Wo recontly noticed a lampshade of cresm silk with a
lovely buuch of psle yellow chrysanthemums made of tissue piper orna-
menting one side, and thought it a very pretty ides for a dainty gift ; and the
antificial flowots are quite ossily made. This hardy winter zose seems to
incroaze im populerity each year, and well it msy, for with its bright flowers
it is an orpament to any room and brightens up a dsrk corner wonderfally.
Plenty of water is all it asks of those who would grow it successfully.

-

Miss Kathleen M. Mageo is a roader to whom it is very ploasant to liston,

and tberoforo our renders will bo glad to hear that sho intends giving an-

ontertainment in Orphous Hall on Wednesday, the 16th iust. Miss Mages
has achioved a roputation as sn clocutionist, not only in ¢ur own Province,
but elsowhere, and is a favorite in oll the Dlaces whero sho has appeared.

She is 2 Nova Scotian, and should receive the encouragoment duo from her -

own people. Somo of the lezdiog musicisns of Halifax will assist Mise

Masgce at her ontertainment, and a ploasant evoning is confidently predicted.



