
[32 UNIVERSITY 0F OTTAWA REVIEW

3r[abIFaîb a comiparsox.

(CLASS DEBATE.-Negative.)
H1E occurrence of sucli a phenomenon in Enropean history

as the disappearance from the commonwealth of nations
of a country ivhlicli had existed for eight hiundred years,
cails for some attempt at explanation. For over a cen-

tury T>oland hias been razed from the list of European nations.
Poland first cornes under our notice during the eighith century,

when she ernerged £rom the barbarous hinterland and came into
existence as an organized state. Being composed of a brave and
stout-hearted people, slip advanced w'ith rapid strides until shie
had attained the rank of thie foremost na.tion of Eastern Europe.
She it wvas whio bore the brunt of flhe Tartar invasions, and %vith-
stood the repeated onsiauglits of the Mussulmen, those vast hordes
of barbarians whio overran thec populated areas frorn the Great
Wall of China to the gates of Imperial lRomne. Whien Vienna w'as
besiegred by an innumerable army of Turks, the 1-Tngarians sent
word to that renowned Pole, the Great Sabieski, to corne to thieir
aid. And hie, withi a comparatively small armny, marchied to thieir
rescue, and inflicted a crushing blow on1 the Turkish power. For
this brave action lie -%as justly liailed the saviour of Europe. Thie
civilized world owes an eternal debt of gratitude to Poland for
successfully preserving the Chiristianity and civilization of Europe
against the fanatical. nations of the Orient. But the world lias ill
repaid lier debt. For Poland, once the defender of Europe, now
forms but a province in the vast Empire of hier aucient enemy.
During flhc reign of Stephien Batory, 1578-1586, Poland reached
lier greatest size. The greatest length of the country from north
to south -%vas 713 miles, and from east to west 693 miles, compris-
ing an area of 282,000 sq. miles. This samne area in 1880 liad a

The cause of IPoland 's present do-%vncast state is only too

bav plcedthepeole n asort of moral stupor. If Polish na-

tioaliy i evr aaintriumpliant, the triump)h wvi11 corne not
-thoug th efors o th Pl'oes, but out of the necessity and peril
of teiroppessrs.Thedownfall. of Poland first started in 1772,
-wlen ussa, rusia ndAustria, moved by a common desire for

-more territory, divided among themselves some of the choicest
portions of Poland. Poland alone wvas too weak to successfully
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