THE ENDEAVOR MOVEMI

Hid fourteenth international
convention of the society of
Christian lindeavor metin the city of
Roston daring the past summer. 1t
was st vastand in many respectsan un-
ique assemblage. Aceording to news-
paper accounts there were met in
convention over fifty thousand dele-
wates, representing every provinee,
state and territory from Alaska to
Plortda, and from Newfoundiand
to Southern California.  Among
them were to be found wlherents
of every evangelical denomination:
men and women who represented
every shade of doctrine but who in
all their diversity of ecreeds found
that they were in the possession of
one common essentinl faith. The
convention was a landmark in the
history of a most suceessful organi-
zaiton while at the same time it
furnished unmistakable proof of a
growing catholicity of the churches.
We are accustomed to  hear the foes
of Protestantism refer to the Re-
formed chorches as o loosely bound
fuderation of envious, quarrelsome
factions. 1t is only necessary to
point. to the recent convention as
showing  that below all apparent
divisions there exists between be-
lievers the cemented bond of a deep
spiritual union.
Very phenowenal has been ihe
growth  of this glant movement
among  the churches.  Its founder,
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and those who with him rocked the
cradle of its early exislence are still
living and can scarcely be called old
men. It abtained o wonderful
suceess becuse it was wonderfully
adapled Lo draw into active .service
a piety and fervour that teo long
had lain latent in the church. Then
it was @ movement of young people
and has in it the energy and hope-
fulness of youth. Should such a
misfortune overtake it as that it
shall make oni, a short-lived out-
growth of the spiritnal life of our
generation, it will pass to its place
in history surrounded by a halo of
peculiar interest.  Its friends expect
much good to resnlt from its in-
fluence. Some have gonpe so far to
assert that it shall supersede the
church as the instrumentality which
in God's hand shall change aud re-
generate the world.

What is its future to he 2 Well
wishers of Zion are asking thas
question, with carnestness and with
some measure of anxiety. Shall it
always retain its present form and
take its place among the evangel-
istic forces in the world quite inde-
pendent of the churches? This is
a mosh pertinent question in view of
its present influence and importance

among  the [Protestant denomin-
ations. Nominally it is “for the

chiurch® as in truth it should bhe for
what our age calls for is not a dif-



