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To the Gentlomen who have recaved a Classi-
ral Cducation at the Picton dcademy.

Gex runyeN—"The ambarrassed and depressod cons
ditien ot our Aluta Mater wdaces mo 10 uddress yon
in thes public iianner,  Waen tue Semmary from which
we Livo cinanated was establshed, it was under aus.
picior 5 circumstances, and tae country at largo ap-
poared to be grantied. Then a now cra had ats
commencoment n Pictou, and then 1t way suppused,
that the advantages of tus Lustitution wouid not only
Bo wilely dissennnated, bat also permancatly enjoyed.
1t was not expected that merely tfor tho sake of grati-
fying tngotry, malevolence, and faction, 1ts constitu-
tion woald bo changed, s ineans would be curtaded,
vor that its ctlicicncy would be impauned. Tho ncces.
sity of’ such an lustitution, the libural principles on
which it was founded, and tho advantages which it
confereed ma new country, nnght be supposed to have
wecured for 1t the fostermg caro of the Provincial
Legislature, and the coutmued approbatiun and sup-
purt of the community.  Bot st appears that when its
utibity and excellonce were fully pe:cewved, that tho
YLegnhiture have combned to crush its energies, and
that tho conunumity have looked an with comparative
indilurence.  Wo and others can attest, that thiw sem-
inary was onco 1n a vigorous and flounishiag state.  Bat
uow 1t 13 oversiraded by a dark cloud: 1tis v a languid
state, and is approaching very fust o thoe last stago of
decline, by the withering influcnce that has beean cx-
erted agamst i,

There 18 at present no expectation that the Logisla-
ture will restore the Academy to its former efiicsoncy,
nor that they w.ll relieve it from the undensable em-
barrassment mto which tney have broughtit. Onths
subject thoy appear tu be callous indeed.  Waero they
tho real friends of thuir country, wero they the patrons
of learning and scenco, were they envious for the
£amo of Nova Scotans, they would nevor allow any
Senuunary lhe tie Pictou Academy to lauguish and
dio. They can lavishly vote the public money {or ob-
jects of nunor amportance.  Bat when m the present
enstanco money i3 dumanded for the dufusion of Aca-
dounc knowledge, they can cither snoerat the app'i-
ovaats, or swellinto rage.  Thoy appoar to huve wish-
ed 1t rum from ths commencement, and to be dotor-
mined that it shall not any longer beaefit the country.

Ast regards the community 1n gensral, they have
had ample opportunity since the re modelling of the
Sominary, to judge of the folly of the measuro, and
to oxpress thoir toud and firn Jisapprobation of the
Leg.slative enactment. [ they could not eficct any
chango i tho Law by wlich the lastitution 13 now
governed, they might at least contribute the paltry
sum which would cupply the deficciency.  What will
other countries think of a Leg.siature who for the sum
of £100 annuully, would deliberately destroy an ex-
collont Academy 1 tlus youag country ! What wili
the peuple tn other parts of the Proviance think of the
inhabitanis of Pictos and Colchester especially, who
can spend thousands on varous superfiatics, and yet
who are reluctant to support an Institution which 13 50
ciosoly Wentfisd with their own intorests.  If this il-
liberal apint continne to pervade the country,soms of
tho youth who will ar¢o n cveory section of the Pro-
vince, may have reison to regrot that thoy were not
bora in other lands.

But Gentlemen, are we who have been immediato-
17 beneftted by this Semunary, to show the same apa-
tisy towards it winch others evince ? Are weto show
no affoct:on to the parent that gave us birth? Cer-
tamly, we have not forgotten our obhigations to the
Pictou Acaderay. Surely, we will 1.0t decline to sup-
port it in the dav of need. Shall wo now mingle n
tho scones of I:fo, shall each of us follow hia profession
or pursus hus cceupation, without enquinng into the
health,tho pecuniary circumstances, and the prosperity
of our Alma Mater 2 1 flatter myself that many of
the alumni of our Academy will respond in the nega-
tive. I trust that many of us havo tho feelings, the
consideration end the grautude of men. We are all
obligated to the nsitenion for the education winch we
have received, and many of us are particularly indebt-
ed to it for tho situations which we occupy n the
community. If now by tho providence of God we
arc enabled to render 1t any assistance, shall we decline
to givo it our aid? ] admit that our pecunisry
circumstances are very different.  T'his has happened
as 1t has pleased God. But there aro none who are
scitied in lfo among ug, that cannot afford to give
riaterial asmistanco to the Seminary which is aseocia-
ted with 60 wany of our sweet and cndearing recol-
loctions.

{a the month of November last, tho siato of the
Academy was taken wmto consideratian by the Rev.
Angus M Gillvray, the Rev. James Ross and myself.
We deetned 1t to be our immediate duty o open a
subsciiption n awd of the Iustitution, to apply to as
miany of tho old Students 1o Pictou a9 we could thero

of Picteu w whon we applied, wo cordially obtatned
ther subscnptions, A meetng wag lield i the cowse
of tho day, when it was unanunously agreed, that a
goneral meoting shoud tahy piace m the tirst week ol
Janaary last: that you. bumbie servant shoold aet ue
Scerelary pro tempore, aud that hie by lelters shoule
apoly to other Gentlemen road ng o ditleront parts of
the Provinco. When atont to proceed on the dis-
chargo of tho dutics which thus duvolved on me, I miet
with a sertous accdent, whech n the mean twe
disabiod pic trum tho periotimance of the dutics ol 1wy
station, and which mure or less mpanred my vigour
and strength during the winter. Jt s to this cause
thut the delay which has occurzed on my part s to bo
attnibuted.  § very much regrot that 1 was not ubiv
to attend to my appomtmeat at the tane, aud 1 Lias,
that none of the Gendemen whom 1 am wddressag
will cliargo mo wath neglect toward thy Acadomy, nut
with mditirence to their appoimtment.

As 1 have now all the convulescence wiich eves
cxpoct to have, I wish to resuiie the tunctivaes ob 1y
appointinent without any further delay. 1 therclote
respectfully 1cquest your utiention to the subjuined
Nutice.

Geatlemen, we have great rcasen to deplore the
gloom and the depresaion which huve overtahenr our
Alma Mater.  ‘The Legistaturo have mamfesied
toward 1t a temponsing and a tortous pohicy. The
people whom it was designed 10 subserve, have left 1t
to languwh vathout adequate support,  Lhe fricuds of
the Institution have pernmtted s enemies to destroy
it, and to tnumph o thewr success,  Shall we then
express no indignation while Church and Stute havo
arrayed themscives agamst tng Academy 2 Shall we
stand aloof wiulo the haud of spoliauvn 13 about to
seize 112 Shall we stand in the rear winle the enemy
has vested it on overy side, while hio 13 assaling the
citadel, breaking down the ramparts, und about to
scatter its matenals to the wids ¢ From what has
tecently transpired i the House of Assembly, we may
bo assuted, that the alumni of Windsor College witl
roaist tho spohiation of thewr .lima Mater. ‘They
will defend her by their ologueuce, and support her i
the ime of nced. Our Academy caunot be less sa-
cred to us, than theie collego 15 to them. {t has been
publicly said that Windsor College has produced
scholars and Gentlemen.  Will sty avowed enemies
presume (o say tuat tho Pictuu Academy hzs not done
the same ? The ments of our Senunary have been
tested, by Governors, by Councillors, by Judges, by
Clergymen, and by others who were compcetent to
judge. These rcpeatedly have eapressed their satis
taction with tho system which 13 taught, and with the
proficiency of the Students. Will we then allow our
Academy te go dowr without resistance? Wil we
yield to the enzmy without a strugglo? Shall the
walls of science Le closed? Shall the fountain of
knowledge be now scaled > Shall its streams either
be dried up at their sowrce,or diverted fromn their chan-
nels? Shall the partizans of bigotry and of faction
who have brought run on the Academy be allowed to
glory 1n theuwr success? Shall the Rev. Doctor who has
¢pent a laborious kife for the good of Nava Scoun, be
obliged 1n the cremng of lus daya cither to teturn to
s native land, or to go and dwell among strangers?
Shall the youth who are tu succeed us on the stage of
life be left without a Seunnary which will eapand thewr
intellects, promote ther usetuluess, and elevate their
character 1n the world 2 Ltrust that thess things wiil
not be 80, that botter days will dawn on our Academy,
and that it will conunuo to be a blessing to tmthons
that are yet unbora.

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your vbedicut Servant,
HUGH ROSS.
Tatamagouche, April 16th, 1&36.

SUBJOINED NOTICE.

THE Gentlemen who have fiished their Education
at the Pictou Academy, and who aro now settled n
tke community, nre respectfolly requested to sncetat
the Gramniar School house i the Town of Pictou, on
Tuesday, the 3d day of May noxt, at 12 o’clock noon,
The mtention of the mceting being, to consider the
present depressed and incfiicient state of the Senunary,
to procuro aid toward its immediato support, and to
dispose of the amount that may be obtained in such
way, as the Mecting shall deoin to bo necessary, and
advantageous to tho Instutin. Thoso gentlemen
who resido at a distance, and who porhaps cannot bo

expecied to attend the ensning mecting, will subserve
the interests of their [Jima Mater, by romitting their
quotato WiLLiad MaTnEsoN, Esq.
HUGH ROSS, Scc’y, pro tem.
Tatamegoucho, April 315th, 1885.

BRITISIE & AMERICAN LINE OF STLEAM PACEKTH,

Tho Mew Yk Commercial has  the fol-
fowing paragraphs in relation to the Steam
Navigston of tie Atluatic so oftan adverted to
of late both in Bogash snd American papers.
It would apypear that a lne of steam packets
hasbeen established betweentle North Ameri-
can content and Great Biitun,

“ A company bes beon forwed by the appeint-
ment of patrons acd duecturs—the number of
toe first boing elevon and of the latter nineteen,
with power to creasze. ‘Fhe capital 1s two
m-liteny of pounds sterling, m <baros of filty
jtunds each.  The fitst jatron . Lord Mul-
arave—lotd Leutenant of Trelane, nnd the Mar-
aiesg of Lansdown w anather. ‘The other nine
ao noblewen  The bankers ave the Bask of
freland, the Provinetal Baok of Ireland, Lad-
broke & Co of London, the Northern and con-
teal Bank of England, aod Messre. Arwood of
Biromngham, A charter haa Leen obtamned
trom the Lord Lacuterant of hieland, and bas
been transmtted to Liowdon for lus Mojesty’s
rign Manual, which will bo aflixed as soon as
the subseription shull Lave been, to a reason-
able extent, filled up.

The most cl:igible port on tho west coast of
Ireland has been eclected for a stoam-packet
statton, viz : Bitmbuy Bay in the county of
Galway, from whenee itis proposed to canty a
rarl road 0 a direct hine thiough Athlone to
Dublin. ‘The distence 1s only 110 miles, and
the hno or country presents ususual facilities
tor the formation of a rail road, the country be-
ing level and containing abundanco of materials
necessary for the cunstruction of the work,
The average inclimation thioughout the wlhole
hme ig 1in 672, and is obtaine¢ without great
embankments or deep cuttings, and will be en-
urely free from tunnels and viaducts,

The directors annouace thut they have an
offer of as much land as will suffice for twenty
miles of the ratlroad, the ground requisite for
wharves, docks and stores, 100 acres of build-
g ground on the margm of Buturbuy Bay, for
ever, at 8 pepper-corn a yecar rent, and hikowise
the ununimous approval of the land uwners
along the hne.

Prospectuses of the plans of tho undertaking
may be obtamed of John Dawvis, No. 2 Rum-
ford place, Laverpool, by whom, also, applica-
nons for shares will be received, under seal,
and endorsed ¢ British and American Intere
course Company.”’

Sin Ronert Peet is now, as he has been
vince the death of Mr. Canning, the loader of
the Tory party in the House of Commons. He
18 & remarkably good-looking man, rather nbove
the usual size, oud finely proportioned. o is
of a clear complexion, full round face, and red
haired. IIs usual dressis a surtout, a light
waistcoat, and dark trousers. He geserally
displays a watch chain on his breest, with a
bunch of gold seals of unusually large dimen-
sions and great spleadour.  He can scarcely be
called a dandy, and yet he sacnfices a good
deal (o the graces. I hardly know a public nen
who dresses 10 better saste.— Random Recollec-
tions.

The ladies throughont the British Dominions,
especially those of the court, among whom ara
ducliesses, countesses and ladies of all ranks
are teasing Daniel O’Connell for Ius aatograph,
which his gallantry never permits him to refuse
to the fair sex, so that ho frequently writes hia
name over & hundred times 8 day.

The ministers are carrying every thing before
them 1n England, and O’Connell continues to
enjoy more fuvor and popularity than ever. He
may be said to be the only great man in tho
British dominions in tho present day.—Ame-
rican vaper.
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