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The Incandescent Electric Light
DATA SHOWING ITs ORIGINAL DiscovERY IN ToRONTO, CANADA.

PATENT ANTE-DATES THE PATENT 0F
TH-E AMERICAN INVENTOR.

Some intcresting itistorical data lins rccently been
placed nt our disposai and is hcrewith prcsented to rend-
ers of Tute ELECTRIAî~L Nuivs, relative to the original
dicover* or the principle oi the electrik light. ht will
interest our readiers to Iearn that this discovery appears
te have been made in Toronto, Canada, and patentcd

*iii Canada and the United States prior to te time wlien
ja patent wvas grantcd to Mr. T. A. Edison. It is quite

as interesting to know that the patent for flic Canadian
discovery wvas purchased by Mr. Edison in New York

*City' at the time wvhen he wvns inaking his original investi-
gations and before lie obtaitied bis patent.

To Henry N'Voodàwàrd, a medical student, and Matthiew
Evans, a hotel keeper, ofToronto,

for 4efirst icovry of the prin.
ciple of the incandescent electric
light. They wcre ncighbors
and frequently experimented to-
gether with a large Srnead bat-
tery and indutction coul, of which
Woodward wvas the possessor.

WVhite seated at dusk one even-
ing wvatching the buzzer of the
induction coul, file liglit of the
spark et the contact post drew
their attention. Evans wvas the
first to notice it, and drawing
out bis wvatch exclaimed, 1 Look
at the light from that spark! b

%Vhy you can see the finie .4,-
1My !' said Woodward, 1 it one

.could only confine that in a globe D \~î~ e~

of some sort, what an invention
we wvould have ! It wvould revolutionize the

world !"

From this beginning, in the carly part of 1873, WVood-

ward and Evans worked te perfect the idea, andi on

August 3rd, 1874, wcre granteti a Canadian patent.

The rnethod of exploiting the discovery is set forth

in the accompanying agreement by the original

pronioters :

DR. WOODWARDYS
MR. T. A. EDISON, AND IS PURCHASED 13Y

"Wiercas ilte %aid 1iieîry Woodward havitg ittve,îtcd a ncw
and intprveil tteîthod of obiaii:tig Iight by meîns of eier.

tricily, antd ilavistg rccived acivatwces
and olier i%sistaticc (romi Ilte samd
ollier psarties liect oflte first part,
ngrecd to gratit, convey, transrfer and
a.,sign to ecci of theta a1 otte.foirîit
sitare of interest it (lite said inventlin
and in icîters patent titerefor when-
ever.ani whcrever obtained.

, Antd whcre.is te %.tidi partie% of
Itle first ixtrt being desirous ci raising
a furiie. sui of one thouisand dollars
for lte purpose of obtaining letters
patent fromn Washtington and of mak-
ing certain exipcriimcnt., agrccd to and
did b>' the instrument Itercin recited
grant, transfer, convcv and a..sign
seven thsirtyfftl paris or %harcs it Ille
said invention and in icîters patent
îtcerefor wiaencver and whcrcver oh-.
tained to Ilte foilowimtg parties to wil
Ritpert 3.iearse Wells, W. J. Gibson,
G'eorge Triittble, E. ifleimrod, Me%ietirs
&Ncbîtirr.ty and FuIiir, Fmmna Ilepicr

VIONFF~R ARC .~t' and M. Sheppard, ail of Ilte said city
of Toronto, J. E. O'Rcity of Ile

cily of Hiamilton, and A. M. Suthecrland of lte towt of Blarrie.
IlAnd wvltercas tite said instrument is in the words and figttres

following, tit is 10 say............ .................. ...
IlWitercas Dr. Woodward bas invented a n.ew and im1>roved

mstod of obtaining ligit by elcîricity, and ha%. obîaincd ietlcrs
patent foi the said Dominion of Canada, and has made applica.
tioti for letters; paient 10 tue patent officen aI WaNsitstotn.

IlAnd whercas Mfatiew Evans, James Sa -in Nlc.%urr.ty, and
Thonmas Richard Fuller htave each macle advt ces t0 lthe s.dd Dr.
WVoodvard for te purp<'se of assing fitlm in carrying oît lte
sait! inventtion, a:td are le. ci> equally interesledl with itim lhecn.

Vol.. X. No. 2


