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ten to one that before night hie xviii
yield to the old traditional or family«
law and repent in sack-clotb and ashes,
as inany others have donc, including the
writer.

Now, if our friend xvere only ac-
quainted with the 1'Lord of tbe Sab-
bath," through thc Hoiy Spirit, the only
way by which Hie ca.n be known, for
"CNo man can say that.Jesus is Lord (of
the Sabbath and act bis faitli) but by
the lloly Ghost," hie would refer the
inatter to Hlm in confidence, and tbc
Spirit flot forbidding, hie xvould feel per-
fcctly free to use his comînon sense in
tbe matter, and thus neither makze bim-
self ridiculous nor deprive himself of a
pri-,rilege and a benefit. Or suppose the
cab- of a minister wbo bas been advised
and almost commanded by John Wesley
or some other buman autboritýy to pray
in every home bie enters. Now, tbis
rule mnay work well in mnany cases, but
like 9.il sucb rules, the time wiil corne
when it xviii fail, for our pastor wili
surcly visit a house on sucb a day --nîd
at such an bour and under sucb circum-
stances, tbat it Nvould be utter foiiy for
hirn to attempt to pray. It is near din-
ner time; the minister bas prornised to
go to the next bouse for dinner. The
good-wife expccts five hungry mien in
froîn tbe field in a few minutes. Pies are
in thc oven, meat ready to turn, the pota-
tocs just ready to drain-if left they will
be sodden. Tbree childrcn squalling, in
chorus. What is to be donc ? Now, if
he would listen to comnion sense and
not to wbat somebody bias said, be would
shake bands, speak a pleasant word, pat
the baby on the hcad, and pass on. But
no; the rule is to pray. So tbe poor
woman wbo, for thé life of ber, can
think of notbing but burnt pumpkin
pies and sodden potatoes, is commandcd
to kneci down (tbe cbildrcn stili crying)
wbilc bbc rainister grinds out bis praver.
What cisc can hie do ? If he breaks his
rule once bbc door xviii be open for stili
greatcriax-,-ity,and besides il twouid be pre-
sumption on bis part to break a ruie made
by men prcsu mably wiser and better than
bimself. And so for want of confidence
in tbc Hoiy Spirit, lie mnust (at bines ab
least' ) make hiniscif a inere machine

gidngout prayers iii peopie's bouses,

as the hand-organ grinds out niusic
unaer the windows. O r again, as the
minister entered the bouse jusb men-
Lioned, he mriht get the conviction that
hie ouglit to stay for dinner on the kind
invitation of the hostess. But common
sense says go where you promised, they
are expecting you. Stili the Holy
Spirit says stay here-excuse yourself
at the other bousc, they know you well
and wvill not take offence. But it is not
convenient for the horse here and not
nearly so pleasant for myseif. No mat-
ter, the conviction sticks-stay. Nowv,
if one bas confidence in the 1{oly Spirit
hie xviii have no hesitancy in staying for
dinner under these circumstances though
it would appectr to be going fiat against,
common, sense. But in reality it is flot.
It is certainly goodi comimon sense ïa
a' y man to obey the voice of God -rather
than bis own failing, short-sighted wis-
dom. God may easily see that some
member of that household is just ready
now to receive a message which wifl
prove to be the savor of life to bis soul,
and the oniy way in wbicb God can
mnake it known to His servant is by His
Holy Spirit. Happy is the mian who
obeys the Holy Spirit, for bie, and he
only, can truly and with safety obcqy bis
common sense.

KING SAUJL.

FIRST PAPER.

The career of Saul, the first king of
the nation of Israei, given in the First
Book of Samuel, furnishes intercstingt
dcvelopments of the relation of thé'
Spirit of God to hurnan cbaractcr, suc-
cess and destiny. In the eigibth- chapter
is the accounit of Israel's demand or
rcquest tc, Samuel that bie should pro-
vicie a king for them. If they couid be
assurcd of a succession of sucli men as
Samuel xvas, to be their prophet, priest
and general dictator, it is probable that
the need of a king would not have been
feit as it was. But a kingr they must
bave, and, for * wise reasons of Ris own,
God consents to their desire, and thus
émerges an epoch in the history of Ris
people. And as wvhen a deliverer was
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