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Commenting upon  letter writton by
Mr. . W, Radeliffe Cooke, M.P., advo
eating the extensive of cider, ¢
don Duily Telegraph vecently said :
he fanatics of abstinence must agree
with Mr. Cooke's statement that for the
most part their artificial thirst-quenchers

use

are very nasty and not very wholesome.
If, indecd, pure water could be obtained,
all would accept the dictum of the Greek
poet Pindar, that nothing could be more
excellent.  But where is the water that
can be trusted until it has been hoiled 1

Half the zymotic diseases which plague
grest populations, enter the body by
cans of water-dcinking. And, seeking
a way out of this danger, the teetotalers

nerated  abominations offensive to the
self-rospecting stomach and damaging to
the cause of temperance.  What & magni-
ficent advance might be made by them
towards a restitution of popular favor if,
urn for the broken pledges
of Sir Willism Harcourt and their lost
Local Veto Bill, they boldly took up with
Herefordshire and  Devonshire
perry, eonciliating patriotism with good
taste, and satisfying at once the throat
and the conscience !
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sadly skilful, have shown by experiment
that there is hardly a beverage sold under
the fanciful and innocent names of teeto-
talism which does not contain aleohol ;
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