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rSACTIOAt 8XBn>0M;
the t;MpI« who ooltlyat d the Unds wew only
J«ft with eoongh to Habitiat on in a uiiMrable
ntuoer. All oonoeda that thera were many
Ikadlerde in IreUnd who granted pro)wr leaaea,
«nd behaved with propriety towardi th' ir ten*
antry; yet in the main, the praotical remit wm
that the whole profit of the Itmdt, vith the
caoeption of a poor, miserable anbsistenne to
the teoant who worked thum, went to the land<
lord, pnd al'to that whero improvemente were
made, an early opportnuity wan tak»'n to in-
orease the rental nf the lands to the ext«'nt to
whioh they haa bfoome capable of prodocing,
\rr Tirtoe of th? improvements which the ten«
ft and his family had made. This was a
atata of things which of conree did not merely
diminish, but destroyed, »hat hope of bettaring
himaelf, which is thd spur by which yon can
aspect men fn -ise, and under the inLnence of
which you can fizpeet hsppiness and content*
ment to be diffased. The first or one of the
«arlia«t writers op the subject of land holdin-j—Yotmg, I thicK—says : •Give a mai; but
nlna years' leai>e f a garden, and he will turn
it iato a desert; give him a freehold of the
naked rook, and he will turn it into a garden/'
And 1 be'udve that not' untruly represents the
nlative condition of thif;g8 between the short
holder under the cv atoms that pi-evail in Ire.
land and the proprietor. Now that situation
wonld have been bad enough it the rents so

'

«xaoted from the tenantty were rents in any
proper aeni- of the term ; but the
whole produce of the soil goes, not to en*
able the nnfoxtunate people to clothe them*
•alvei^

BUT TO LIVE IK BAOfl;

not to feed themselves, but to keep starvation
fr«m them; and, above that, the whole of the
piodDoa of the soil is taken by landlords who
do not live in the country. A certain
maasore of improvement and prosperity would
oeceasarily have arisen from the expenditure
on the soil of thoee enormous rent9; but to
make ^ condition miwr«ble enough, God knows
witht . it, still more miserable, the bulk of
those who received these rents wers absentee
landlords; and so it happened that speaking
once in the lartce^ not merely i fair share and
incremeat of the production of the soil, but
tha whole produce of the soil of Ireland, with
bnt wretched livings for those who nUAd it,

want away from Ireeaod—was rather a tribute
paid by Ireland to foreign countries, than capi*
tal legitimately applied within the land itself,
wjiioh would have occasioned the development
of trade and manufactures, which would have
given more employment, agriculturally as well
as otherwiaa, and pfoducad some mitigating
dienouitanoetf at any rate to relieve the dark-
iwae of tha picture to which I have referred.
I'juy it happened that there was lasuryfor the

ABoBXIXJlls liAHOIiUKD,

BBlMry for the resident tenant, as tha

rule, and that in a country of which
it haa been said, not, I Wlieve,
rhetorically, but it sober trath, that if you
wiped out the tenant's improvements you
would convjrt nine-tenths of Ireland into a
desert again. I have aiid enough to show that
the question of the land Jj at the core of the
Irish question, and to show how great was thfi
importance of any measure, such aa the Irish
Church Act, which should have tended 'en
in a moderate depjee to unite the diverse in*
ttireats of the occuiiant and of the land he oo*
cupied, and to create a land proprietary in Ire*
land. That iieuure was foUowed within a
year < r t*o by "^he Land Act of 1870, an Act
which was, no « ^abt, a useful Act, and which
waa, probably, in effect, I nave no doubt,quite
as strong and swac ping a measure as the public
opinion to which I have referred, and the
Gople of the Unit«d Kingdom would suffer to

passed at that day, but which in conse*
qnence cf that public opinior not being sufB.
ciently appreciative of the situation, waa far
behind what the necessities of the sittution
called for, and both tbe

OHtTBOU A.iD LAND ACT
were brought about, not from a sense of the
need of either or both measures—were brought
within the domain of practical politicaj not be*
caufij interested or selfish landlords or wealthy
tenants had oome to tha oonclnaion,
from some new turn of reasoning,
that the condition of Ireland wu
one of injustice that required ameliora*
ation, but because a great jail in the heart of
London was broken open, and some policemen
in Manchest r were killed. That it waa this
that afoosed England's a'^tention to Irish af-
fairs and rendered poaaible those measures of
reform is beyond doubt, and again tha a%me
nVd error, and ag^n justice and measures of
propriety and prudence too long delayed, and
again those lessons taught the Irish people, has
borne for so many years such fatal fruits which
as those to which Mr. Gladstone refeired. That
Land Act waa useful in its way but it waa not
wide enough; the liscd clauses most hopeful in
theory, which str.jok largely at the root of the
quesMon, turued out in practice not an nsafhl
aa tha land clauses with reference to tha Irish
Church owing to difference of condition. The
truth was that in other tespeota tha

LA»I» LAWS OF IRILANP,
M of England and Scotlasd, were grievously
iefeotive,and the expense of a voluntary trans*
fer of land in small parcels was almost prohibit-
ory. The search for titles, and copies and con-
veyances and conveyancing itself were snoh
that whatever price yoc might fix for those
modercte portions of land, which were the at*
most aspiration of the occupant wonld in many
cases fail to meet the expenses of oonveyanc*

islation wm unable to grappfe. There was an-
othar, in the want of sympathy on tha part of
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