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which way they had gone. The most
experienced among the trackers guess-
ed that they had scattered, and it was
possible to say where Lhe'y would re-
unite. But Jim would be back, said
the men, and then they could make up
their minds what to do.

“But Jim did not come. Though
they watched for him from hour to
hous; though even an ordinary rider
in urdlnar) haste might have been
back ‘before the second night fell. The
dark came again, and with it no Jim

Neither did -mornln;: bring him, and |
it was not unt¥! late afternoon on the |
fourth day that two men walked slow-
ly before their led horses into the
corrals,

Kitty, whose impatience was
vouring her, saw them come.
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At once her
after shot, until every chamber
empty. It mattered little whether
she hit or missed. The thing
was to recall the and almost be
fore she had firing a horse’
hoofs thundered through the
and a voice hailed her.

“That you shooting,
care, Don't shoot. any
then for a moment there
in the darkness outside, gal-
loping amongst the buildings, and
men running, and twice the sharp me
tallic ring of a rifle.

After that the main body of gallop-
ing hoofs seemed to recede towards
the hills, but the Boss and old AL
up to the house

‘Open the door and give
tern, my girl. They have
think, except and they
any more harm.”

There was a hardness in the Boss's
voice, which Mary Rolt had never
heard before in all the years she had
known him, but then had never
seen 'him before the light of
blazing stacks.

“Did you sce
fired,” he asked,
let him in.

“I think
Oh, Dick,
have 17"

shot
was

ang out
rang out, “T Suppe

ough to liv
“Oh,
right, t

wWe
main
all
men

ceased
corrals,

“You lhx

“You be
want then
1ed the
store.”

Polly ? Take
naxe,.
was bedlam
horses

and
butr

There
the
the
about
reined up
front of th

“Did you

“Devil a

“You g«
quick.’

“Yes,"

li
returm
haif

two

rode
me a lan-
allgone, 1

two, won't do

| Once
darker
politician.
fairly drov

iand he lo

| stacks.

e

in his

when
she

you
had |

anyone

as soon as

“We sha
warn the
“That’s
He's up ha
new if the

cemain,
anyone,
down |

but I am not
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she breaking
suddenly, and clinging to him. |

“Steady, there; steady, liftle wo-
man. Keep your nerve a bit longer.
You are doing splendidly. No, you
have not hit any one, more's the pity.
Where did you think you saw them?”

“Qver there by the store-house.” i

’ all night

“Ah! But they could not get in in . »
the time. Lucky we tumbled to their “Not
game. Just go and look at the house,
Al,’ touching his arm and whispering,
“say nothing if the missus has shot
straight.”

The old man nodded and went out

In a couple of minutes he was back
again for the lantern. When he re-
turned again he handed the Boss a
key.

“I thought
yourself, Boss.”

“Where did you find it ?" £

“In the door of the store ho

Rolt looked down at it for a mo-
ment. “The old devil,” he muttered. (

“Jest so. 3ut how did he come to
get it?”

“0ld Mary must hs
my room when she cz
afternoon.”

“Guess s0. Women had vught to do
their own chores. 1 ain't got no use
for, Injins round a ranch. They've
got all the rifles.”

“What?”

‘All them spare rifles
four dozen boxes of
should say, though
won't help em much. The rifles
forty-fives, and half the cartridges
were for your fifty hundred and ten.
Guess we bustled em bit or they
wouldn't huve made such a fool break
as that.”
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smoking, of course, and staring about
him as he slouched along without a
sign of has‘e, without a shout to tell
that he had come. Surely never any
man walked as slowly as Jim Combe,
never any man looked less like the
express messenger returned.

“He roesn’t seem in a hurry,” said
Kitty, and there was a world of dis-
appointment, and bitterness in  her
tone She expected every one to
show his excitement as she did hers.

4Did you ever expect Jim to look as
if he hurried osked Mrs. Rolt, who
was leaning over the girl's shoulder
at the window. “Did you want Jim
to boil up a gallop at the finish like
the driver of an Irish jaunting car?
Look at the horses.”

They indeed told a tale of haste in
the past haste of which they were no
longer capable, and possibly any man
with to effect might have
dragged his limbs as the horses drag-
gcd theirs,

Jim only walked slowly and limped
a little, stopping to speak to one of
the Im\\ and to help him off-saddle
the roan. * Then he walked quietly to
the house with ‘he not stop-
ping to hear much of what old Al had
to tell him.

But he managed ina at
deal in those quiet glances which Kit
ty resented so much.

‘Any one hurt?” were
to Al, re the
to open his mouth.

“Two of them hurt badly,”
to the fresh carth. “None
folk scratched.”

“Didn’t try to rush the ranch then?”

“Broke the -house and got the
guns while we were at the stacks.”

“Might have known that they would
try that. What did you all want to
go to the stacks for? Didn’t calcul
ate to blow them out, did you?”

Al hung his head. It is dispiriting
when you have a great story to tell,
to have it understood and sentence
pronounced before you have had time
to open your lips,

“How many Injuns wer

“About. fifteen. I guess.”

“More than that,” said the
had not there; t he
stop to argue hear any more de-
tails. He remembered the two bands
which he had seen on his way to Soda
Creek, and he knew ail that it wa
vital to know, so he followed Prothe-
roe quietly to the house.

The doctor's report was a good one

When sober he v
and Anstruther's
painful,

a view

doctor,
to take
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old man
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had
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time
pointing
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man who
been did not
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made.
man,

and soon
a capable
juries, however
ciently simple.
“A bundle of nerves,
high strung,” Protheroe's com-
nent. “A steer who had had the
same smash up would have gone on
feeding. Three ribs broken. badly
shaken and bruised a bit, ”-[‘
course; but the ribs have knit already.
i the right-thing, Mrs, |
re your | "
, they

were  suffi

fine bred and
was

up,

are .
I ought to have known
effective, but
severe, He let me loosen them a
little,” and his deft finger which
as delicate as a woman’s and a
as a man's, played about An-
struther with astoniching rapidity

“That's better, isn’t

Anstruther sighed,
move now, I-think, without fs

“But you must not; at least,
much. Jim was on the right track,
but he certainly did not give you much
play. You don't drink much,
you?"”

“No; not much.”

“And you're not twenty-five. Lord!
| Lord! What could hurt a man who
doesn’t drink and isn't twenty-five?
Your case was not worth the ride, but
perhaps we may have others,” he add-
ed cheerfully, “now that old Khelowna
| has broken out.”

As soon as the doctor’s insepction
was over, a council of war was held
|in the dining-rogm, whilst Jim and
the doctor cut themselves vast chunks
from the boiled salted beef on the
table. |

“Pity that the boys did not ovcr-‘
haul some of them,” said Jim.

“Yes, it would have saved a hull
lot of trouble,” agreed Al, “we could
have given them their medicine right
there. Now we've got to take it to
them.” 14

“You think that we can’t afford to
leave things as they are,” asked Rolt.

“I don’t think about it. Ihain"t
knowed Injuns since I growed grass
high for nothing. When Injuns start
on a racket of this kind, they've got
to be wiped out or they'll come back
like chickens to a doughnut. Ain't
that so, Jim?”

But Jim was busy eating and listen-
ing. He was not much of a gas bag
any way, the men said.

But at last even his appetite was
appeased, and he turned from ; the

“Of course,

Jim's packing; a trifle

were
strong

do

men to the Boss. {
“P'm afraid that it has got to be,

Jim was |
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Rolt. There are more- Indians out
than the boys think, and it's a vast
deal .more serious than I like. I saw
two bands coming this way on my
ride to Soda Creek. 1 met Khelowna
and I'm afraid he has raised the whole
country side.”

(To be continued.)

3
'
.

e

HaH

3
3

ar
o

The Farm

L
Lo

el

The

It is rather
best soil for
Sugar Bect
sclf at home
the soil is
soil warm ¢

soil

Culture of the Sugar Beet.

difficult to say what is
the production of the
since it seems to make it-
almost everywhere when
sufliciently *h and sub-
wd dry. The least suit-
being the very hes clay
and even that can be made very good
beet land by a generous application of
lime: The safe rule is this—that any
land which suitable for the
duction of corn is suitable for the pro-
duction of heets. The better
Iand it is, the better beét land it
likely to prove—and whatever is
best way to prepare it for beets.
We believe that the very best way
to prepare a field for
gin the pre wson af
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been harvested, and plough about
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d one inch deep yielded

Those plante

inches deen yielded only 18 ton

h half inch added

nting deducted very

¥rom the until the beot

four inches ¢ vielded
four tons per acre.

We believe that early
son while the soil moisture is cloze to
the surface that half inch is the best
depth. er in the season when the
soil moisture is not quite so ncar the
surface and the- soil warm a lit-
tle further down. it is often advis
to plant one inch deep, but never un-
der any circumstances should beets be
plarted more than 1% inches deep.
In using a beet drill there is not like-
ly to be much trouble, but with a
grain drill deep planting must con-
stantly be guarded against. The
beets should be cultivated as soon as
the rows can be followed; about a

19
a half

ubout
1 one and
o tha
mat
crop,
en

only

in the s a-

week later they should be cultivated |

again, and the thinning should be
done
cultivation. At this time the plants
should stand about 1% inches high.
If the thinning is delayed at this time,

the growth goes into a great many |

beets, which should go into one, and
the crop is likely to suffer according-
ly.
more difficult and expensive to thin
the crop when it gets larger. After
thinning, the beets should be cultivat-
ed about once each week until they
fill the rows. If the rows are plant-
ed about 20 inches apart, this should
be from 4 to § weeks after thinning.
Cultivating.
. If, the crop does not come up as
quickly as expected it can often be

immediately after the second !

In addition to this, it is much |

improved by rolling with an ordinary
land roller, J‘n cases where the crust
is forming, the roller will help to
pulverize it and if the land is too loose
it. will pack the soil more closely
around the seed and assist the ger-
mination. A great many growers
roll their field three or four times
after the crop starts to come up as it
will never damage the beets even
when two or three inches high, and
almost invariably improves the con-
dition of the soil. It is particularly
necessary to cultivate after each
shower, so as to break the surface
and thus conserve the moisture. This
question of conserving soil moisture is
a most important one for every
farmer to understand. To grow the
ordinary crop of roots or grain re-
quires from 18 to 22 inches of water.
During the growing season the rain-
fall is usually about
It is necessary, therefore,

to - have

10 to 12 inches. |

stored in the sub-soil a large amount
of water during the winter and early |

spring for the use of the crop in the
dry monthe of the summer.

Any |

soil which is hard on top, particul- |

arly if it is inclined to crack will lose
moisture very rapidly vhile in
condition. The careful farmer must
keep a  well cultivated mulch of three
or four inches on the surface to pre-
vent evaporation. This applies both
before the crop is planted as well as
during the growing months.

The second hoeing should be
about three weeks after the thinning
or when the plants are about 10 to 12
inches across.. The second hoeing is
mmended in all cases where there
and is practiced by

done

rece
are any weed
L'rl':nt many good growers regardless
of weeks, f«-r the extra cultivation it
gives to the land The are
ordinarily planted about inches
apart, and the plants Jeft 10 to
inches apart in the rows. In very
rich, loamy soil, where 'the beets are
inclined to grow out of the ground,
they should be left closer, to
compel the roots to go down in‘o the
for room This will not only
a heavier crop of better quality
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important to harvest the
it is ripe Too many
farmers believe that while the other
crops should be harvested when they
that the beets can b> harvest-
1y time.  This idea is entire-

From observations we
it to be just as important
harvest beets when they are ripe
it is to harvest a crop of wheat, oats,
corn or any other of the farm crops.
If not harvested they are likely to
take a second growth by which they
not only lose heavily in weight, but
also deteriorate considerably in sugar.

In this country it usually takes
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Facts About Hens and Eggs.

While heavy laying is as arule
desirable, phenomenal egg records are
not a guarantee of strong, rugged off«
spring.  There must be a limit.
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HOUSE FLY DANGER.
Them Is

to Prevent Their Breeding.
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year is doing mighty good laying, and
she is not so apt to break down (.u‘ly
in life s the one which is trying
“br the record.”

Pullets and yearling hens that have
done such remarkable work in their
first season, are not so apt to do heavy
work in the second year.

Extreme cold and extreme
weather affect hens alike.

The regular layers give the best
sized eggs, whil the spasmodic layer
generally produces an assortment of
sizes,

0

hot

The size of the egg becomes smaller
the hen increases the number of
her product. So also does the color
gradually change from a dark brown
to a light color towards the close of
the litter
There
the eggs
duce from
As
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hot
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tween
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1s not very strong fertility in
id by a hen that will pro-
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weather are indifferent
ayers,

a rule,

weathe
laid be-
in the
after-

of eggs are
of

majority
the
morning
noon.
Remember that
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to hurry

hours 9 o'clock
and 3 o'clock in the
full fed chicks are
It pays big di
their growth.
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The Use of Sulphur on Chickens.

give too emphatic a
against sulphur, which is'a
very commonly recommended remedy
for the control of the lice on chickens,
because its use usually leads to  dis-
astrous re A great many have
used sulphur lard, a seemingly
harmless combination, " on chickens
that have been infested from the
lousy mother. Not knowing in just
what proportion to make this mix-
ture, the has added enough
sulphur to make it yellow, feeling sure
it would be effective It is the effec-
tiveness of this prparation that leads
such bad results, for the sulphur
soon begins to burn the tender skin
of the chicken, making sores that sel-
dom heal, and it often the case
that from one-quarter to one-half the
young chickens thus treated die in
from two to ten days after the appli-
cation is made.

It much better to use
sweet oil or blue ointment,
subject young chickens to the
of burns from the use of such an ae-
agent as sulphur Burns and
subsequent should be guarded
aguinst as much as possible, for more
harm will arise from the an from
the work of the Storrs Experi-
ment Station.

We cannot
warning

and

novice

to

is

the lard,

but never
danger

tive

sores

lice.

Cure of Gapes.

thread-
It is

Gapes is a disease caysed by
like worms in the wiyndpipe
much_akin to husk injcalves and is
pukui up off the uxxx‘t in ‘the same

Death from exhaus-
onsequent u[mn{‘lul,uh ex-

f  blood
membranes.

gapes The

results)

cessive and loss
through irritation of the
Not al! gaping means
symptoms besides gaping are sneez-
ing, stretching the neck leepy,
moping discharge mucus,
wings carried and closed.
Lime and camphor dust are used by
being blown into a box in.which the
chicks A tablespoonful of
tincture vetida to a quart of
drinking wz has heen trm! with
good effect.  Thirty drops spirit of
camphor poured 1 sugar,
which then dissolved in a pint of
has given factory results.
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A BULLET-PROOF COAT.

Tested by a Gentleman As

To Its Merits.

Innccently

nal friend of writes
of the
1 amazing expe
When
ung of
tor

mine a
wlent Manchester
had
with bullet-proof a
in Paris at the
war, fluent French per-
suaded him to give him an opportun-
ity to demonstrate in England a thin
chain-armor shirt, which he said
would resist any bullet or bayonet. A
sample shirt had been hung up and
fired at with satisfactory results, but
it was with some skepticism that my
friend attended the official demonstra-
tion.
However,

corréspor
ience
he
the

ard

mor.

begin:
inven

was

to oblige the inventor, he
put on one of the shirts to show its
comfor{ and flexibility. It was then
that the inventor achieved a dramatic
effect, for he whipped out an auto-
matic pistol and blazed away straight
at my friend's chest. Fortunately the
armor proved successful. Before he
had received enough breath even to
protest, a War Office official grasped
armly by the hand.

§ he said, “you are a Dbrave

man

My friend disappeared with becom-
ing modesty.
Something Lovely.

He—“Can’t you find anything pleas-
ing to say about the members of my
I remémber they wére

She—“Well,

all dppored to our marriage.”




