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? These newspapers advocate:

‘British connection

Honesty in public life

1 Measures for the material
progress and moral advance-

§ ment of our great Dominion

1 No graft!

I o deais!

‘| “The Thistle, Shamrock, Rosé entwine,
The Maple Leaf forever.” :

\
" THE GOADING CONSCIENCE

The preacher above all men feels him-
\,lelf his brother’s keeper. Upon some
) :'preachers the thought sits easily; some it
jkeeps pegging away at the duties ®f the

bour; some it tortures like a hair shirt.
{Occasionally there is a preacher whose
igonding conscience makes him cry out
daily not so much for mercy as for jus-
tice. He is no respecter of persons; he
will hew to the line; for him justice must
be done though the heavens fall. So he
thinks. He is almost certain to become
convinced that other men of his own sta-
tion are less fearless and less just than
he is. He hears of things done in a cor-
ner which he believes should be proclaimed
from the housetops by men who have
some knowledge of them. They are silent.
He does not really know why they do

" pot speak, but he suspects that their rea-
sons are not good. \
There is a case in point. A preacher

whose conscience is quick and whose sense
of duty is a goad hears that a clergyman
of another church has been guilty of
‘shameful conduct. There are evil stories
afloat. The accused man is absent, said
lto be a fugitive. To give these stories
the authority.of public utterance will in-
lerease the scandal, perhaps, but exposure
lmay be regarded by the sensitive preacher
as a necessary part of the punishment of
the wrongdoer; and from his pulpit he
brands the accused and condemns thos:
who have failed to éxpose him. If this
be a preacher’s duty—and he must be-
lieve it is—it can readily be seen that it
is an awkward one; but that none the less
it must be followed out to its logical con-
clusion. No doubt the preacher who
takes this course would: have followed it
quite as quickly and as resolutely had
the sinner been a clergyman of his own
denomination; no doubt the goading con-
science would have worked in the same

the preacher’s own church.

‘No doubt the insistent desire for pub-
licity was absolutely divorced from the
knowledge that the scandal to be aired
would not affect the sect to which the
reacher belongs and to which he ad-
dresses himself. Yet the ery for justice,
if one is to follow always where it leads,
smiting, and sparing not even those who
suffer and are shamed by sins not their
own—this would be a grim business, Be-
;fore one' treads that road it may be
'thougﬁt that he should reckon all the
consequences, consider the innocent who
sometimes are struck across the shoulders
of the guilty or the suapected, and speak
not at all until publicity is to include
names, and proofs, and acceptance of full
moral and legal responsibility. If the pul-
1pit is to be the source of moral thunder-
bolts it must not be’ the home of insinu-
‘ations.

THE DOCTOR IN THE SCHOOL

All who think about the public schools
ehould give attention to the faets and
figures advanced in support of the con-
{tention 'that the country should pay for

!medical inspection of the pupils, thati
';there is quite as much need for the doc-’

Ne T e e The ®W1 it under the centrol of a mon-partizan

‘ perintendent of schools in New York city
thas said:

! “Tt seems folly to supply books to chil-
dren who cannot read them, or to place
children in classrooms when they cannot
isee what is written or drawn on the

blackboard. If the sight is defective, the]

child is hoplessly handicapped. The ex-

‘|penditure of a few thousand dollars for
glasses would enable thousands of chil-
dren who are now unable to do, their
'lchool work to stand on the same level
with their fellows.”

The New York Evening Post places in
evidence a few facts and figures. In New

York, in 1906, some 78,401 children were | the Intercolonial

! such medical
' necessary nor desirable to incur the heavy

fashion had the evil been discovered in'

these children who suffered from physical
“disability were backward in studies—from

Ordinary commercial advertisements taking|one to five years hehind the grade in
run of the paper, each insecrtion, $1.00

which their age would naturally placs
them. The statstics for New York, the
Post says, cannot be very far different
from those for B6ston, Philadelphia and
Chicago.

Arguing from the admitted facts
Post says:

the

Evidently this is a serious business for
educators. We are fully committed to
generous maintenance of public schools.
The general diffusion of intelligence is—
we are fond of saying on Fourth of July
—the very cornerstone of this republic.
As #” logical extension of principle of pub-
lic education, many cities and towns now
furnish text books free. To comserve the
physical welfare of the children is a step
in the same direction, but nét a longer
one. Physical defects, the experts assure
us, are the real troubles in most cases
which we inaccurately call stupidity, in-
attention, indifference to study, ill-tem-
per, sullenness, malicious disobedience,
and truancy. What the child who fails
to keep up, who drops out, and takes to
the streets and to crime—what he often
needs is not extra tasks by' way of pun-
ishment, the birch, or the discipline of a
reformatory, but glasses to correct astig-
matism, the removal of adenoids, or the
services of a dentist. That he may obtain
attendance, it is neither

expense of enlarging our hospitals and
dispensaries and increasing their staffs.
Children are allowed to suffer, not so
much because medical treatment is cost-
ly as because parents are ignorant. We
are persuaded that, if every echool sys-
tem had its physicians to report cases
needing attention, much would be done
by private initative to relieve the suffer-
ers from eye-strain and from disorders of
the digestive tract and of the respiratory
organs, much to improve the discipline
of our schools and increase their general
efficiency, much to accomplish the true
ends of public education—training our
youth to become intelligent and usefu]
members of the commonwealth.

THE INTERCOLONIAL

The Toronto Globp, the chief Liberal
organ, expresses the balief that whatever
cabinet changes may be made hereafter,
Mr, Graham will remain Minister of Rail-
ways, at’least during the life of the pres-
ent administration. It has its own theory
as to why Mr. Graham afid not Mr. Pugs-
ley was chosen for this portfolio:

“Mr..Graham is old enough to remember
that the chief government railway was
built as an interprovincial necessity. It
was so indispensable a condition of the
confederation of the provinces forty years
ago that Mr. Georgs Brown publicly avow-
ed his willingness .to build ‘six intercolon-
ial railways’ rather than have the scheme
of federal union fail. It did not follow,
however, that the Intercolonial Railway
should be used as a political machine, and
perhaps it was with a special design to
guard against its conversion to any such
use that Sir Wilfrid Laurier has given the
portfolio to a man from one of the more
westerly provinces. The experiment of
having a Minister of Railways who is an
entire stranger alike to the staff of the
road and to the dwellers along its route
is certainly well worth trying. There is
no reason to fear that Mr. Graham will
‘not rise to the occasion.”

There is some suggestion in the fore-
going of a condition mentioned by The
Telegraph whea the new ministers were
sworn in—that the Maritime Provinces may
encounter in Mr. Graham a king that
knows not Joseph. Ths Globe cuts out
an extensive programme of work for Mr.
Graham, or rather for some responsible
manager who, it suggests, should be chosen
to do his work for him:

“During the past two years the manage-
ment of the Intercolonial has been greatly
improved, and an approach has been to-
ward the complete commercialization of
the system. It will devolve on Mr.
Graham to continue the improvement, and
take the government railways still more
out of politics. This can best be done by
putting the management in the hands of
some official of tried capacity, proved in-
tegrity, and great force of character, with
a view to holding him individually re-
sponsible for its success or failure. Admin-
jstration by a Board of Commissionsrs
offers no hope of a permanent remedy, for
! the members of it themselves might be
| party politicians. A responsible minister

i at the head of the department and a re-
! sponsible manager at the head of the In-
| tercolonial might yet be the means of
| justifying the construction of that line
i for other than high reasons of state, Thia
i is Mr. Graham's opportunity, and he may

rest assured that in assuming his portfolio g i !
e y | there is to be a commission the Common |

Council would have to appoint the com-

missioners, and we shall hope there are.

enough public spirited aldermen to carryxronto Globe deems the new agreement a
If the Globe wers published in the Mari: | the plan along on broad grounds. The |fortunate one. Tt says in part:

time Provinces it would not say, or think, | first step necessary is to take the business|!

that the I, C. R. had been divorced, to any | of harbor improvements out of the hands ' ings’ brought about within the past few

he does so._with a widespread and sincere
desire on the part of the general public
that he will make his administration a
signal success.”

appreciable extent, from politics of late

ward the line; they desire that it shall be
retained as a public asset; but they do

bition of a surplus now and then, having

to more dizzy heights. It is possible that
extent in administering the Intercolonial
—particularly in the interval between gen-
eral elections—but that a minister will do
8o is extremely improbable. Mr. Graham
will be no more blind to the bids of ex-
pediency and to the pressure of party than
another.

The way to take the Intercolonial out
of politics, and to keep it out, is to place

commission designed to operate it as a
business proposition. It was right to ex-
tend the governmznt road to Montreal. It
would be logical and wise to extend it to
Georgian Bay and give it access to the
freight there awaiting it. “In these days
of big enterprises,” says the Toronto Star
(Lib.), “a government railway from Mon-
treal to the Georgian Bay would not be
a formidable undertaking. It would run
through a good country, and would pick

up plenty of traffic. In fact, under care-

| ful management the Ontario portion of

would pay from the

examined. Among them were 20,177 cases | start.” It is estimated that the extension
of enlarged anterior glands; 1,096 cases of | could be mad: for $20,00,000. But if this

cardiac diseases; 17,928 of defective vis-
L

is to be done it should be done for the

the public interest.

WHERE THE PEOPLE PROFIT

Some of the jourpals which objected to

Mr. Borden's proposal to investigate the
telephone and telegraph business with a
view to mationalizing both services have
made the mistake of attempting to prove
that public ownership of these public
utilities has been a failure wherever at-
tempted. The Montreal Gazette (Con.)
was quick to oppose this plank in the
Borden platform, asserting that the gov-

ernment had no husiness to consider in-!
terference with agencies which private

capital is handling satisfactorily. No doubt |

private capital—for which the Gazette
speaks--18 well satisfied. But what of the
public? “In Great Britain,” said the Ga-
zette, ‘“where the telegraph service has
been part of the national administration
since 1868, tke income falls short of the
expenditure by some $4,000,000 a year.
That is not the record of a ‘successful
national business,” at least to people whose
brain convolutions are unaffected by the
public ownership bug.”

To this the Ottawa Journal (Ind.) makes
answer in an effective article containing
information going far. to show that Mr.
Borden was quite correct in assuming that
public operation of telegraphs and tele-
phones is a question worthy of close and
immediate attention. The Journal points
out, in the first place, that the British
government telegraph service shows an an-
pual deficit which for some years has
varied, from $4,000,000 down. The Jour-
nal explains, however, that the price of
telegrams to the public in Britain is one-
half what it is in Canada. If the British
government charged the same price for
private messages which has to be paid in
the Dominion, the British telegraph ser-
vice would (with the same number of mes-
sagest as now) show a profit of fifteen
million dollars. The Journal’s estimate of
what is a national success includes na-
tional cheap service.

In the second place, says the Journal,
the rate for newspaper telegraph service
in England is the cheapest in the world.
It is 60 to 70 per cent lower than the
cheapest press rate in Canada or the
United States. In a single year; the most
recent of which we have the figures, 835,-
000,000 words were sent by wire in press
despatches in Great Britain, which con-
tributed to the Imperial® exchequer only
£141,600 or roughly $700,000—little over
eight cents a hundred words. In Canada
the ordinary rate is twenty-five cents a
hundred, and sometimes it is a dollar a
hundred. If Canadian press telegraph
rates were applied in England, the deficit
there would be wiped out by that alone,
leaving private messages there still at half
the price Canadians pay. The British gov-
ernment and people, however, seem satis*
fied to have newspaper information fur-
nished almost free. The educational value
of the press is doubtless the excuse.

In conclusion the Journal says:

“The Imperial telegraph service expen
diture includes many doubtful charges
which in Canada are not paid by the pri-
vate telegraph companies. For instance,
the British service delivers messages free
(of messenger charge) three miles out in
the country. Next, there is free trans-
mission to all railway companies of their
telegrams. The loss to revenue from this
cause is estimated by the Imperial Post
Office Department at over $2,000,000. This,
of course, while a loss to the revenue, is
a gain to public ends.

“Cheap service to the people, cheap ser-
vice to the newspapers, free service to the
railways—such are some points of the
British system.

“From these considerations we submit
with emphasis that the British telegraph
service is ‘a successful national business.” ” |

THE HARBOR.

There should be little difficulty in keep-
ing politics out of harbor matters. The
present is a favorable time to secure
united action by the city and the govern-

i aliens already admitted, many of whom |

men in the furtherance of harbor inter-
ests, and it may be that solid progress,
at a better rate of speed than we have
been accustomed to, is now in sight. If

a minister might ignore politics to a great

1 of the board of works.

! been appointed long ago and given control

! of the work of harbor development. The;
not take a great deal of stock in the exhi- | Mayor made a move in that direction but greater significance than
second his efforts. |
learned not a little of capital expenditure The result of aldermanic control of wharf  signed on Saturday in St. Petersburg.
and knowing how that item mounts ever ! matters through an unsatiefactory board ' The Royal families of the two countries Spain.. .. .
;shou]d satisfy the Council that the pres- |
ent chance to make a change is too good
to be neglected. One suggestion is that
the commission should include an engineer, |

i the Council did not

|
j
i of the Board of Trade.

tics.

The summer has gone and the time has
come to divide the available berths
among the steamship -companics. The
city has but one berth more than last
}yoar, notwithstanding the lavish promises
imadc last spring.
! able have apparently been allowed to fill
up to some extent with mud, and it is not
unlikely that there will be delay and diffi-
i culty in cleaning them up before the St.|
If this!
cleaning up process is necessary the alder- |
men should have known it before the
present day. They
gelect a director of public works, and such !
direction as there has been has come from '
useless amateurs. The opening of the.
Winter Port season usually brings a lot|
of complaint from the transportation com- |
and evidently

iven the berths avail-

Lawrence is closed to navigation.

have neglected to!

panies and the shippers,

this year is to prove no exception.

|
|
|
i

A special com-'
years. The people here are friendly to-| mittee on West Side matters should have  personal influence of King Edward, but

a member of the Council, and®a mr‘mbcr:
At all events the
harbor must be divorced from ward poli- a cousin of the Emperor of Germany and

States did not soon enough begin the
work of restricting immigration and shut- |
ting out undesirable foreigners. The result |

i

is a number of serious problems due to the !
vicious and degenerate character of the!

|

live in “colonies” in the slum districts of?
great cities and increase in startling fash-
ion the crime and misery of the Republic.

Mr. Frank P. Sargent, American com-
missioner-general of immigration, in dis-
cusing the new  immigration law, makes}
several points of immediate interest to!
Canada—provided this country is anxious |
to learn from the experience of its neigh- |
bors. He points out that “lately the in- |
flux of aliens into the United States
amounts to about 100,000 a month the |
year round. Of this great mass, Germans
comprise less than eight per cent., and|
English, Scotch and Irish are less than

ten per cent. More than two-thirds come '

from Southern and Eastern Europe and i
from Asia Minor. Physically, as well as|
in other respects, they are greatly inferior |
to the immigrants of a few years ago,when
the rush came from the northern part of !
the European continent. Physique is to be |
the measure of the new law. He who is'|
under-sized, poorly developed, with feeble |
heart action, not only unlikely to become |
a useful citizen, but liable to transmit his
feebleness to his offspring, is to be debar-
red.” .

A Canadian reviewer suggests that the
interest of Canada in this lies in the fact
that should this type of immigration find
his access to the United States forbidden,
he is apt to accept Canada as the next
best thing. Canada need not fear that she
will lack immigrants of a desirable type.
She can afford resolutely to close the
door against the unfit.

MR. SIFTON AND THE CABINET

The Manitoba Free Press, which speaks
for Mr. Sifton, confirms the story that he

was asked to enter the cabinet. From
what it says it may be inferred that Mr.
Bifton refusal is thought in the West to
have been a blow to the government. The
Free Press says in part:

“During the time of cabinet-making at
Ottawa, earlier in the week, the Toronto
News published a despatch from its Ot-
tawa correspondent, which dealt with the
situation accurately and comprehensively.
We quote a portion of it for the particular
enlightenment of our Winnipeg contempor-
aries, whose insane dislike of Mr. Sifton
led them into the publication of untrue
despatches from the capital. ‘The great
question of the moment here,’ said the
News correspondent, ‘is whether or not
Mr. Sifton will re-enter the government.
It is known that Sir Wilfrid Laurier is
anxious to have him accept a portfolio
and that Mr. Sifton is very reluctant to
do so. It is understood, also, that Western
Liberals generally are pressing for Mr.
Sifton’s return and insist that without
his capable administration and strong man-
aging hand the government will not do
nearly so well in'the West next year as
it did in the twe previous general elec-
tions. Mr. Sifton is now deeply involved
in important business interests and even if
he were so disposed could not readily re-
turn to the government. If he does sur-
render it will be in response to the strong
and persistent persuasion of the Premier
and the urgent representations of West-
ern Liberals. There is, of course, nothing
in the story that if he should re-enter the
government he would stand for an On-
tario constituency. He would continue to

have no fewer than thrce members in the
government.’ ”’

The Free Press is the chief government
newspaper in the West. While its esti-
mate of Mr. Sifton is very high the article
is not very flattering to the new min-
isters, and it would indicate that the Free
Press believes the appointments have left
the government in a weak position politic-
ally in Manitoba and the new provinces.

ANOTHER “UNDERSTANDING”

The Anglo-Russian ‘‘understanding” is

‘Three weeks will

the subject of widespread comment. In'
some quarters it is hailed as a triumph |
of British diplomacy, but by some public-}
ists the world is reminded that the Bear|
will agree to anything when he is noti
feeling strong, but that all agreements'
with Russia are written in water and will|
be forgotten in St. Petersburg when thei
Russians feel it safe to make default.!
Permanent good faith in international |
matters is not a Russian asset. The To—j

“Among the various good ‘understand-

slgnen ol ol G0l Lo ] ..348,330,000 !
months—partly, to all appearance, by the Germgny. v lsene wee een TegulgR 122,830,000
; i+ Austria.,... ¢ wees wesses ehge w 02050000 |

certainly also by the diplomatic ekill of Holland.... ... o 5,680,000 |
Sir Edward Grey—there are none of' Switzerland... ...... ...... .. 4,180,000i
the: one: em-  Belgium..io .ooic0 oov. o G 14880,000

Depmark.. oo v..i vies eskidae: 4,400,000

bodied in the Anglo-Russian convention

{Sweden. (.. 5 Lieiil wees B . 5,870,000
Norway.: "L..... sewioe wshbes e 300000
ov e leiaa e 110,000,000
are doubly united in very interesting ways Portugal.. ...... .... ... 3,8];)3,8(;3
b . S LIVEBes. .. i i aciia gl ( 00 |
r ., Jueen Aled ; e o ,070,
by marmigs. Queen Mexsudeie Mgl g o 14,670,000 |

the Dowager Empress Olga of Russia, is
the mother of the present Czar, while the
present Empress is a niece of the British
King. The Prince of Wales is therefore

Tibet, Afghanistan and Persia. These are

all what are called “buffer’” states, and PRpON. . .. .. ..... ....00 S0 4,400,000 |
Great Britain's interest in all of tl MOCICO.. s seeey sisa s 16,500,000
6 gt L e 23,830,000

arises out of her possession of India.

There is no desire on the part of the

British pecple to absorb any one of the
three, but there is a determination to pre-

from annexing |

|

To allow Russia to acquire Persia

vent any other power

them.

tion with India if Russia were hostile. To“
allow her to annex Afghanistan or Tibet |
would enable her to menace India fmmi
points of advantage so great that the cost

h { Practically the- integrity of Persia’s ter- |

ritory is thus guaranteed, the Globe be-
lieves, while the subjects of each nation

are to have free trading privileges as in-|

dividuals. The question of a railway
through Mesopotamia to the Persian Gulf
is deferred, as both Germany and France
are interested in it.

KOTE AND COMMENT

Mr. Borden’s toyr is proving most suc-
cessful. His reception in Montreal, where
he spoke last evening, must have been

most gratifying to him and his followers.
- * »

The local Conservatives appear to have
no intention of opposing Dr. Pugsley in
the bye-election. Mayor Sears, however,
| says he is going to run, and adds that he
lis confident of developing great strength.
tell the story now.

* * »

New Brunswick apple growers will be
interested in the report of Canada’s com-
mercial agent at Leeds. He says, in his
report on the fruit market, that Canadian

‘apples have now attained such fame on

the British market that local fruit dealers
are as anxious to get in touch with Cana-
dian shippers as the shippers are to find
buyers. If the shipper keeps up the stand-
ard of the apples bearing his name for a
season he can rely upon a steady trade
in years to come. There is also a good
market for Canadian pears, which should
be wrapped in tissue paper and packed
two layers in a box. He also points out
the advantage, and indeed necessity, of
making the word “Canada” or “Canadian”
a part of the brand so that the produce
may be distinguished from that coming
from other countries.

SMUGGLED CHINESE
PROVE A PUTLLE

No Law to Deport the Eighteen Con-
fined at Sydney

Will Likely Have to Keep Them
in Custody Until Necessary
Legislation is Passed —Ample
Punishment Provided for Oap-
tain Who Brought Them.

Ottawa, Sept. 4—There are eighteen
Chinese in custody in Sydney who are
providing a puzzle for the chief controller
of Chinese immigration in Ottawa, and
who seem to have hit upon a flaw in the
fabric of Canadian law.

The Chinese came ashore from the
schooper Chlorus, which brought them
from Newfoundland. The captain alleged
that they escaped. They were seized by
the customs officials as smuggled goods,
and are now in continement.

The law provides that a Chinese who
enters Canada irregularly may be placed
in jail for & year, but it makes no further
provision regarding them. No authority
is given to deport. It is not considered
good policy to keep eighteen Chinese in
jail for a year, and then give them their
liberty without even the payment of the
$500 entrance fee. A year in jail is hardly
a qualification for permanent Canadian
residence. '

The only thing apparently that can be

sit for Brandon, and thus the West would | done is to keep the Chinese until a law

can be passed mnext eession for their de-
portation, and then send them back.
There is ample authority in the law for
dealing with the captain who brought
them in. He can be fined not less than
$500 and not more than $1,000 for each
Chinese, and his vessel can be seized.

THE WORLD'S WHEAT CROP

Estimated at Well Over Three Billion
Bushels

Nearly Thrée Hundred Million
Bushels Less Than Last Year--
Canada’s Production Set Down
as Ninety Three and a Half
Million Bushels.

A cable to the New York Sun from
Buda Pest says:

The official estimates of the world’s
production of wheat -in 1907 gives the
grand total at between 3,100, 130,000 and
3,205,550,000 bushels. By
amounts, in bushels are as follows:

Great Britain.. 52,250,000

taly..) o,

Hungary (including Croatia and
Slavonia)..
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Roumania. . ... 83,170,000

Bulgaria and East Roumelia. .. 31,170,000

ialso of both the Emperor and Empress of Servia.... .... .. .. v.coevvenn 11,000,000 ;
Russia. It would be hard to overestimate Turkey, European Asia..... .. 47,670,000
the influence of such relationships in es- East India.. ... ... .... +3 <d11,960,0004
Bl e £ ; Vnited States.. ... ... eoeiss 641,670,000
ta0ls ing and mameaning e ete ot en @ L 93,500,000 |
cral peace.” P Avgentind o0 oo o . .159,500,000 |
2he agreement, the writer explains,; Chile...... ...... + . 16,130,000 |
deals only with the relations of the two Uruguay.. ........ .8’230’00']‘
e } i ST Amptralin.. ... .0 cielial 73,700,000
powers 1n the three Aslatic countries o Almerd. o .. 33,800,000

Tonpm..... ..

Reports from South Africa, Pamguay;
The |
crop is 288,270,000 bushels less than last !

and Brazil have not yet arrived.

year.

back of a mule, the animal holding up the
roof until daybreak.

animals in the stable would have been
smotherad to death.

| Slazgnger’s Doherty Rackets.. ..

| Slazenger’s Demon Rackets...
: Slazenger’s Renshaw Rackets........
| Slazenger’s Champion Rackets..... 3 .
| Slazenger’s LaBelle RacketS.........eve.s

ses wmie 5181500,000

....130,000,000 !
2,270,000 |
! Russia and KEuropean Asia.. ..555,500,000 ‘

6,230,000 |

Galloup says that!
but for the heroism of the mule all the;

Lﬁwn"l‘ennis Supplies S Q

There will be no let-up to the popularity of this splendid game during
To play well you need the best materials, such as—

season.

Slazenger's Centraject Rackets

Gold Medal Rackets....
Vantage Rackets...
Lakeside Rackets.... ..
Spalding’s Greenwood Rackets.. ..
Spalding’s Geneva Rackets.. .. .. .. ...
Slazenger's Championship Balls, per doz.

Spalding’s
Spalding’s
Spalding’s

Racket Presses, Centre Straps, Nets, Marking Tapes, Gut Preserver and Ball Care

riers. The best values in Rubber Sole Shoes. Examine them. Price $4.00 per pglr.
W. H. THORNE & CO., LTD., ., St Jonn, N. B
R— e e

50 FEET OVER RDADWAY

Stranger’s Dizzy Climb Among Huge
Steel Girders

|

How the City Looked from the
Thirty-third Story of the Singer
Building--Fourteen More Floors
to Be Added--Secret of the Iron-
worker's Security High in the
Alir.

All other skyscrapers in New York are
overtopped by the Singer building, the
columns for the thirty-third story of which
were erected four days ago, so that the
giant tower was 510 feet two inches above
the curb, triumphing cver the Park Row
building, its nearest rival, which is 382
feet. The steel frame of the new skyscrap-
er is more than two-thirds completed. The
last of the forty-seven stories will give it
a height of 612 feet and one inch.

A visitor to the tall structure found G.
R. Prior, the assistant superintendent, a
young man with a square jaw, at work on
a bulky batch of blue prints in the con-
struction office, on the second floor, and to
him madé known his wants.

“Yes, we're the highest in the city, now,
and we're climbing right along,” said Mr.
Prior. “Like to go up and look her over?”’

The assistant superintendent and his
visitor boarded a rough, wooden elevator
and were whisked up a long narrow shaft
to the twenty-first floor, by a dummy en-
gine. There the elevator stopped.

“They don’t run any higher on this
shaft,” explained Mr. Prior. “It is con-
sidered unsafe in this building to run one
elevator to the top, so they have a re-
lay, each car covering twenty odd floors.
The other isn’t completed yet. Step out
and see how New York looks from our
twenty-first.”

The stone flooring was set on the twen-
ty-first. floor, and the huge steel girders
and corner columns reached high above.

“There’s nothing but steel above this
floor so far. They haven’t got the floors
in yet,but there are a few boards to stand
on. Don’t look down to the street from
this floor. You will spoil the effect of the
greater height.”

Mr. Prior stepped nimbly on a shaky
ladder and clambered to the mext floor.
His guest followed more slowly. Up they
went, floor after floor,always up the shaky,

tottering ladders near the elevator shaft.’

Once the stranger to such heights looked
down, but once only. The sight made him
dizzy. Far below, to an almost infinite
depth, it seemed, reached the shaft. The
higher up they went, the narrower grew
the ladders. At times they were obliged
to crawl between steel girders to reach
the ladders above. i

“Never Look Down,” He Warns.

“Don’t look down,” cautioned Mr. Prior.
“Keep your eyes on the rungs of the lad-
der. There is no danger then. An ex-
peri'enced girder worker never looks down.
Some of them have and have fallen. Others
have lost their nerve, and when a steel
worker on a tall building loses his nerve,
he had better quit the job. He’s no good
after that.”

At last the top floor was reached. The
superintendent and his visitor walked out
to the edge of the structure on a huge
girder, and looked across the city. The
scene was inspiring. Far below lay ten
and fifteen-story buildings. They secemed
to be squatting in the streets like shan-
ties. To the north, Broadway stretched
off like a slowly moving river of humanity
into which flowed the other streets like
parrow channels cut through gorges in
the mass of lesser buildings. Directly be-
low, a Broadway surface car looked like
a plaything. People appeared like dark
dots, coming and going unceasingly.

Below and around crouched the twenty-
story skyscrapers that had formerly been
marks of wonder. They looked scarcely
higher than toy houses. The gtranger
looked down on the roof of the tall Trin-
ity building as from a five-story house up-
on the roof of a cottage. The West street
building to the south seemed like a doll’s
house. The tall structure at No. 60 Wall
strwet looked small and insignificant, and
the Flatiron building loomed dimly to the
north. Only the Park Row building tow-
erec ominously near and high as though
reluctant to relinquish the supremacy it
had so iong held.

Far off to the southeast, the towers and

countries the! minarets at Coney Island rose through a

haze of mist, and beyond it lay the blue
of the ocean. The far Jersey hills lay
bathed in the sunlight and the bay was
dotted with tiny black specks—steamships
and sailing craft—clear to the Narrows
and out beyond to sea.

To the north, New York looked like a
great brown brickyard. The houses and
buildings lost their individvality and
merged into a heavy dull sheet of sun
baked mortar and brick, and, up beyond,
the Hudson wound its way through the
shadow of the Palisades.

The scene was strange, unreal.
as though looking down on the world
from some distant planet. The wvisitor's
feet felt as if they had lost their weight.
It seemed as though they would go danc-
ing, regardless of results, off into space
with his body tumbling after. Then he
peered over the brink
structure—it is but sixty-three feet square
—into the street. and the sickness that
comes to those who are unaccustomed to
look down from great heights came cver
him, and he clutched a steel girder for
support.

Now the superintendent was speaking.
“It is always cool up here,” he said.
“Sometimes on the hottest days I have
seen the men come down shivering with
cold. Many of them wear heavy coats all
the time. It is just like going onut into
the country, or climbing a mountain.”

And he was right. The air was as fresh
as though blown direct from the occan.

“Look at that man, lying out there cn
that girder. He is hanging 500 foet
above the earth, yet he is no more fright-
ened than you would be on the street.
See, he is smoking a pipe. Men that are

It was

{ brought up in this business get used to

The roof of Ben Galloup's stable in Al-|
len county (Miss.), fell during the night|
would imperil Britain's effective connec- | recently and the ridge pole lodgad on the|

it. They would just as soon work up here
on one of those narrow beams as they
would on the second story of an apart-

ment house. A fall means death in either’

case. There is no difference to them.
They never stop to think. You remem-
ber the fate of ‘steeplejack’ the other
day? He fell four feet and was killed.

“And straight to busy camps and marts

Well, these men know that should they
fall two stories, they would meet death
just as surely as though they fell forty,
so it’s all the same to them.”

‘“How many men are there at work
here?”

“We have about 400 now, but there will
be more later.”

“Do you ever get out yourself on those

*| girders over the street?”

“Oh, yes, come along, and I’ll show
you.”

The visitor followed his guide. A greaf
steam crane was just about to lift a eix™"
ton column into place.

“Step on here; stand on the chain that
holde the column, and hold on.”

In a moment the powerful engine had
swung the girder free of the structure,
and the superintendent and his guest found
themselves clinging to the steel beam as
it dangled 500 feet above the street. It
was over in a minute. The beam swung
into place and tl!\e two men stepped back
to the building. :

“How did you like it?”’ asked the super-
intendent, with a grin.

“Very well for an experience, but once
is enough.”

“Oh, these steelworkers don’t mind. We;
pay them $4.50 a day, and they think it is.
‘easy money.” The other day one ‘of them.
told me he would rather work up here un-
der the sky than dodge Broadway trolley
cars. He said it was less dangerous.

“The “whole secret of the thing, the
shield that guards the steelworker fromy
death, is that which every one is taught:
when he learns the business. It is not to
look out nor down. Their work is on the
building. They look toward the centre of
the structure. The girders lie a few feet
beneath them, and it is no different to
them than working on the ground floor.
You never see a steel worker on a tall
building looking down to the street, or off
.away from the point of his work. This is
what saves him. It gives them the cool
nerve, and steady foot, and head that ap>
necessary to save them fram destruction.”

Mr. Prior said that it was no harder to
construct a forty‘fivestory building than
it was to put up one of ten stories.

“The only difference is that we have to"
hoist our heavy beams in two relays. They
are first lifted to a scaffolding on the four-
teenth floor, and then another hoisting en-
gine brings them up here. Do you see
how those corner columns are braced with
crossing girders? These are wind braces.
The wind pressure is' so great on a tall
building that we put them on for safety.
The foundations of this building extend
ninety feet into the solid rock below the
curb. They are anchored in concrete with
heavy beams attached to great chains. That -~
is also to offset®the effect of high winds.
This building will be just as safe and
solid as a ten-story one.”

Once again in the street, the stranger to
dizzy heights bade his guide good-by and
drew an easy breath.

“Come around again when we get up to
the top, and see how it seems a hundred
feet higher,” said the superintendent cor-
dially.—N. Y. Post.

The City of the Soul.

+ (John Masefield, in the Nation, London).

Troy Town is-covered up with weeds,
The rabbits and the pismires brood

On broken gold, and shards and beads
Where Priam’s ancient palace stood

The floors of many a gallant house
Are matted with the roots of grass,
The glow-worm and the nimble mouse *

Among her ru‘ns flit and pass.

And there, in orts of blackened bone,
The widowed Trojan beauties lie,
And Bimois babbles over stone
And waps and gurgles to the sky.

Once there were merry days in Troy,

Her chimneys smoked with cooking meals’,
The passing chariots did annoy

The sunning housewives at their wheels.

Anfl many a lovely Trojan maid
Set Trojan lads to lovely things;
The game of life was nobly played,
They played the game like Queens and
Kings.

So that, when Troy had greatly passed
In one red roaring fiery coal,
The courts the.Grecians overcast
Became a city in the soul.
* * * * * -
In some green island of the sea
Where now the shadowy coral grows,
In pride and pomp and empery
The courts of old Atlantis rose.

In many a glittering house of glass
The Atlanteans wandered there;

The paleness of their faces was
Like ivery, so pale they were.

And hushed they were, no noise of words
In those bright cities ever rang;
Only their thoughts, like golden birds,
About their chambers thrilled and sang,

They knew all wisdom, for they knew
The souls of those Egyptian Kings,
Who learned, in ancient Babilu,
The beauty of immortal things.

They knew all beauty; when they thought
The air chimed like a stricken lyre;
The elemental birds were wrought,
The golden birds became a fire.

[
The singing flames were swiftly gone;",
The trembling leaves of human hearts
Hid boughs for them to perch upon.

And men in desert places, men
Abandoned, broken, sick with fears,

Rose singing, swung their swords again,
And laughed and died among the spears.

The green and greedy seas have drowned
That city's glittering walls and towers;
Her sunken minarets are crowned
With red and russet water-flowers.

In towers and rooms and golden courts
The shadowy coral lifts her sprays.
The scrawl bath gorged her broken orts,
The shark doth haunt her hidden ways.

of the narrow !
| The Atlanteans- have not died,

But, at the falling of the tide,
The golden birds still sing and gleam,

Immortal things still give us dream.

The dream that fires man’s heart to
To build, to do, to sing or say,

A beauty death can never take,
An Adam {from’ the crumbled clay.

make,

On Campden wold the skylark sings;
In Campden town the traveler finds
The inward peace which beauty brings
To bless and heal tormented minds.

0! still it is in Campden town;
Man lives and works and hates and likes.
The beach-leaves drop and rustle down,
The bells chime when the church clock
strikes,

The plough-teams jangle to the feld;

By rick 1nd stack the straying kine
Munch wisps of the fat acres’ yield;

The golden wind-vanes swing and shine,

And there is beauty everywhere
In that gray, curving English street.
The man who goes a-wandering there
I think his blood doth quicker beat.

And no man walks her lovely ways,
And marks the shifty wind-vanes’ gleam, j

But thinks of noble deeds and days, 5
And builds a town of Troy in dream.

For there those elemental fires
Set hearts aflagme like glowing coal,
To build and gild the carven sEirea,
To crown the city of the sou




