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THE OLIVER INVESTIGATION.

Hon. Frank Oliver and the Government of which
he is a member are evidently in no haste to facilitate
into the charges which bave been
made or insinuated against the minister, Mr., Me-
Gillicuddy, an old and faithful Liberal, preseuled his
rime Minister as early as March 2nd.

the examination

charges to the P
He was desirous of confining the investigation ‘within
party limits and without public sc andal, To that n?l\d
he labored with Sir Wilfrid until March 21st, having
some seven conferences with him, and writing several
leiters besides. Sir Wilfrid turned him down and re-
fused imvestigation, refused even it is said to persuxmllly
look into the evidence that McGillicuddy had in his
possession to prove his declaration that Oliver was a
“poodler and a grafter.”

There it remained until April
NWilfrid have moved further in the
article in the Toronto Telegram appeared on that date
with the facstmile of the minister's bank account, show
ing deposits of $70,000 in two sums. Then Sir Wilfrid
m:;dp- a statement in the House to the eftect l\‘m(
Mr, Oliver had denied to him that there was anything

, nar would Sir
matter had not an

s .
Of all our public libraries, one of the most inter:
esting and most deserving of public support is the Can-
adian Free ubnry for the Blind, which was established
at the village of Markham in 1906, It is now pro-
posed to move the institution to Toronto, in order that
it may Be ‘more easy of mccess, and to improye its
usefulness by placing some hundreds of addifional
volumes on its shelves. An effort will also be made to
install & press for the manufacture of tactile books, in
order that some of the gems of Canadian Literature
which have never been reproduced in raised letters may
be enjoyed by the blind.

This library has also a department of free instruc
tion in the art of reading tactile print. While It is
difficult for those of us who are blessed with sight to
realize fuily how much tactile books, and the ability to
read them, will mean to our five thousand fellow-Cana-
dians who are doomed to pass their days, as well as
their nights, in utter darkness, this library’s appeal for
public support on humanitarian grounds is eloguent.
When we add to this a consideration of what it
meaqé to the state to educate the blind, patriotic mo-
tives should induce generous contributions to. the en-
dowment fund of the institution. It is of paramount im.
portance to the state to make the blind population sel®
supporting, and the way to do this is to educate the
blind. The seeing man without education has hun-
dreds of avenues of employment open to him that ave
closed to his blind brother, Indeed, there is very
little normal labor that the blind can perform, and none
that is profitable; while in the réalm of intellectual en-
deavor their opportunities are illimitable,

A good circulating library of books they can read
is more important to the blind than is such an institu-
tion to people who can see. In these days of cheap
literature, even the man of small means can at least
own a small library. For the blind there is. no cheap
literature, owing to its bulk, for the sheets can only be
printed on one side, and to the necessarily limited sale
A book printed for the blind costs several dollars, while
the same work can be owned and eénjoyed by a Sseeing
person by the outlay of a few cents,

This library is established under the, Ontario Pub-
lie Libraries Act 1t is under Government inspection,
and its accounts are carefully audited. The library is
available to all the blind of Canada, from Halifax to
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SHAMPOOING THE ENGLISH

a—
(From The Clockmaker.)

Digby is a charming little town. It is
the Brighton of Nova Scotia, the re-
sort of valetudinarians of New Bruns-
wick, who take refuge here from the
unrelenting fogs, hopeless sterility and
calucareous waters of St. John. About
as preity a location this for business,
sald the clockmaker, as I know of in
this country. Digby is the only safe
harbor from Blowmedown to Briar
Island. Then there is that everlastin’
jong river, runnin’ away up from the
wharves here alost across to Minas
Basin, bordered with dikes and in-
terval, and backed up by good up-
land.

A nice, dry, pleasant place for &
town, with good water, good air, and
the best herrin’ fishery in America,

ahead. And pray what is that? said
I, for it appears to me to have ev-
ery natural advantage that can be

port, said he. They ought to send
a delegation 10 England about it! but

e0~
che powders” and other
. mak- nnl: prepossessing young luy with

W n do| iy o
their proper work In nature’s own Miss Rose L.

desired. It wants to be made a free

antd & pleasant manner Is
.mmt of the mlﬂ..

the city yum':’yu'n:ﬂ”vm ve &
@ cl A
publi¢c demonstration of her on

Wednesday evening in Keith's assem:|
bly rooms, She has taken part in 30
contests, 13 of which were champlon-

gls. Rheumatism. and Headaches due|sbiDs. and she has made the best

showing in all. She holds three inter-

lood. national troj
2R phies, having won each
i b o 1250, o i) 2| iy succeein. e i

not compete last year, but she has
beaten Mr. Blalsdall who won last
year's trophy several times.

Miss Fritz can operate the type-
writer with her eyes blindfolded, and
carry on a conversation or exercises
in mental arithmetic at the same time.

She has a record of 265 words per

minute and her best hour's work was
at the rate of 130 words a minute.
She has made another record of 36,
812 finger movements with only 3 er-
rors,
“Anybody can do fast work if they
learn the keyboard as a planist learns
his instrument, and practice hard
enough,” sald Miss Fritz to a Standard
reporter, That is if your fingers are
not all thumbs. Unless yon learn the
touch system--that is leéarn the key-
board so thoroughly that you don’t
have to look at it—you are not like
ly to make any speed réecords. The
busipess colleges of Canada are now
teaching the touch system.

“I use all my fingers and my right
thumb. You can judge of the agility

but it wants one thing to make it go required and the repponsiveness of

the machine from the fact that my
highest rate of speed involves 13 dis-
tinct movements a second.”

Ilms Fritz is stopping at the Roy-
al,

—

Wire Mattresses,

Mattresses,
Feather Pli

iron Bedsteads,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

ws, oto,

101 to 106 GERMAIN STREET. .

Branch Office ..

(INCORPORAYED 1851.)

Western Assurance Co

CAPITAL = ..

S %8 ue as sssssees 4s ws ww ae

. e

[
npany
.. $2,600,000.00

« +. 98 Prince Wiiliam 8t., 8t. John, N, B.

R. W. W. FRINK, - =  Manager

New Yellow Beans, Ex.Choice Spinach,
M Sweet Potatoes, Rhubarb and Tomatoes,

Florida Grape Fruit
Phone543.

F. E. Williams Co. Ltd.

wrong, that he believed his colleague, and that, as Mc

Vancouver.

Books are transmitted free of postage,

Gillicuddy had told him that, faililng action on the

Premier's part, he would be obliged to take his evidence
elsewhere, he had in turn told MeGillicuddy that he
could teke his charges wherever he pleased, but that
Premier, would take no action.

he, the - -
was made by Sir Wil

On the day this statement

frid, Mr. Oliver sald nothing though his conduct Was
in question On May 1st he informed the House that
he would make tatement the following day. In

the meantime the Toronto World had commented upon
the Telegram's article, and had added some gossip from
Ottawa, including a story that in 1907 Mr. Oliver had
passed an order in coun oviding for an advantageous
selection of subsidy lands in Saskatchewan for a rail-
Manitoba. Putting this story side by
reception by the minister of a deposit of

way built in
side with the
$50,000 near the same date, a basis was laid for infer
ence that the latter transaction resulted from the au-
thorization made by the order-in-councii, although the
World was careful to make neither statement nor in-
sinuation. -

Here was a great opportunity for Mr. Oliver. and
Be seized it with avidity. Declaring in his place in the
House that the statements in the World made it pos
sible for ahyone to infer that he had received the
$50,000 on account of his passing the order-in-council,
he exalted the inference into a charge inst his in-
tegrity, and asked that a commitiee be struck to in-
vestigate that matter and that alone. He did not even
refer to the Telegram article, nor to the MeGillic uddy
charges, nor to the Premier's statement in regard to
these two Sir Wilfrid hastened to play up to his
minister's lead, and a resolution was at once introduced
to appoint the committee asked for, and whose work
was to be confined to the matter mentioned by Oliver.
The Opposition tried to get the scope widened, to in-
clude investigation into the original charges preferred

by Mc licuddy and outlined in part by the Telegram.
The Government majority voted them down, refused the
real inqu and authorized the counterfeit.

This occurred on May 3rd. Even then Sir Wil
frid took good care not to name the committee until
May 11th, He himself would be far out at sea before

the committee could organize, and by this manoeuvre |

escaped being summoned to give evidence. The com-
mittee may be called for organization in a few days,
but will take good care to do nothing before adjourn-
ment. All this shows either how little the minister
prizes his honor which is as how sure he is
that he has so fixed the charge and limited the tribunal
that he is already as good as whitewashed. He is
quite content to pass the summer under the cloud;
happen in the meantime, and when
to work next August many

led, or

many things may
the committee does get
things may be done then.

Meanwhile a vigorous discussion of the whole mat-

and the librarian promptly malls books ordered from
the catalogue. Correspondence is invited with the
secretary, Mr. 8. C. Swift, M. A, 8 Washington Avenue,
Toronto, The treasurer, Mr. E. W, Hermon, 37 Balmuto
street, Toronto, will gratefully acknowledge subscrip-
tions towards its endowment fund.

“POLITICAL HOOLIGANISM.”

However lightly the Government organs profess to
regard the idea of annexation, so frequently put forward
in the United States as the ultimate end of Canada
under Reciprocity, and, however eagerly they quote
President Taft's declaration that all such views are
‘bosh,” it is evident the situation is causing grave con-
cern in England, The press have not been slow in
drawing attention to the design which underlies the
agreement and to quote President Taft himself as saow-
ing his avowed hostility to Imperial union.

Discussing the President’s address in New York—
the one in which he characterized the annexation talk
as “bosh"—the Standard of Empire says it has not
created a favorable impression in England, waeére it s
regarded as carrying its own refutation. The Standard
continues

“It has been fairly said: ‘The attempt to clear one's
path of awkward facts by swinging a bludgeon is not
statesmanship, but political hooliganism.’ Canada and
Britain would have beeén interested in any reasoned
statement from the. President of the United States
touching the unmistakably sincere expressions of ambi-
tion in the direction of union between Canada and the
States which have been publicly expressed by the U. S.
rallway magnate, Mr. J, J. Hill, Mr. Champ Clark, and
a host of lesser lights. But the mere labelling of such
aspirations (wildly cheered by representative United
States audiences) as ‘bosh’ is unconvincing, and not per-
tinent.

“And this is not the worst of it. In almost the
same breath which gave us the bludgeon-like ‘bosh,’ the
President proceeded to explain his clear desire to build
up a United States-Canadian commmercial union which
should strangle the growth within the ;Br"illsh Empire
of the practical ideal of Imperial union based upon
Preference. He referred angrily to the forces at work
in England snd Canada which aimed at making Can-
ada ‘part of an Imperial commercial band from England
round the world to Engfand again by a system of prefer-
ential tariffs’; and very truthfully added that thesé
diabolical schemes of British Empire patriots would
‘derive an impetus from the rejection of the U. S.-Cana-
dian treaty.’ They certainly would. ‘Why should we
not have closer union with Canada? . . Canada’s
Government is one controlled entirely by her people,
and the bond uniting the Dominion with the Mother

ter is being conducted in the Wes and new lights are
being turned on. The inquiry
as te where the money came from. The facsimile
bank account shows numerous payments from this
$70,000 credited to the minister's, and the gquestion is
being to what these payments were for.
What was the nature of the trust? For it was stated
and Mr, Oliver did not deny that the account was head-
ed “in trust.”

The Edmonton Capital details a story that one with-
drawal of $18,000 on Sept. 28th, 1908, was made by Oli-
ver himself, in five and ten dollar bills, and taken by the
minister into theé eonstituencies of McGrath and Herron
and used therein to compass if possible their defeat.
Another paper, the Calgary News Telegram, says that
fhe Edmonton Bulletin, the minister's paper, has ab-
sorbed many thousands of dollars in the effort to keep
it alive as a daily, and asks if any portion of this trust
fund has gone into that concern. And so on and so
forth. The question arises as to what sort of a trust
account the minister had opened in the Imperial Bank,
and whether out of it the disbursements of large sums
to debauch the electors and sustain party newspapers
were legitimate,

These are more than insinuations, they affect the
standing of the minister, and they are much more de-
finite than the Toronto World article, which the min-
fster has asked to be investigated. Will he now move
to have these referred to the committee? If he deems
an inference affecting his honor necessitates immediate
nvestigation, what will he do with these direct state-
ments publicly made, and in his own province?
It is a great pity that the minister does not frank-
Iy meet the question. If this account was a trust
1 and the tra honest, why does he not
in a few sentences reveal the real sitnation? Why
quibble, and evade and concoct fake charges, and play
0 this transparent way to the galleriés, when a five
minutes’ statement would settle the whole matter? De-
pend upon it that is what the people ask of a minister
of thie Crown, and they should not be satisfied with

. Faney a British statesman in his position, doing

pressed as

is being persisted In;

Country is light and almost imperceptible.

“We venture to think that Mr. Taft will find that
bond less ‘imperceptible] less easy to snap, than he
l(hinkx. Meantime, we trust his speech will be most
carefully siudied iu the Bmpire's pieiiler Duaiiion, aid
in England. It is far from being ‘bosh’; but in its
essence it differs strangely little from the outspoken
and ambitious public utterances which it dismissed as
‘bosh.’

THE PREVENTION OF FIRES.

The losses last year by fire in the United States
and Canada were , and this year the total
threatens to remch $300,000,000, for the figures for the
first quarter of 1911 show losses of $69,907,260, an in-
crease of over $19,000,000 as compared with the same
period of the previous year. Material reductions in fire
insurafice cannot be expected unless this excessive fire
waste is reduced.

It is agreed by (overnment officials, underwriters
and firemen that the majority -of these losses are due
to carelessness and easily preventible. Nearly all of
the recent fires which have attracted public attention,
because of the entailed heavy loss of life, have been
due to the carelessness and indifference of owners, oceu-
pants or municipal authorities. Criminal carelessness
with matches, the alpwing of inflammable rubbish to
aceumulate, dangerous construction, lack of proper fire
protection and other conditions favoring the starting and

read of fires were evident in ndarly every case. Few
of those r are ever d, and public fn-
terest and indignation die down very quickly.

What is needed is the enforcement of individusl
and municipal responsibility. ‘The greatest help will
come from the in and of a
sense of their individual responsibilily for the excessive

fire waste. If this cannot come as a result of publicity
and ,x“lln fine and on
those whose I and neglig is I

for fires, would soon develop it. In Germany a fire is
treated as a crime, not a misfortune.

s he is doing!  But then even the most vivia

for the fact that fire losses in Germapy afe

fion could not fancy that. Is the sense of public honor

the fact i8 they don't onderstand dip-

1 guess we may stump the univarse
in that line, Our statesmen I consalt,
do onderstand it. They go about s0
beautifully, tack so well, sail so close
by the wind, make so ljttle leeway,
shoot ahead so fast, drs;w s0 little
water, keep the lead agoin' constant,
and a brl;phi Jook-out ahead always; 62nd had First
its very seldom yvon hear o' them run-
nin’ aground, 1 tell you, Hardly any-
thing they take in hand they don't
succeed in. How glib they are in the
tongue, too! How they do lay in the
soft sawder! They do dub John Bull
down so pretty, it does one good to
see 'em; they pat him on the back
and stroke him on the cheek, and

Well,

get him as good natured as possible. season, last evening,

of him; not a word of threat to him

as soon fight as eat his dinner, and|hy the drum corps

der fish.

lomacy -here, nor the English either.
They haven't got no talents that way.
Pr—

Route March

of Season Last Night—Men
Looked Smart and Marched

1! 'The 62nd Regiment St. John Fusil-
coax and wheedle and flatter till they|jarg had their first march out of the

and it attracted

at the drill

They they Jist get what they like out| congiderable attention.
4 ! . The men assembled
tho' for they know it won't do. He'd| ghed where ranks were formed.Headed

and the brass

sponer. too, but they tickle him, 8s| pand, the regiment, numbering about.
the boys at'Cape Ann sarve the blad-| 200 men, with officers and non-com-

ofticers,
There are no people in the univer-| aymory,

hed from the

Accompanying the soldiers
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sal world so eloquent as the Ameri-
cans; they beat the ancients all hol-

for to talk it into the "British, they

Descended, they say, from a common
stock, having one common language

cannot but hope for
power distinguished
honor and its generosity.
to them for the spirit of liberty they
enjoy—for their laws, literature and
religion—they feel more like allies
than aliens,
than either
curences may
asunder, with

Though unfortunate oc-
have drawn
that frankness and

do it so pretty, it's a sight to behold.| j R,

on horseback were the staff officers,
Commanding Officer Lt. Col. J. L. M¢-

ler; -and when our diplomatists g0 Avity, Majors Pérley and Frost, Medl-

cal Officer Capt. Anglin and Adj. Capt.
Miller. The route of procession
was via Broad street to Charlotte,
thence to Union. At Waterloo the

and a community of interests, they|customary route was deviated from,
justice from althe turnout last evening goilng out
alike for its| Waterloo street to Paddock thence to
Indebted | Hazen, Coburg, back to Charlotte to

King, Germain, Union, Dock, King
and back to the armory.
The route of the parade was crowd-

and more like relatives|ed during the marchout and many fa-

vorable comments were heard regard-

them | ing the natty appearance and soldiery

bearing of the regiment which is to

generosity pecular to a brave and|represent St. John at the Hub next

-
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generous people, both nations have | month.
now forgotten and forgiven the pasf,

When the regiment returned to the

And that In pari |1

and it is the duty amd the interest

to draw closer those bonds

ternal roof, and the ocean

tion and respect.

said the Clockmaker.

penmanship, ain't it? When

manly tear of genuwine feelin.

if they

[ey ery

soft sawder, don't he,

out-doors, and as sour as clder sot in
the sun for vinegar.

the time as a
Arter his

skim

stare. I8 gone,

thought, Wel
sees his error at last, and no mistake;

him last war;
fightin things out,

sed dismal; what s it?

mere trifie, and he tries to
onconsarned as possible all the tim

ed, will grant;
half fog, half

nothin but wood, r and s
and no bigger than Scotland.
if and say no

proof of my
nothin of lultr?"

jone-tenth what they are on this continent.

Now, that's what I call dictionary,

It's splendid
John
Adams was minister at the Court of

St. James’, how his weak eye would
have sarved him & ‘utterin of th'g

galbanum, wouldn't it? He'd twa
round to hide emotion, draw forth
his handkerchief and wipe off a

It is
easy enough to stand & woman's tears,
for they weep Iike children, everlast-
atiey Bry 83 had' a8
used a chestnut burr for an
eyestone; but to #ee the tear drawn
from the starn nature of man, startin | SRecial to The Standard.

at the biddin of generous feelin,
there’s no stan standin that,
dear! how

] " with the usual ceremonies.
ohu Bt x”tfl"':;s! ‘:'p‘: Regt. band paraded to
him standin with his hands in his and Mayor Thomas pitched the first
trousers-pockets, alookin as big as all

At first he look: )

suspicious and sulky, and then on: 2{ .” tlobi fll:om :a‘hmi, Dun;mm-s SD;~I~
haugh frown relaxes, and then anoth- St) (h:lh :l(; AEIAR. Iate ol the
er, and so on, till all starness is gone, | ) o a:d Tog‘p,:lr.s.}.[ W t third
and his whole fage wears one great L %
benevolent expression, lik a full moon,
till you can eye him without winkin
and lookin about as intelligent all
Ik cheese.
a kind

o'look comes over his face as if he A e
, now, this d—d Yankey
that comes o' that good lickin I gave
there's nothin like
The critter seems humble enough
now tho'; give me your fist Jonathan 3 o'cloel
my boy, says he; don’t look so cus- <

Oh, nothin, says our dlplomnllit; h

nothin but what yopr sense of justice,

1 hich f
0, will graat: e e asutsh-| completed, our friends will find

ween the State
of Maine and Brunswick; it's

about it, says
John; I hope it 31” ‘be accepted
I don't “.'E:}‘: modation,

drill shed brief instructions were giv.

of each ito cultivate these amicable|en relative to the preparations for the
relations, now so happily existing, and | intended trip to Boston. It was an-
which { nounced that as the companles are
unite two people essentially the same |not fully recruited yet, entries will
fn habit and feelings. Though years| be received up to Monday next. Hence-
have rolled by since they left the pa-|forth, until the departure for Boston,
divides | drill will be held twice a week. On
them, yet they cammot but look back | Wednesdays, the right battalion will
at the home beyond the waters with|drill, and the left battalion on Fri-
a grateful remembrance—with venera- days,

LEAGUE OPEN
LAST NIGHT

e

Fredericton, May 15—~The York

oh Co. baseball league opened tonight

The T1st
the grounds

ball,
The Imperials surprised the fans
by winning pretty easily by a score

pitched for the

base. Fred McLean pitched for the
winnérs and Johnny Dolan who or
ganized the Imperial club did the
catching, W

The Imperials won by hard hitting

astrous errors at critical moments,

W.C.T. U, .

Mrs. C. H. Dearborn has returned
to the city and will meet the ladies of
the W. C. T. U. in the parlor of the
Senn}on: institute, this afternoon, at

For a Few Weeks
Until the Bell Building is

us at the Congregational
Church, nearly op%oste our

Take | Old quarters,

We will have ample accom-
Come and see us,
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