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The Stundists.
BY W. B. MURLLER, :
is religious soclety originated in Russia, {n 1860,
long time the people remained adheretts of the
crap and reformed churches, The name “Stundist’

: going to the ‘Stunde,’

liorman Gharet, Wani- (Bour of devotion). Hence

pe, they were called ! hour-

r ‘Stundiften,”’ These services were conducted by

ng, praying and the reading of ‘‘Hoffackers,
ok's/’ or "Prastbauger's’ 9

Libles were (especially in my neighborhood) consid-

| too sacred and hidden to be read by common people,

were only for the learned clergy., Great darknes
iiled among these devoted people, but soon there
11d be light, l

I'wo men, who I believe to be yet living, came to us
ind preached the free grace of Godiin Christ, with force.

wreat break from the State churches soon followed.

\ number of Stundists were brought before the clergy,
who prohibited the holding of meetings without  their
permission, but sueh instruction was not heeded.

I'hose who separated from the church were called ‘‘Out-
goers,” similiar to the * dissenters.” They at this time
held to the teaching of infant baptism. The Lord’sSup-
per, though, was not taken as a means of forgiveness of
sins but in * remembrance” of Christ’s death. From

these came  forth - the Baptists, or believing baptized

Christians, at this time.

Out of this Stundism among the Germansin Russia
grew and pr d the Stundi ng the orthod
Russians, and the teaching of Baptist doctrine, as well as
among the German population. »

Itis now a great society. which, in spite of the out-
rageous oppressions by the Government, is spreading out
inall directions and lands,
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The German Work in the Edmonton
Dmddo i 4

tor Fred Muellér is hard at work on thid broad.

¢ld. and the Lord is graciously smiling on his labors.
*t Sunday evening, after preaching at Leduc, the writer
tsouth-west about seven milés and held a meeting
Bro. Mueller. The place of meeting was very
initive in its location, - an * upper room.” ‘The place
i+ literally packed with live, warm-hearted Germans,
hev seem to be able to seat more persons to the square
han any other people I evermet. = Quite a large pro-
rion, especially of the younger. people, undérstand
sh tolerably well. They attend service, old and
small and great,  As usual, at. this meeting, the

1 was fairly soulstirring. Several of the

s were sung in both languages, simultaneously.
riter spoke in the English latiguage. Bro. Mueller
otes of the discourse, and gave ‘a  synopsis of  the

i in the Getman language. It is sufprising how
other has gained in the knowledge of the English,
thstanding that his labors and associations are al-
xclusively - with his own countrymen. A few
and evangelistic meetings were held since the
vear by him and his people, and the Lord has been

¢ the effort. Next Lord’s Day, Bro, Muelfer ex-

to baptize nine believers. Some of these are recent.

ts, and some haye been believers for years, but
hindered |, from  following Christ in  His ordin-
mtil now.  The place ‘in which we met is six or’
miles from their church building in East Leduc,

" gtayed there one

would be well spent. These people are triily Aeroic B
{ists, who thoroughly believe me old-fuhizned couplet :
‘* If your hearts are warm,
Tee and snow will do no harm,”

And hence, summer or winter, all their baptisms are

in water, They are really and literally muscular

; whether you regard them in the great dis-
tance travel, often on foot, to church servi
manuer in which they attend to the ordinance of bap-
tiswm ; their us li‘l:ﬂ{ng in worship ;or their ener-
getic churcheedifice building. -

Brethren of the Hast, do lend a helping hand to these
sarnest, men and women in Christ, who show
ad 1 to help themselves, and 1 verily believe
b el B e Sinn jail osaa §

+ 8,~Bro. Mueller was nine times in in or
W. ‘Three years and a half ago he, with his
, fumbering about twenty-five membérs, came to
this country and settled in the district which Bro.
MeDonald mentions, The little church has grown to
three churches, and the colony has enlarged until
now a district twenty miles square is settied with these
Russian Germans. firo, Mueller is the only evangelical

amongst them. H. G M
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German Work in Southern Manitoba.

BY GRO. BURGDORFY,

Since May, 1896, I have lived here in Morden trying to
do the best according to my ability in promoting the
Lord’s cause. The field entrusted to me is a very is-
ing one, as also a very hard one, considering the labor it

wires and the watchfulness it demands,
watchword is, and must be, ** Look out!"” During
my labor here churches have been organized and meet-
ing-houses built in Morden and Plum Coulee, There are
about sixty members scattered over the field. . A mumber
bave recently confessed Christ, have been heard by the
church and are awaiting baptism,

We have two Sunday-schools with about fifty scholars.
A Young Peoples’ Society was lately organized with a
membership of eighteen, and more to follow.

The Lonfh.u a work for us to do here and we dre con-
fident He will bless our weakness to His honor and glory
in the salvation of souls,

b B

Mission to the Indians of Manitoba.
BY MRS. T. H. RAND, TORONTO,
{Cor, Sec of Indian Committee in Ontario.)
There is litttle need of proving our obligations to. give

“the Gospel to the Indians, They are incinded in the

terms of the great commission, and they live in our own
beloved Canada. The ‘obligation is manifestly ours to

the extent of our ability. The conversion of the Indian,

Henry Prince, at St. Peter's, near Winnipeg, and his em-
yment by the Baptist women of Manitoba to labor at
gt. Peters, afforded the opportunity to our Ontario Indian
Commiittee to assist in building a chapel and in the sup-
port of Mr, Prince. In addition to this, our Committee
su for & time a missionary at Portage la Prairie,
with the view of 'carrying the Gospel to the . Re-
serves. As a result ofv the action of the Manitoba Con-
vention last summer, and subsequently of the North-
West Committee of the Convention of Ontario and
bec, the work is now carried on through the co-operation
and joint control of the committees in Manitoba and
‘Ontario

Rev. Henry Prince is now residing at Fairford Reserve,
-and making evangelistic tours g as many Reserves
a8 possible. Rev. Mr. Van Tassel has ch of the work
at St. Peter's Reserve, and has in training a young
Indisn, Charles Trindle, for mission work, Mrs, Wilson,
of Portage la Prairie, who is a Christian woman of char-
acter, who speaks the Indian tongue fluently, holds
two services a month among the Indians within reach of
the Portage. The reports from Mr. Van Tassel and Mr.
Prince are calculated to stimulate us to greater endeavor
in the work ol;}ivin the gospel to the Indian.

From Mr. Van Tassel's rep&rt from chlt:r xgeeto
December 31 : ‘‘ Regular preaching services have been

momixsxz and evtninglJ of each Lord’s Day. These
are well attended and the congregations are increasing.

e O )

‘Sabbath School is held every Sunduynsfmoon‘.' A

week! g 18 ese ng
’ i 4 The putorr n;:_g deacons ‘:d aim-
‘ing to have the church ‘in solid, wor! er.’
'h‘ backsliders have bg::dm!oted. have
professed conversion, and the church I to engage in
‘special services. The student, Charles ;«tm, hl'nm:;
‘some and promises to prove an apt scholar a
an mﬁ pA bell for Ehe church at St. Peter’s
has been forwarded by friends in St. John, N. B.”
From Mr. Prince’s reports of December 4 and January
e has visited several Reserves. AsI feel sure the
‘resders of the MESSENGHR -AND VISITOR will be deeplz
‘interested, I shall give a few—all too few, as space
Jlimited-—extracts in .WPd;me‘s owng:otkd?: B
Fairview Reserve : ‘' We just come back from a
‘the lower part of this Reserve, where the chapel is. We
%!...thel.ordminonr
e 1o Saady A Reserve, * 0 Bt told s
e ¢ us
b _.f “ﬁein ted 4ll his Indians.’” “W
in

ce ; the
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and wished usto comie again and preach to them the
, and one of his Councillors is a heathen, and the
wifé and the children, and they came and listened to us.
+ v » Some are receiving the free salvation of their
souls. . . . My family they help me a great deal.” “I
went alone to Little Sackatchewan . , . getting on prett,
well here. ‘The tumber of brethiren are five families an
two men.” ‘' Keeping up the meetings every
Lord's Day."” ‘‘Samuel Marsden at St. Martin’s Nat-
rows, he is doing very nicely, opening his house for us.”
** This brother Marsden had a hard work cutting wood,
wanted to build a house for a meeting by his own cost.
He is qoing to gt! 20 ft. lerigth and 18 ft, breadth, and
:ibout bou; windows and a door e They make their
ving unting fur, trapping and fishing and hunting
deer u:Xmoou.“ . *“This p c_i(Smdy Bay) the Indians
nmed me to stay and have a meetil:g .« . they opened
their hearts to the word of God, and they say they under-
stand me so plain.” I was wishing to go to Dog Creek
and Ebb-and-Flow, and the H. B. Post Settlement and
also to Crane River Band and Grand Rapids, but could
not do an; without help. The work is open. I
hope or no doubt the Master will find His own way, and
1 hope you will see more what to do.”
There is need that we all “* see more what to do.” The
o.gsoﬁunities are great, but there isa dearth of money
men for this service, 1If some godly, energetic youn:
man should find it in his heart to learn the language an
devote his life to the Indians of the far North, another
would be taken by way of discharging our confessed
ol tion to give the gospel to the Indians. And why
not? Meanwhile let us give thanks that the little done is
being so largely blessed. Let us pray for wise direction,
and a widely d’i’ﬂused interest in the work. And let all
who can gend in their helpful contributions. Isit nota
touching thing that the Indian church at St. Peters
recently took up & collection of six dollars ““ out of their
deep poverty,” for Foreign Missions !

* %k A w

Mr. Prince’s Account of His Conversion
and First Experience in Preaching.

1 was a school teacher and a catechist or preacher in
English church for last four'years before I come to the
knowledge of God’'s will. I used to talk very nicely
about the Scriptures, such as David, King of Israel, and
Solomon, etc., but knew nothing about new birth from
above in Jesus, and I used to think myself a good man.

this time I smoked tobacco and drank whiskey,
and attended dances, and fights, and in praying could
not find & better man. I was a mem of Lord’s
table, as it was called by my church.. Whenever I would
commit bad things I would go tomy minister and confess,
and tell them that I was sorry for my sins, and sometimes
sign the pledge “for life, making solemn oaths before
them, but not with Jesus in my heart. Without the new
birth above I could not keep them for a week, and
broke them again. ' Then I would know more and more *
in my conscience that I was guilty, but I could not realize
the real guilt, and many a time neglect it with some kind
of announcement and on, and .again just in a mo-~
ment I would fall intosin. Then the trouble would come
on. At last the trouble of my soul would not leave me,
but come on more and more until I could no longer stand
it; I searched for peace but not in right way. I
searched it from ministers, = They told me to try and be
. Ifully search into the world for three years, but
it very near killed me in my life. I was sick and sore.
At the end of three years I gave up altogether even to go
to church and preaching. I stay at home and read my
Bible and sing hymns. I quitsmoking, thinking about my
Saviour,to deny ourselves that was one of the first efforts,
80 I went on working and reading the Word of God. The
trouble came more and heavier. I find no rest in my
mind. My wife said to me when she noticed that I give
up going to any worship and not even praying inmy
house as I used to, ‘I will throw off my religion too.”
She was not ina good spirit. This only increased my

" trouble. One morning in the monthof June, on the 28th,

I read the words of the New Testament in Luke xxii, 14~ *
46, The last supper Jesus with His disciples, and after|
that He went to the garden and there He was th great)
trouble of his soul. I kept thinking while I was workin
that the Saviour was in a great agony and trouble, an
while I was thinking that He was the Son of Great God,
sinless, pure, and His agony, and looking to myseif, all
dead , sins, guilty before God. Oh happy, happy
t! ht. He came into this world for my sins ; he paid
all, finish it, nothings Jeft unfinished. foen in that mo-
ment my load of sins fell down, all paid. I could not
tell, and I suppose never in this world, how happy I was
that dndyl when God opened my blind, poor, guilty heart
to see the sight of His ; all my sins are forgiven, saved
from hell into life eternal, which is in Christ Jesus, sing-
ing & new hymn in my life. John iii. 16, “God so loved
the world that he gave His only Son that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.)!  Glory, glory, glory to Him. From that day He
has been my Father, my life, my friend, my all. I have
been preaching about Him, how He loved sinners of all
nal and when I received such bléssing I thought,now
for it. I will preach the truth to my friends.and to my
. But it seemed every one was against me. The
words of the Spirit came clear and plain to me, as in
ohn’s xv. 18-19, and from other places. Aftera

. I search a man who will do
and difficulty. I went to the ministers
Plymouth Brethren who just arrived
this country, and I found out they do
So I was baptized along with my ‘wife
T, thé treaty money was given
athered of different tribes,




