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DICK SWIFT, THE OCEANRACER.
It is an old saying that som® men are
bortie to be lucky, while others ate just
the reverse, It often oceurs that some
will use the utmost industry and persever-
ance to gain.an especial point, but fail in
their attempt; while others, who take
little or o pains, meet with suecce
Thus it is with journeys by land and voy-
des at sea, ‘I wo vessels may leave the
same port for a distant country, . and al-
thun_c#\ one may sail many days later than
the other, yet it bften occurs that the ves-
gel which sailed last reaches its destination
first. So may it be said of Richard Swift,
the master of a trader betwixt London
amd Hamburgh ; who was so remarkable
for making quick passages, that he obagn-
ed the cognomen of * Dick Switt—the
veean racer.”

He was allowed to be a eapital sailor,
and when he had become aceustoned to a
vessel, he never liked to part from her;
for he would find owt her trim to an inch
of canvass, and he was not a man to spare
a sail or ship either: let fhe wind blow
hotv it would, he despised to take in a
reef. Jf such advice was ever ofleied to
him, his reply invariably was,~* it loses
too much time,"”—or, * What's the use of
having canvass on board if you don't use
it?" He never could bear-the thoughts

, _ of reefing, and if it was said to him that

the wind did not serve, he would reply,
—* then it must blow us back again, that’s
all, IfY promise to sail at a certain hour,
I must go.”

During the short cessation of hostilities
between France and England, in XP":‘?‘!&
several vessels ‘were freighted for Hami-
burgh, Amsterdam, and other eastern
ports.  One morning s the sky cleaved,
and rendered objects visible at a pood
distance, the “ Good Intent” (a trader)
Was going a good six knots an bour, with
& fine breeze aft. Her Captain was a
‘careful man, and, as the weather \Was ra-
ther squclly, he did not eave to carry too
muach sail.  His general maxim being—
“ better to be a fow hours later, than come
into port with a shivered topsail.”

He had taken up his telescope, and was
Yooking out astern to see what other vessels
were on the same course, when lie sud-
‘denly exclaimed,—* Hey-day ! who s
this coming along in such haste?  With
sky-scrapers and every inch of canvass
set, as if there was not a capfall of wind
stirring. ' 'l be bound it is Dick Swift.
See how he skims along, leaving every
vessel astern of him. I sappose he'll b
ulongside of us before Jong, notwithstand-

ing \wo sailed a'tide before him.” Captain |

Dixon was_indéed a true prophet; the
vessel which had at first appeared as a
< e &peck on the ocean, gradually ea-

arged until it waS close astern of him.
.~ How #ro yon, Dixom? How are
you V"\s;ui Dick Swift. “Fine breeze
this, eh 1™

“ Why, where the deuce ave you going
in sueh faste U7 inquited Digon; “for
you carry eanvass enough for a seventy-
four.” "

“1 am o hasty business,” tesponded
Swift. “The owiers desired me to be
as speedy as possible, and I always wish
to act dceording to orders, 1 have been
aceustomed 1o do so ever since 1 was
mate aboard a man-of-war, and as the re-
solution 1s both good and lawful, 1 don’t
wisli to break it, By-the-by, that's a good
craft of yours, Dixon, and she sails well ;
but mine sails better.  There she goes like
a heauty, eutting througl the water like |
ashot.  Good-bye; Dixon, 1 must get ot : |
my vessel's impatient you see, and so ati
I; and can't swait for yott; good-hye; 1
shall sce you in Hamburg ;™1 tell the
ageats you are coming."”

Swift's vessel had now shot a-head of
Dixon, and in a few hours was nearly lost
in distance.

“’I'here he goes,” said Dixoti. “ The
fellow has the devil's luck and his own |
too. -1 often wonder he doesti't meet witli |
some accident, for lie flogs his ship most
utitnercifilly. Bo, so, hete's d Heavy squall
coming ; 1 seait 1unning along the water's
edge. Make a'l snug Jlere, “and let's re-
ceive it ag gitictly as we can.  Down with
your toyals. - My word for it Master Swift
will leave sotne of his tackle overbonrd if
it catclies him.”

The squall came quickly on : it was a
severe one ; but. the wise precantions of
Dixon prevented dny mischief on hoatd
liis ship. -1t passed over quickly, and the
weather beeotning tote serenie, Dixon
huisted his royals, sind withi a steady breeze
aft, hie cut throtigh the water at eighit ktiots
an hour, which was jocosely termed otie
of Dixott's gallops. .

* Now, F must have a look aftet my
friend Swift,” said Dixonh, as he took up
his glass. ¢ Ali, there he iey tho m;uull
hias just got iold of himd. Madeap ! He'll
lose sumie of his canvass, or 'm thistaken.
Thete ; thete goes his top-sdils. 1 ex-
pected s much, He's getting protty close
on Cuxhaven, tho'! \’i'ell, &cll&l’f shall
not be many houts after him.” " j

Dick Swift, who had made the lﬁm use_
of his time, was within ten leagues of
Cuxhaven when the squall caught hii,
He was down below at the time, and the
mate wis then on deck, perceiving its ap-
proach, gave orders to strike the rogals
and recf the trysail.  But ho sooner wete
the words given, than Swift came hutiy-
ing on deck, and with stentorian voice
roaved out,— Hold, topmen, let the sails
alone.  Who the devil told you to reel
and stiike 1 said he to the mate.

“A squall coming on, Sir,” was the
reply, :

* What the devil has the squall to do
with us,” replied Swift. ‘T don’t sup-
pose it will blow us out of the water ; be-
sides it loses time to reef, and shake out;
afl 1 hate your lazy snail’s gallop.’

* Are we 1o hoist the royals again, Sir-?'
called one of the topmen,

* No, never mind,’ yeplied Swift ; ¢ since
they are down, let them remain so’ It
was well for him that they were struck,
for when the squall reached him, it came
with such violence that, in spite of all his
skilful manceuvring, it carried away his
top-nast and-tore his main-sail to ribbons.
However, he cot to Cuxhaven without
any other damage, and soen reached the
bourse at Hamburg, where he did not for-
get to boast of his quick passage, and the |
number of vessels he had left behind hin. |
L Dixon came in the next morning, without
a stitch of canvass being injure Switt
began to banter him. * Well, Dixon,
how are you! VYou have arrived at last,
ch! Slow work, slow work, ch !’

<If it’s slow, it’s sure,” replied Dixon.
* When 1 come into port I bring my ves-
selin‘complete, with every stick standing ;
1 don’fjcome towing into port without a
topsail’; or my meinsail cut to ribbons,
like other peoplo that I could name.”

“Oh, d-—n the topmast,” retorted Swift;
¢ it was old and good for nothing, and now
1 shall get a new one; so I gain by the
loss; and as for my trysail being a litde
torn, it is but a few yards of canvass spoil-
ed, and my owners don't mind that now
‘and then, provided 1 make a quick pas-
sage.

ki Wan," said Dixon, I see it is no use
to Wegue with yon, for you have an answer
forevery thing. But I must leave . you,
for my timie is short here. 1 must get my
cargo on shore, and be ofl’ again in thiee |
days.’ !

* Why, what’s ‘all this bustle abmu»f'
inquired Swift.

¢ That's More'than T know,’ said Dixon.
« All L can tell you is, that the ship is taken?]
by three English families, who leavd for
London immediately, so I am bound to
sail with or withoat a cargo.’
|« Well, said Swift, * 't walk with you
to the quay ; spite of all your bastle
and haste, 1 wouldn't mind Jaying a wager
that 1 sce the Thames as soon as you.'

“ Time will show, time will show,” said
Dixon; “buat don't loom too large, lest

qably of Dick Swift; and he made a
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se two soms of Neptune
beard each other until they reached the
quiay.

Swift Yad made so many temarkable
voyages that hie was well known 6ver the
dastern coast, and whenever any ship-
ownets wanted to ensure a (quick passage
Dick Swift was sure to be eagerly sought
after.  He was otice master of one of the
Hull fraders, and a fleet of them had
dropped down to Grimsby, and thenice to
Spurn ; whete, finding the wind adverse
and blowing stiff from the south-east, and
fearing to be Llown on to the stony binks,
they remained at anchor waiti /
favourabldweather. The following day
Dick Swift got his cargo on boatd and
dropped down to Grimsby with the tide,
where he anchored, and got évery thing
ift gocd sailifig trim, not meaning to Lring
up at Spurn-light, if the tide wotld t
him long enough. Next tlde, away he
went with all the sail lie could musier, and
when lie arrived at Sparti he found all the
others, that had started two tides before
him, lying at anchot. He lay-to for &
short time,

* Why, what do you all do liers at ati-
chor V' said he, ¢ when you ought to be vut
at sed

* Why, you wouldn't have iis go to sea
it such a gale of wind as this? replied
the master of a vessel, wlhio lay alongside.

‘To be sure I would !’ teplied Switt.
‘1 dm tiot goitig to lose time here; 1 am
off to sea, blow highi or ‘blow law, the
ownet's business must not be delayed be-
cause the wind blows stiffer than uswal.
So good-bye to you all, 1 mean to sce
London the day aftet to-iortow.’

Swift was s good 4s his word ; lie sail-
ed immediately, and redelied London safe
and sound i forty houts, | Mauy of the
shipmasters felt ashatned at being left be-
hind, and resolved to sail aftef™him ; but
they lind delayed so lotig that they lust
their tide, nmf when it (ilwd again the
wind had chopped tight i theit tecth, so
that they were detuiived ¢ day longet in
cotisequence; and wheh they got to sea
the gale had dropped into a cilm, and
they made put slow work ofit. Dick Swift
got His cargo landed, and was snon freight-
ed and ready for sea again,, Many inqui-
ties wete inade respecting the other ships,
to all of which Lie replied, * He supposed
they wete at Spurh waiting till he went
back to tell themn what news was stirring
in London.'

Dick Swift, having get his cléarance,
set sail on his return to Hull. When he
rvm‘:h‘g;l the Nore he found several of the
Hull tiaders dt anchor, and he did not
forget to conoratulate them on the quick
passage they had made. . His jeers made
them rather sore ; but there was no help.

When Swifl got into the Sweyn |:% daylight
the rest of them,  and he saluted theni™ “Dikon’s ship a long w

as he passed, There was one vessel com-

manded by Joseph Benton, who had not |

beenin the habit of speaking very fuvonr-
Y”im
oiv:

of passing close alonaside of him, anc
ing him a fillip—* Ge
said Swift : * any news at sea—are all well
at Spurn Point !’ \

I don’t know,Sresponded Benton,
rather sulkily—* what's tle news in Lon-
don, if you come to that g

* The news in Londen¥_ecfioed ‘Swift

—*1 know of none, execepting that there |

were a great many anxious inquiies after
you and the rest of the traders; but, how-
ever, you will now have an opportunity
of getting to the Nore this evening, and
to London some time ov another, although

a west wind is not altogether the soit of

thing to work up the Thames. So good-
bye to you, old friend—bad luck now,
better another time.” So saving, Swift
brought his vessel to the wind, and was
soon out of sight.

Captain Dixon made all possible haste
to get his ship cleaved of her cargo, and

| made the necessary preparations for the
accommodation of bis passengers who |

were about to quit Hamburg.  Dick Swift
had also discharged his cargo, and wa

waiting for a freight to take back to Eng- |

land, while the necessary repairs were
going forward on board his ship.

1t was about this period that Buonaparte
had made rapid inroads into the German
tervitories, and the non-intercourse decree
was passed. Dick Swift and Captain
Aixen happened to be at the Bourse,
when oiie of the mcr&;@ called them

aside, and *told them thdf}ie had private
information that an order®4d arrived from
the French authorities 1o seize on all En-
elish shipping in the Elbe. * The devil
‘they will I exclaimed Swift.  “ They must
look sharp to catch me, then.’ -

* What do you mean to day inquired
Dixon. &

“What do T wean to do 1 echopd Swift.
“Why, cat and rgn to be sure.
soon et dark ; there is a night tide, and

it shall fake me out to sea, before any of
the Freach mounseers shall know my an-

chor is weiched” i
“ But how will you get to sea without

your topmast, and with your trysaii cut

you should bo/mistaken.’

to ribbons 7' said Dixon, ironically.

. A

1’0;;10, sed mraé{:é ,
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id day, Mr. Benton,' |
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