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SEET COMMISSIONS

REPORT OF COUNCIL
* FOR LAST FISCAL YEAR

Present System Fails to Supply
Sufficient Good
Officers.

The report of the militia council for
the fiscal year ending March 31st last
sets forth that it has been decided to
proceed with the organization of a Cana-
dian generai staff, which will become in
time the Canadian section of the Imperial
general staff. With this exception there
have beon no important changes in mili-
tary policy during the period under re-
view.

Regarding the establishment in Canada
of a section of the Imperial general staff,
the scheme explained by the British war
office in Decembtr, 1908, in 2 memorandum,
has been accepted in its general prin-
ciples, but the con}ro] of the local section
by the responsible minister has been fully
safeguarded.

The idea of establishing a Canadian
staff college cannot yet be entertained.
For a long time to come officers must
continue to be sent, subject to the con-
currence of the war office, to the English
staff college; and should this procedure
entail any addition to the accommodation
at Camberley, or to the number of in-
structors, the Dominion government
would no doubt be’ willing to contribute
its share of the expense, calculated upon
an equitable basis.

As to the permanent force, the report
notes that its strength is well up to the
limited establishment allowed, the sevéral
units being in a generally efficient condi-
tion. Fifteen officers were appointed to
the several branches during the year.

The ordinary expenditure on account of
annual training for the year ended March

/8lst amounted to $1,064,416, and the special

expenditure in connection with the Ter-
ecentenary celebration at Quebec in July,
1908, amounted to $250,379, bringing ° the
total expenditure under this vote to $1,-
804,795. This is the largest amount ex-
pended in any year for annual training,
the number of officers and men of the
active militia who have received not less
than 12 days’ training showing a corres-
ponding increase over any previous year.

The Tercentenary celebration not only
accounts for the' direct increase of $250,-
37, but in addition the cavalry units
which usually perform their training in

‘ the Eastern Townships were sent to Que-

Pec and carried out their 12 days’ training
at Savard park in order that they might
take part in the celebration. This caused
an additional expense of $30,000 for this

., camp which is not included in the direct

charges under the Tercentehary account.
Transport charges include the sum of
$30,778 which was incurred in the fiscal
year ended March 31st, 1908, but which
could- nhot be paid.for out-of .the appro-
priations for that year, but this is off-
set by a deficit of about the same amount
for railway claims outstanding on Maych
8ist, 1909. Difficulties have been experi-
enced for years past in getting transpor-
tation companies to submit their claims
before the close of the fiscal year, result-
ing in-these claims being carried over for
payment in the ensuing year. Steps have,
however, been taken which, it is ‘hoped,
put an end to this undesirable practice.
Major-General Sir Percy Lake, in his
teport to the council makes the following
remarks: “‘So far, our system has failed
to provide us with a sufficient number of
gpod officers, and it is apparently increas-
ingly difficult to -get the right men to at-
tend the schools of instruction. The
remedy can onl¥ lie in (1) Making the posi-
tion of the officer more attractive by re-
lieving him of expense—his pay and allow-
ances never cover his expenses, those at
hig first camp 'do not even pay customs
duty on his uniform—and of all avoidable
clerical labor and demands upon his time,
outside of annual drill; (2) In making the
ecourses at the schools of .instruction as
attractive as possible, by studying the
officer’'s convenience and' imparting only
such instruction as is essential and that in
as practical a shape as possible; (3) In
bringing instruction to the individuals
concerned in those cases where a suffi-
cient number of officers’ to be instructed
can be assembled at any one time and

place.”

“DEATH TO AMERICANS”
ZELAYA'S ORDERS

Instructs Officers to Shoot
Americans Found in Ranks
of Revolutionists.

* New Orleans, La., Dec. 9.—A Panama
cable says:- “Death to Americans” is
the order issued to the army by Presi-
dent Zelaya. Positive information was

* received here to-day that more than a

month ago Zelaya issued instructions

“'to his military commanders to shoot

every American caught fighting in the
army of the revolutionists. Some of
Zelaya’'s military officers protested
aganst this order and warned him that
trouble with the United States would
result,

The gunboat Vicksburg, which has
been stationed at Corinto ever since
the Nicaraguan trouble assumed an
acuite stage, has been reinforced and
there are now four American warships
in the Corinto harbor.”

Resignation Not Demanded.

‘Washington, D. €., Dec. 10. — The
statement telegraphed from Nicaragua
“that the United States had demanded
the resignation of President Zalaya is
declared at the state department to be
yvithout . foundation

MUST GO TO JAIL.

Hartford, Conn, Dec. 16.—Montague
Roberts, the well-known automobilist,
was found guilty yesterday of a vio-
latior of the automobile law, and was
sentenced to jail for thirty days and
fined $150. The court refused to set the
verdict aside. The trial:grew out of an
accldent in Southington on September
17th, in which P. L, Mieffer, of New
Britain, was badly injured.

< Lever Brothers, Totonto, will send youy
free a ccke of their famous Plantol

: Wilet soap, 3f you mention this papef.

LEAD TO THE PRISON

Effect of New Law is Drawn to
Attention of Board of
" Trade.

The secretary of the board of trade
is in receipt of a communication from
the Toronto board of trade, calling at-
tention to the Secret Commissions act,
which was passed by the . Dominion
parliament last session on the initiative
of the minister of justice as an out-
come of Judge Cassel's inquiry into the
affairs of the department of marine and
fisheries.

The object of the act is to prevent
the acceptance of commissions, or what
is popularly termed “a rake-off.”

The act is entitled "“an act to pre-
vent the payment or acceptance of il-
licit or secret commissions and other
iike practices.” It applies to all per-
sons who act for a principal, whether
that principal is the crown, a munici-
pality or a business firm, and ‘'the
‘“consideration’ is defined as including
all valuable consideration of any kind,

It is a criminal offence for an agent
to accept or ask, or attempt to obtain,
for himself or anyone, any gift or con-
sideration as an inducement or reward
for any act affecting his principal’s
business. It it equally an offence on
the part of anyone who offers or gives
such consideration, or who gives any
false document intended to mislead the
principal. The penalty is two years’
imprisonment, a fine not exceeding $2,-
500, or both. In case of summary con-
vietion the penalty is imprisonment for
six months, or a fine not exceeding $100,
or both. i

EARL GREY A PLEADER
FOR THE RURAL LIFE

Cost of Living Increasing Be-
cause Too Many Are
Leaving Farm.

—

At the ninth Maritime Winter Fair,
opened at Amherst by the Governor-
General, is Excellency .pleaded for
more attention to the rural life.

His Excellency said that he regarded
this great meeting as a hopeful sign
of awakening interest in the great
agricultural industry of the Maritime
Provinces.

The Chinese had a proverb to the ef-
fect that agriculture was the root of
the tree of prosperity, and , that its
two branches were trade and com-
merce. To raise the standard of agri-
culture was to increase the wealth "of
a nation. We had too much life in the
man-mdde towns and too little in the
God-made country.

The cost of living was increasing be-
cause men' were leaving the farms to
seek life in the towns.

The greatest problem in which poli-
ticians and statements could grapple
was .how to make life on the farm
pieasanter, more Tprofitable and more
enjoyable, The attention 'of parlidament
should be focussed on this point. Even
Manitoba, which is always spoken of
as a farming province, had 80 per cent.
of its inhabitants dwelling in towns,

“Back to the land” was a cry that
could not be too often emphasized.
There' were two ways in which agri-
culture could be advanced, first by ed-
ucation, second by association: The
schools had a work to do. The better
educated the farmer was the more en-
joyment he would find in the cultiva--
tion of the soil. X

SUPERINTENDENT WILL
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS

Gordon Halkett Who Has Near-
ly Recovered From Acci-
dent Going Home.

(From Wednesday’'s Daily.)

Gordon Halkett, superintendent of
lighthouses for  thig coast, will leave
for Ottawa. to-morrow night for the
purpose of laying before the govern-
ment - certain recommendations in re-
gard to the improvements necessary
on this coast, and to have a personal
consultation with the officials at that
point.

Incidentally Mr. Halkett will spend
Christmas with his parents in Ottawa,
this being the first ‘time in several
years that he has had an opportunity
of doing so. i

Although still wearing smoked
glasses, Mr. Halkett’s sight has im-
proved very much of late: He still
bears a few ‘marks of the carbide ex-
plosion by which he nearly lost his
life, but by the timé he returns from
the East he hopes to be once more his
old self.

Mr, Halkett is very popular in Vie-
toria, where he has a wide circle of
acquaintances. All were grieved 'to
hear of his accident some months ago,
and they were glad to have him back
to his old haunts after a long siege in
the hospital. Their best Christmas
wishes will go with him on his visit to
his paternal home,

GRAIN AVERAGES.

Washington, D. C,, Dec, 15,—The crop
reporting board of the United States des
partment of agriculture in a bulletin is-
sued to-day estimated the average weight
of measured bushel of various crops to be
as follows:

Spring wheat, 57.1 pounds; winter wheat,
58.3 pounds; and oats, 32.7 pounds; against
57.3, 58.8 and 29.8 pounds respectfully last
vear. The quality of corn is 842 per cent.
against 86.9 last year.

73 FIRE IN TORONTO.

.Toronto, Dec, 15.—Fire, which hroke
out again after being left by the fire-
men, destroyed.a block on the north-

east corner ! of' Church and- PFront
streets. The loss amounts to $150,000,

FOUR CARS GO :
DOWN EMBANKMENT

Thirty-five Passengers Also
Sustain Injuries—Coaches
Fall Into Creek.

Reidsville, N. C,, .Dec. 15.—Before
most -.of the passengers in two sleeping
cars had been awakened and while the
occupants of two passenger coaches
were just 'beginning to stir after a
night’s ride, the four rear cars of train
(No. 11, of the Southern railway, were
dashed down a fifty-foot embankment
from Reedy Fork trestle, ten miles
from here'and twelve -miles north of
Greensboro, killing ten men and injur-
ing thirty-five other passengers.

The cars that left the track landed
in the small creek that flowed beneath
the trestle.

The wildest scene of panic prevailed
as the sleeping Dassengers attempted
to escape from the cars amid the scene
of death,

The names of those reported killed
were: John A. Broadnax, of Greens-
boro, N. C.; V. E. Halcomb, a lawyer,
of Mount Aird, N. C.; Edward Sexton,
of Denton, N. S.; Frank W. Kilby,
formerly of Portsmouth, Va.,. whose
present address is not known; A. P.

division of the Southern railway; -D.
C. Nolan, conductor of one of the Pull-
man cars; C. H. White, travelling au-
ditor for the Southern railway; and a
stage man whose name could not be
ascertained,

The names of the other two reported
killed are unknown.

George Gould, the New York million-
aire, and his son were passengers in
one of the sleeping cars bound from
Norfolk to Thomasville, N. C. They
were both slightly injured. J

The wrecked train was operated lo-
cally between Richmond and Atlanta,
Georgia, and carried sleepers from
Richmond to Charlotte and from Nor-
folk to Charlotte. .

At the Reedy Creek trestle after the
engine and the mail and two baggage
cars had passed over the trestle in
safety, the two coaches and two sleep-
ers were derailed from some defect
which has not be ascertained.

The injured passengers and train-
men were taken to St. Luke’s hospital,
Greensboro, N. C., where they were
cared for.

Flagman Bagby, of Richmond, was
probably fatally hurt, while Conductor
G. R. Goble, of Richmond, was slightly
injured and had a narrow escape from
drowning.

Sixteenn Reported Killed,

Greensboro, N. C., Dec. 15.—At 1
o’clock  this afternoon .a. reportireached
here from Reidville that 16 people were
killed in the wreck on the Southern
railway- near there. Ten bodies: had
been removed from the wreck at noon,
but it is said@ there are other bodies
now’ under the second sleeper which is
totally demolished and under water.

- A coroner’s jury was empanelled and
left at noon for the scene of the wreck.

CHEAP RATES FROM
WINNIPEG TO COAST

Excursionists Will ' Begin - to
Arrive Here About Christmas
Day.

The announcement in regard to'the ex-
curgions from the prairies, has just arrived
and it shows that they are Iater than on
previous years. Tickets will be on sale in
Winnipeg and other points on December
16th, 17th and 18th, the fare for the round
trip belng two dollars in advance of a
single fare. This will allow those who
wish to spend Christmas on the Coast to
arrive in good-time, or those who wish to
remain at home for Christmas to still use
the tickets, they béing good to leave at
such time ‘as to arrive here fifteen days
after their purchase.

Further dates for selling the cheap tick-
ets are January 2ist, 22nd, 23rd and 24th,
and February 16th and 17th. The tickets
allow three months within which it is
necessary to return. The round fare from
Winnipeg is $49.

——

MORE HINDUS ARE
RETURNING HOME

Eight Leaving To-morrow on
Steamer Empress of
China.

(From Wednesday's Daily.)

The Hindus are still drifting back to
India. They do not like living here, espe-
cially in the winter. They have been
working regularly since they arrived; and,
while some have been spending like white
men,; others have been saving every dollar
for the purpose of returning to .their own
country, where they can live on only a
few cents a day and under more congenial
conditiong than thoge which obtain here.
To-morrow eight of these. will leave for
the Orient on the steamer Empress ,of
China, which pulls out from .Vancouver
as ‘soon as possible after the arrival of
the noon train from the East,

Besides the Hindus the steamer will

will have a number of saloon passengers
from Vancouver. She will also take &
quantity of .freight.

BOMB THROWN AT BISHOP.
i e ~

Lisbon, Dec. 15.<To-day, the anni-
versary of the revolt of the seminarists,
was marked by the. throwing of a
bomb at the Bishop of Braganza. The
latter was usinjured.

The police are looking for the au-,

thors of the attack, to which no par-
ticular significance is attached, *
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Cone, superintendent of the Richmond

take 50 Chinese from this port, and she’

PLEDGE SUPPORT © = =
. TO THE LIBERALS

Nationalist Cdnventidn Endorse
Resolution Adopted by
Executive.

Dublin, Dec. 15.—The Nationalist con~
vention opened to-day with John Red-
mond presiding. A resolution adopted
by the party committeé yesterday
pledging support to the Liberals in the
coming general election was unani-
mously endorsed. ]

Timothy Healy and a handful of
dissenters were not present. >

Predicts Liberal Victory.

Liondon, Dec. 15.—F. ‘R. Brassey,
speaking at a Conservative meeting at
Boxhill,  predicted the return of the
Liberal government. There would be a
conaziderable turnover of votes in Eng-
land, It was possible there might be a
Conservative majority, but the utrhost
they could hope té win in Scotland was
eight or ten seats; in Wales one or two;
while in 1Ireland there would be no
change at all. The result would be that
the present government would be re-
turned to power with a majority de-
pendent on the Irish, Scotch and Welsh
votes.

MISS ASQUITH
SCORES WATSON

- ™ —

DECLARES HE WROTE
" POEM FOR REVENGE

Says Poet'Was Disappointed
Because He Failed to Secure
Knighthood.

London, Dec. 10.—Poet Willlam Wat-
son was disappointed because he could
get neither title’ nor pension, accord-
ing to Miss Violet '‘Asquith, daughter
of the British premier. To this she at-
tributes his astounding statements in
America that she and her stepmother
figured in his' poem -as. {'The. Womak
With the Serpent’s Tongue.”

She declared he had made her father’s
life miserable’ with his constant de-
mands and had failed. The poet, ac-
cording to Miss® Asquith, asked for a
large literary .pension i and expected
that the announcement of his knight-
hood  would be made on the King's.
birthday a  yedr’ ago.

When it did not come out he became
peevish and ‘blamed her mother and
herself for not appreciating his great-
nes§, she said. "Miss Asquith refused to
make ‘a full Stdtéement of her side of
the controversys .~ y ¢

John Lane  ‘who “published  the vol-
ume of William. Watson’s poems which
has had a ‘big sale recently, announces
that in 'all ‘subsequent. editions “The
Woman ''With the Serpent's Tongue”
will be omitted.

On account ;ef the notoriety of the
poem, Watson's latest book was in
stronig demand. 8o long as the identity
of ‘“the woman’ remained a matter of
guesswork, the publisher used .. the
mystery for-all it was worth\in adver-
tising’ the book, but now that Watson
has indicated who was - meant, Lane
says - he does not care -to assume the re-
sponsibility.

: Will Take Action.

New York, Dec. 10.—Poet . Watson
said to a reporter in reference to the
withdrawal of his poem. without - his
authority, that he would net allow it
either in. this::country or in England.
He declared he would contést any such
action of the publisher in' the courts.

SPECIAL TRIP MADE
TO STEWART CITY

Optimism in Spite of Cold—
Whalers Seen at Work
in Gulf.

(From Wednesday’'s Daily.)

Steamer Vadso, which arrived from
the north this morning, brought word
of having made a special trip''to Stew-
art for the purpose of bringing Mr,
Hopkins and party, people who are
promoting a railway.in that district.
They found “the weather extremely
cold, there being.about threé féet of
snow on the wharf and the thermoms-
eter down to zero. - There was, how-
ever, an optimistic feeling among the
residents. Not only will the short line
of railway cammence construction in

the spring, but \they expect that the,

mines 'will have the largest payroll of
any camp in British Columbia. Three
to four thousand 'people are expected
to go in there in the early spring,

As the vessel was coming south they
saw the two whaling steamers actively
engaged in their work. The St. Law-
rence had a.whale in tow, while the
Orion was shooting. Both were in the
neighborhood of Sechelt. Plenty of
whales blowing in the gulf were re-
ported. X

A number of people Same south on
the Vadso. W. Pender, the surveyor,
brought his party out from the neigh-
borhood of Rivers Inlet. The steamer
also brought a good deal of general
cargo. 5

The Vadso coaled at Comox yester-
day and also loaded 250 tons of cargo
coal-for Prince Rupert. She will take
‘north also a shipment of 14,000 feet of
fine dressed lumber for the- Hudson’s
Bay Company.. She will leave here to-
morrow ‘night.

Mrs. Jeanette Stewart Ford pleaded fiot
guilty at Cincinnati to the indictment
charging her with attempting to black-
mail C, L. Wearriner, former local trea-
surer of the Big Four railway, who it is
alleged" stole $643,000 from the railroad.
Her trial was set for December-27th. Her
bond was fixed at $2,600 on: this indict-

ment, and she was released on her own re--

cognizance on another indictment, that
of recelving stolen money, under which
she had been out on $2,500 ball.

REPORTED: BATTLE
 IN NICARAGUA

ZELAYA PROMISES TO
~ RESIGN PRESIDENCY

Proposes Madruz as Successor
—Latter Not Popular in
. Republic.
1

New York, Dec. 15.—Report here is
that a great battle between Zelaya and
Hstrada is taking place to-day. The
rebels are said to have taken the ini-
tiative,

Proposed Protectorate.

‘Washington, D, C., Dec. 15.—The
state department is seriously consider-
ing - establishing a protectorate over
Nicaragua, either alone or with Mex-
ico.

The battleship Missouri is held ready
to be sent from Newport News at a
moment’s notice.

Zelaya’s Proposals.

‘Washington, D. C., Dec. 15.—Yester-
day’s dispatehes containing an account
of the anti-Zelayan demonstration in
Managua were confirmed by a telegram
received at the state department from
Vice-Consul Calder. From this dis-
patch, which was dated yesterday
morning, it appears that some of the
demonstrants were arrested by gov-
ernment authorities, but who the peo-
ple placed under arrest were is not In-
dicated.

The dispatch also says that Zelaya
has published a statement promising
to resign the presidency of Nicaragua
in favor of Madriz, who as Zelaya's
candidate is not the choice of the peo-
ple there.

In the ahsence of any specific infor-
mation on the subject the state de-
rartment officfals discredit the news
published some days ago of any im-
portant engagements hetween the gov-
ernment and revolutionary forces at
Rama, in which the revolutionary
army is said to have been defeated.
The fact that the government has re-
ceived no information on the subject
is regarded as almost proof positive
that no engagements have taken place
at Ramg,

Should Zelaya carry out his purpose
of resigning and installing Madriz in
his place as president there is reason
to ‘believe that the Estrada faction
would continue. their activities with
even greater vigor than: they - have
against Zelaya. .

The people of Nicaragua, it is said,
cannot look for better conditions un-
der Madriz’s administration than un-
der Zelaya’s, as he is known to be a
strong partizan of the fermer, although
he has himself been a number of times
in prison by Zelaya’s direction,

It ds -also known that:Madriz's se-
lection would not be: gatisfactory to
the .government of the United: States,
and therefore his installation inte ‘the
office 'of president of Nicaragua would
rather tend to complicate than to sim-
plify the situation in that country.

Postpone. Investigation.

Washington, Dec. 15.—Secretp.ry of
State Knox ‘has reguested the senate
committee on foreign relations to post-
pone the suggested investigation of
the Nicaraguan situation wuntil such
time as things shall have eventuated
S0 as to enable him to give the com-
mittee a clear understanding of Cen-
tral American affairs.

Disorders.in Capital.

Corinto, Nicaragua, Dec. 15.—There |

were scenes of wild disorder in Man-
agua, the capital, to-day. . During a
meeting of the aldermen one of them
made a speech denouncing Madriz and
favoring the, revolution. The-: speech
was greeted with. cheers and hooting,
and a free fight among the government
and anti-government elements  fol-
lowed. Two pistol shots were fired.
The row. extended to the streets.
Twenty arrests were made.

NEW_ CHIEF ORF STAFPF.

Washington, D. C. Dee, 15.~Major
General Leonard Wood, now in com-
mand of the department of the East,
will be the next chief of staff of the
United States army. Secretary of
War Dickinson made this announce-
ment to-day. General Wood will suc-
ceed General J. Franklin Bell, whose
term at the head of the general staff
will expire next spring.

CARPET WEAVERS STRIKE.

Guelph, Ont.,' Dec. 15.—Employees of
the Brussels weaving department of
the carpet factory, numbering 88 men,
are on strike and that department is
closed fp as a reésult of a dispute res
garding the payment of overtime,

PENDER ISLAND JOINS
IN VICTORIA’S FIGHT

Merchants Assist Local Board
of Trade in Campaign
For Steamer.

New Westminster, Dec. 13.—The fol-
lowing petition, which is the result »f
an active campaign carried on by the
local board of trade in getting the river
ports in line for the proposed daily
steamship service between this clty and
Victoria, has been forwarded to Cap-
tain Troup, head of the C.P.R, marine
service: “To the New Westinster
Board of Trade:

‘““We, the undersignediresidents and
shippers of Pender ‘Island are very de-
sirous of assisting yYour honorable body
in your efforts to get daily service by
C.P.R.” steamer between the cities of
New Westminster and Victaria.

‘“Pender island being so advantage-
ously situated on the main route in
the Gulf of Georgla is willing in every
way possible to encourage trade by its
being made a regular port of call by
steamer both ways, which would help
to make more progress and settlement
than at present with its great want of

'CHRISTMAS |

Will soon be with us.

BONBONS, per box, $1.50 to

Make your choisé while our stock is
complete. X

STOCKINGS, each, 75¢, 40c, 25¢ and
‘ SPECIAL
JAPANESE ORANGES, per box

The Family Cash Grocery

CORNER YATES AND DOUGLAS STREETS
PHONE 312.

CONSIDERING
G. T. P. WHARVES

BOARD OF TRADE
DEALS WITH QUESTION

Official of G. T. P. Met With
Harbor Committee This
Morning.

G. A. McNichollg purchasing agent
of the G. T. P., is in the city to-day
conferring with the harbor committee
of ‘the board of trade relative to the
company’s projected wharves in. the

to the city at the request of the board
of trade for this very purpose, bring-
ing 'with him plans of the proposed
work. i

Mr. McNicholl explained the situa-
tion, showing that the length of the
steamers -to be operated by his com-
pany required the wharves being built
as projected. .

Difficulties in connection with the
proposed wharves from the standpoint
of interference in the passing out of
vessels were pointed out. It was sug-
gested that when the harbor improve-
ments contemplated by the removal of
the rock from the harbor were carried
out the difficulty would be overcome.

The harbor committee of the board
of trade will -meet again to-morrow
morning, when expert information..will
be available on the subject.

In the meantime the G, T. P. will
continue with its call for tenders for
the work. The time has been extended
for receiving tenders until December
27th.

MATSQUI PEOPLE
FOR DYKING SCHEME

New Westminster, Dec. = 13.—The
newly organized Matsiqui-Sumas board
of trade at their meeting passed a réso-
Iution endorsing the Sumas Dyking
scheme and will ask the provincial
government to aid the dyking commis~
sioners in financing this scheme. A
copy of the resolution will.be forward-
ed to the Provincial Secretary dlong
with an explanation and the govern-
ment will be asked to give an early
hearing to the commissioners. This is
ane of the first matters undertaken by
the Matsqui-Sumas hoard of trade.

The resolution passed at the last
meeting of this board was moved by
W. C. Bowman and seconded by C. St.
Geo. Yarwood. After conceding that
the Sumas Dyking scheme was an im-
portant one which would mean much
to the IQ.nd owners directly interested
and .to the whole of the Lower Fraser
Valley the opinion was expressed that
immediate stepg should be taken to-
ward that end.

During the past four years the dyk-
ing commissioners have bheen put to
considerable expense in connection
with this matter and the board was of
the epinion that the financing of such
an undertaking was a fit matter for
the {overnment to lend their credit.
They" therefore resolved that the gov-
ernment should be asked to give an
early hearing to the Dyking commis-
sioners looking to the proper financing
©f the scheme on terms satisfactory to
the government and to the districts
involved. 7, . g s

PROBING GROCERY .
' COMBINE AT SEATTLE

Members Will Probably Be In-
dicted by the Grand .
Jury.

Seattle, Wash., Dec. 10.—~Members of
the grocery,combine which is alleged to
have been forcing the Seattle grocers
to keep the prices of foodstuffs at an
artificial  figure, will be indicted by
the grand jury, it is said. Evidence &0
far given before the jury has satisfied
it-that indictments can  be successfully.
prosecuted. ¢

Short weights and high prices of food
products = were investigated by the
grand jury yesterday. The jury is
satisfied that a combine to keep up the
prices is in operation in Seattle. Scores
of grocers have been called to testify
as to their futile attempts to cut gro-
cery prices so as to invite trade to their
stores. 3

She—Only think, Mrs. Jones threw a
flat iron at her husband's head because
he-accidéntally sat down on her new hat.
I couldn’t o @ thing like that,

He-—No, you love me too much, don't
you? o

transportation facilities,”
)

She—Yes, and, besides, I haven't any.

inner harbor. Mr. McNicholl has come }

Province Will Be Asked For Aid
[For the Sumas ’
- Dyke.

! ———

new hat.—Philadelphia Inquirer, .

NATIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE.
New Manager of Philadelphia Club
Makes Statement Regarding
Ownership.

New York, Dec. 15.—While the Na-

| tional Baseball League directors were

considering the recent transfer of the
Philadelphia club ownership, Horace
Fogel, the club’s new manager, issued
a statement in which he gave the
names of the men who now control the
club. These, he said, are Harry P.
Sauers, A. Brewer, of Philadelphia; A.
L. Shields, a prominent corporation at-
torney of the same city, and Grant
Lafferty, of the Orpheum Stock Com-
pany. These are the men, Fogel said,
who bought the:club and put him in
control of it.

Some minor deals were concluded to-
day when Cincinnati sold Player Dolan
to Denver, and Pittsburg purchased
from the Milwaukee Club the release
of Player Flynn. The Boston National
League Club has released Player Shaw.

KNIGHT OF THISTLE
LOADING HERRING

Run at Nanaimo Not Up to Ex-
pectations But May
Improve.

Steamer Knight of the Thistle is at pre-
sent at the outer dock loading salt herring
for ports in the Orient. The steamer ar-
rived . Wednesday from Comox, where
she has -been filling her bunkers. She has
a large cargb aboard for the Chinese and
Japanese ports,

So far as can be ascertained the pack of

Jherring is small, Preparations were made

for putting up twice as much as had ever
been packed before, but so far the results
have not been up to ‘expectations. The
Season is young yet, however, and the
later catch may make up for the meagre-
ness of the opening.

v ;I‘he Knight of the [Thistle/is.the, first
steamer to take. herring from Victoria
this year, but several shipments have been
made from Puget Sound.

TRIAL OF CALHOUN,
Pro'secutién of Traction Magnate Will
Be Taken Up by New District
Attorney.

San PFrancisco, Cal.,, Dec, 10. — The

‘trial - of Patrick Calhoun, millionaire

traction -magnate, on the charge of
bribery, was continued yesterday until
January 10th, when 1t will be resumed
by the incoming district attorney, Chas.
M. Fickert. The six tadesmeén who had
be&n temporarily restrained, were dis-
missed.

Duaring thé recent political campaign
Francis J. Heney, the famous graft
prosecutor, charged that Fickert was
the® personal candidate of Calhoun.
Since election Fickert has declared his
firm intention to prosecute the graft
case.

District Attorney Langdon made the
motion for a continuance, ‘saying that
‘it was clear that it would be impos-
sible to obtain a fury before the first
of the year. The court agereed that
this was true, especially in view of the
approaching holiday season.

MANY SAILORS DROWNED.

Washington, D. C.; Dee¢. 10.—Drown-
ing was responsible for more deaths

| during 1908 in the United States navy

and navy corps, with an average
strength of 52,918, than any other cause,
forty-seven men having met their fate
in a watery grave out of a total of 305
deaths .for the year. The ratio of
deaths per 1,000 was 5.76, according to
the annual report of'Rza’.r-AdmlraI P.
M. Rixey, surgeon general of the navy.
Tuberculosis was responsible for thirty
deaths, pneumonia for twenty-four and
hea.tj_t 'disqase for .twenty-one.

ROCKEFELLER DRUG STORES,

Chicago, Dec. 15.—1t is reported tl!ig.t
J. D! Rockefeller intends establishing

a chain of drug ‘stores across the éon-

tinent to' use oil by-products.

—=The case of Powell & Son vs,
Barr, which was down for hearing in
the county court on Wednesday, has
been settled out of court, Sidney
Child and H, C. Keefer were the law-
yers engaged in it

“LAND REGISTRY . ACT.”

In the Matter of an Application for :
Duplicate Certificate of: Title to- Sec
tion 88, Renfrew District.

Notice is hereby given that it is mv =

terition, at the expiration of one mum:.~

from the date of the first publication
hereof, to issue a Duplicate Certificate of
Title to abhove lands, issued, to Henry
John Kirby on the 20th day of September,
1897, and numbered 41¥c.
S. Y. WOOTTON,
: Registrar-General.

Liand Registry. Office, Victoria, B. ,

this 19th day ‘of November, 1909,

ELITE STUDIO
640 FORT STREET,
Opposite Royal Hetel,
DEanoPmG—Iifb ENLARGING
FOR AMATEURS,

Portraits, . Post  Cards, Lantern
. “Stides, - Photos, copied -and celored.

£l

_REPORTS
SATISFA(

}Officers El
Charleg

The thirty
of the B. C.
Tq¢ yday aftd
with Presiae
chair. The
officers elect]
children in t
eight last ye

B

The report
ment read by
lows:

Ladies an
respected an
Cridge, whe
with the e:
said: “It w4
when the ne
pressed itsel
Victoria. In
tions were 1
dren, includi
iously been r
scribtions,
houses. The
was secured,
building the
$20,000 from
the acquiren
and premiseq
able to morqg

It is grati
suceeding yd
prosperous, 8
mitted to-da;
improvement
the generoug
tinue an vnua
fare. It ga
collecting t
much enco
kindly and
sponse to tH
cases velunf
amounts.,

Soon afte
new home
approved th
on Rae streg
but no purg
be found.
offers amo
ceived, whid
cial meeting
approving
ments, beaqy
made.

The child
ber 47 as- a
year; while
than usual }
the interve

There bei
as yet whe
stituted gug
ed@ while in
Aid Society
assistance
indebted to
thority nec
dren in fost

The inte
continue to
mittee of la
appoint thd
vants, and
laborious d
We submit
and satisfa
these ladie
the subscri
according
thanks for
ca] services

Mr. B. 8
last two y
hon, treas
of retiring
pressure of]
must be ch
manageme
venture to
who are w
arduous d

In reviev
year your
much to b
the contin
oglty of su

B

|

T

i

4

o

g




