
A great State wa> a desert, and the land
Lay bare and IJfele.. under .un and .torn,,
Trede« and shelterle... Spring came and went.
And c«ne, but brought no joy, but, in if .tead,
The deflation of the ravening flood.,
That leaped like wolve. or wild cat. from the

And spread destruction over fruitful farms.
Devouring a. they went the work, of man.
And «veeping waward Nature', kindly «,il..To choke the waterKx>ur.e. worw than wa«te.

The fore.t trees, that in the olden time-
The people's glory, and the poet'. pride-
Tempered the air and guarded well the earth,And. under spreading bough., for age. kept
Great reservoir, to hold the .now and rain.From ^^ch the moisture through the teeming

Flowed equably but freely-all were gone.
Their precwus bole, exchanged for petty cash.The cash had melted and had left nf^gn;
The logger and the lumberman were dead-
The axe had rusted out for lack of um:
But all the endle*. evil they had done
Was manifested in the desert waste.

Dead springs no longer sparkled in the sun;

Deserted mills mourned all their moveless wheels:
The snow no longer covered, as with wool."
Mountain and plain, but buried starving flocks
In Arctic drifts; in rivers and canals
The vessels rotted idly in the mud.
Until the spring flood buried all their bones-
Great cities that had thriven marv'lously
Before their source of thrift was swept away.
Faded and perished, as a plant will die
With water banished from its roots and leaves

-

And men sat starving in their treeless waste.
Beside their treeless farms and empty marts.
And wondered at the ways of Providence!
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