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MR. GLADSTONE'S SPEECH ON THE TARIFF,

so FATt AS

RELATING TO SUGAIV,

Dolivcred in the English ITouso of Common:^,

April 1th, 18G4.

1.1 my clear ju.lKmont, uu-l that of all ray cullcaguo.-!, the firsi

claim is that of the article of sugar. (Loud cliccr.-i.) I need

scarcely reminJ tho Coramittcoof thecnonnoua importance of tlial

urticle. [ believe tliat in in importanoo to the comfurt.-i of ilie

people it may be said tu be the next to corn. (Hear, hear.) / D

hdieve it may be said icilli probable Irnlh lluit, next to the subject of

turn, the question of the suqar duty is, to the mass of the people, oj

the trreulesi interest. (Hear, hear.) That duty wag rai-sed for

the i>urpo5e.=5 of war, and the ])rincipal part of wliat was then

imposed l.a5 never been removed. We have had at various llmoa 10

.•laim.-i mure expedient, more urgent, with reference to the general

wauls of the people ; but I know of no such clclm at the present

moment. (Hoar, hear.)

Wr' i.ropose, tliercfore, to the Committee, to make a considerable

change and reduction in the sugar duti-- There is but one '•on- 15

Siderable objection as far as I am aware, and that is, thac at the

jtresent moment, we are labouring under a sort of quasi scarcity

iu conserpience of increased price. At the present moment there

x9 an increase of from 8s. to lOs. per cwt. over the prices of 18G3.

Tliat is a considerable augmentation, and it is Gs. per cwt. above 20

(lie price of 18C1-2. -rerhaps, we may say ihat that represents

the excess of price above the fair average level of prices, I wish

to present this observation to the Committee, that in the case of

sugar we can hardly say that the existence of this partial and

relative dearncss is a reason for refraining to legislate. 25

In a case like that of tea it might be so, because iu the case of

tea, in the first place, you arc dependent u\m\ one source of

supi)ly, and you are yourselves the great censumcrs of the world,

(.'xceeding all other consumers in so great a degree that -what you

can liopc"to draw from them by giving peculiar inducements in 30

your markets at a given moment, would be a comparatively small

supply. But that is not the case with regard to sugar. Our con-

Humption, vast as it is, is comparatively small in reference to the

total consumption of the world. Sugar is produced in a multitude

of countries, it is sent to the multitude of markets, and the conse- 35

quence is, that if at a particular time the supply be diminished, an

altaration in our law, made at tha,t itecuUar cris.s, has the effect


