
i

I

#i

18

pie, that have set themselves against her round about."

Let no man deceive you, my brethren, on a subject

of such tremendous importance. Heaven and hell are

awful realities— they are not the dreams of a disorder-

ed imagination—they are not the fictions of priestcraft.

Whether men believe or disbelieve, they shall all stand

before the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Hold fast then, hold fast, I conjure you, as you value

the safety of your immortal souls, hold fast to Christiani-

ty ; and, whilst you contend for the faith once delivered

to the Saints, let your lives show that you are not more
solicitous about its letter than its spirit— let your con-

duct be the unequivocal answer to those who oppose

the faith, and prove to them that the religion which

they affect to despise, has given you that peace which

the world can neither give nor take away—the peace

which flows from exercising yourselves to have a con-

science void of off*ence towards God and towards

man. Let those amongst you, who have the intellect,

the attainments and the time to enquire into the evi-

dences of your belief, be ready to give an account

of the hope which is in you—let those from whom the

Almighty in his wisdom has withheld the advantage^;

of talent, education and leisure, buc yet has given

them " the witness in themselves," irace wi.iiin their

breasts the irrefragable demonstration, which the spirit

of God has written there in celestial characters—let all,

who are called by the name of Christ, manifest not only

by profession but by practice, that they are the faith-

ful followers of him, whose advent was ushered by the

Heavenly Host, singing

—

" Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will towards men."


