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and the bojs tmmed in tho Royal Navy, including paj, a free kit, and the dozen
and one things we give them, cost sonicwlmt under £10 per year. I made a little
calculation (lie other day, and I am perfectly certam of this,—if you can nut the
boys into properly organised training ships, with sufficient supervision and
properly comhicted, making due allowance for all expenses, you could train them
for troin i.28 (o £;iO a year a head, and one year is ample. Allowing for paying a
premium lor >cnding light-made boys to sea. say Jb"10,-lrom £-38 todflOa helul—vou
could turn out very good, and well trained boys, boys, the bulk of wliom wouUr he
received gladly on board your mcrclumt ships, and who would be from the first able
to earn at any rate their food, if not their wage. These are the etvle of lads we
ought to turn out

;
they sliould be respectable and phvsicallv soimd, able lads.A one should be taken under fifteen, and none kept more than a year, for there

Is a great deal of sentiment about sea service, ami if you keep a bov too long in a
training si up you send him to sea with all the spunk gone out of liiiii. He is like
a bottle of cliimipagnc that has been uncorked too long, there is no sparkle left, anc^

about boT
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J toucl.ed upon the question of a third class reserve. It is a very serious thinj?
lor one to diiler with his superiors, and perhaps it is a great piece of impertinonee
on my part o do so, but I cannot understand their making it a sine qmt noii, that a
boy should have two year,,' training, when one is ample, and offering £25 for wliat
they know must cost at least £50. The third class reserve is a mistake. It is a
miJtterof no imi^ortanee to the Admiralty or the comitry where tho men for the •

reserve come irum. Le! us draw our reserve from tho best merchant seanu'U who
present themselves, let us put as il were, into the sea the spawn, ^,id let us draw from
sea the fish, but have nothing to do with them in the meantime. Let the mencome trom any source, you know that to keep up the number of men in your
reserve you owe the Merchant Service so many thousands of boys

; put them, there-
fore, into the Merchant Service and draw out yom- full-grown sailor as you
require or can get him. I can see no better plan than the one I advocated in this
tlieatre myself tor improving the royal seamen and the reserve, wliilst at thesame time linking the Merchant Service with the Roval Xaw, wiiich I think, is amost important matter for the country. I cannot understand how we are to
expect, m tunc of war, that you are going to utilize your Naval Reserve men, broughtup as at present wit li totally diflerent ideas.-men who know nothing whatever of
yoursiiips or disciphne, who, as was once said by a gallant Admiral, never have
seen anything of a man-of-war but their outside ; how are you going to get these
...cu to work harmoniously with your continuous service inen,'a totally different class ?
tlievare pertcci ly distinct classes ; the merchant seamen will be placed under men-of-war s men who have ddfercnt symjiathies and ideas, and if thev work well together
to thebe.iehtot the service, it will be a perfect miracle. But the ease would be
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.ludKe brokm down 1 thnik Mr. Donald Currie told us in the last discussion theMerchant ScvMrv obj.H.-te( to Naval Officers, and another gentleman told us that
tlHie wa. no sympathy between the merchant sail,.,- and the man-of-war's man.ihat I liaye always held to he the case, and I said so in this theatre some time ago.

Ztr^ f n r^ '""^\'' cla'-g'-^us feeling is to carry out the svstem I pro-posed before; tliat there shoulil be an iiuerchangeableness between the two
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"°/ ''!''' '? '^"' Ivemendous deterioration of merchant sean 3n. orticimposib.htyot gettmgthe small number of men we should require; I believethe.e are as good fish m the sea as ever came out of it, though the number may be
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eeivice, and no person who knows anything about seamen will expect th.at every man

fine well-trained respectable lads. They are never kept more than a year undertrainmg. or entered under 15 years of age. Tliey cost about £25 each to train Ian also informed that the '• Chicliesters " and •' Arethusa's " bovs are not keptTnorJtnanoncycarundcrtrauung, but 1 have seen less of them than the others.


