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An fwcisioii.'il visitDr to ihr (.nliiiarv pnhlio Ifctnro (in olipm-

istry. wliiisi' fvfs hav.' liwii ila/7.1.;il liy a ilisplay (if tiiTw.ii-ks,

rPKiirils thr siihjei't a« must interesting ami fasciiiatint;. and
snpiKis.'rf that the clicniist's lifu is s|wnt aniul a iM-itiunous

rijunil of liiilliant iiyrot,'clini<s. Thi- studmit, wlictl.cr at

school or I'oilt'KC, takes (|iii^p anotlii-r viinv of llie inattri-, and
viTV fri'.|iiiMilly consiilprs chemistry one of the most difficult

.-inlijects of his conrse. He meets a larije nunilin- of new faots

which iml'ortmiately seem unerinnected with ordinary dailv

life. The nlea is soon formed tliat chemistry is a thin;,' a]iart,

tliat it forms a realm by itself, jiresideil over by a special ff«\
or pi'liless,— a deity, alas, difficnlt to appease and propiti.-ite,

the se( rets of whose kinnilom are most (jrudjjinjily revealed.

Not only are new facts met with, but n<-w theories are

enconntered, and the theories do nut seem to arise from the
facts. If any connection is regarded as e.^istins,' between tlie

two, the theories are snpjxised to be the more fiimlaniental,

the facts striving, if possible, to correspond with them. Tj
many young stiulenta it would be matter of surprise that

chemistry does not han^ .ipon the atomic theory, that a nuni-

lier of the most brilliant and epooh-mak.ug discoveries '.veie

made without its a.ssistaiice, that analyses were carried on and
inanufacture.i engaged in before the theory was enunciated
and that witliout the experimental li.isis pro ided tiy research,

the atomic theory would be of no more value than the unfruit-


