
w THE GUARDED FLAME
_i." *? dmwint^oem aftw dinner, Mr BuiBorna b* »»» .

«» The n^htt wm tumfa, chiUy: fir. w« b^«S
«^y^ her emlwoidery needle. Qoie to her hu.3t
wddoud Aould «y Bore of the fooUA nowl be requiri

^««chMged between one^ mother. «d then fteK«Mto« ?»''?^y«>° tiptoe, carried off the Ump.. HewS
M^ajwdomng book «d work, both unde„tood. l^J

"WiU It tire you to read to me « littl,- more?"

-..tf^ ^'°°'' *'"' •"«"* '<»°«'«1J. brought ftom the

rh^l^bre^M '^r '*"'"«^''^-nd pLedlLl'
!^ ™0, ^r ^ Buigoyne'. elbow. But the c»dleewere only ca:,dl**ndi: one of them wu .lmo.t lostin ito

toS Zu^ **^b«^g by signa Mr Stone was in,tructed

Tl^liTA^" "'.** •»°*"«^"ds. Silently he obey,iThen with dexterous fingers he extracted the other mum.tump, put a penny^^ the .ocket. put the .SmJ JL"hecom^wdhtitaha Then the reading began.
'""°P *"• ""

„„!r!r"^ ^ *^^u
^®' """^ ^' Stone stole away through theopen door mto the next room, where the lamp, were^™i„/

2,J?THK°'tl''i "f" ^'y P'^y'** «>»« childir^game
;
and husband and wife were alone.

Was he asleep ? She had been reading for a quarter of anhour, and the flame trom the guttering 4«pZ^ To

Ae fla^ when her husband's hand upon her arm checkedher. He was not asleep
: he had been watching the candle.


