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'I

nate people to my side of the question. I sliould sny

our side, for of course Marion is one with nie in the

matter. You see, I am a rich man, Wilfrid—really a

rich man, and I naturally wish that Marion should he

made as happy as possible. I do not think she would
be as happy as possible if she were in Eno-land with
me, with a nice place in the country, and a town-house,

and most things that money could bring her, if she

knew that her father and mother were out here li\ ing

a life which, although they have admirably adapted
themselves to it, is yet very different to that to which
they have been all their lives accustomed.

"Now, owing to this absurd freak of my aunt in

making me her heir when my income was already Hve
times as much as I could spend, I have the nuisance of

a large landed estate on my hands. There is a large

house upon it which I suppose jMarion and I will have to

occupy occasionally; and there is another house, which
is known as the dower house, and which is a very snu<j:

and comfortable abode. Now, it is quite clear that I

am the last sort of man to look after an estate. It

would worry me most out of my mind, and would be a

perpetual anno3'ance.

" What I propose is that your father and mother shall

come home and take possession of the dower house, nwd

tliat your father should act as my agent I aving on the

spot, he would be able t(j kceji an eye on the tenants,

receive rents, and that sort of thing, and still be able to

devote a considerable pcjrtion of his time to his favoui'ite

pursuits. I should have the advantage of having an
agent I could absolutely rely upon, and ^lai-ion and I

would have the comfort of having her father and
mother close at hand. It W(juld be a little lonely for

you for a bit, Wilfrid; but you are nearly nineteen


