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the Cabinet ; and hiv^ more or lefs dire6i-

ed or count6ra£ted all its meafures to the

prefent hour. The eftablifhment of immc-*

diate and perfonal influence has been the

leading principle during the whole of thfc

•prefent reign ; to this every view has been

dire£led ; to this every fet of men have

been facrificed in their turn, without hefi-

tation or remorfe, as foon as they would

no longer fubmit to be dilhonoured by its

operation, or had become the execration

of the public by acquiefcing in its deftruct

tive meafures*. It does not come within

the compafs of my plan to trace this bale-

ful principle through the long detail of its

dark manoeuvres for morei than twenty

years ; and it is fully fufEcient for my ar-

gument, that nobody denies or doubts its

exiftence. .. . .v./.;*. .,-,

Since the employment of the immedi*

ate and perfonal influence of the Crown
has been more open);- avowed, attempts

have been made to juftify its principle. The
* Lord North continued long in office, becaufe h« vrti pledfwd

fcr the continuance of the American war, which was a favourite

Court meafure. For the laft year he^was in that unhappy predi-

cament, which leaves only the choice of evils—He couW neither

remain in office with credit or felf-appittbation, or refign with

honour. Tliis was the triumph of fecret influence.
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