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treatkig it even as a criminal Negle£l. Captain Croik'-

Jbanks was fenior Officer: And there is not any Law, r
'^rdery or Preicription, that dire^ed fuch a Confulu-

But, fuppofing there had been a ftrong Injun£lion to the

Senior, to afk die Advice of his Junior Officer ; or that

Captain Crookjhanks had been diffident of himfelft or

entertained a great Opinion of Captain Erjkine^ and, in

oanfequence, earneftly defifous to confult him: Yet

Captain Crotkjhanks was then fo circumftanced, that He

muft either have refolved to a£b without the Advice of

Captain Erjkiru, or relinquifh tfie Enterprize. Becaufe,

k was clear, that fo far from having Tinte to flacken

Sail, to bring the Ships too, to hoift out Boats, to pafs

and repafs, nay, even to fpeak to each other, that if any

of the Operations and Diligences of flackening the Rigg-

ing, taking down the Stauncheons, trimming the Lark^

and other Circumftances abovementioned, had been

ncglcdted, fhe could not have overtaken the Enemy. For

after all that Captain Crookjhanks had done, he over-

hauled the Enemy, merely by little Advantages^ of having

more Wind at particular Times, when the Enemy had

lefs; which is often known to be the Cafe of Ships

chacing each other in fine Summer Weather : But, as to

any DitTercnce of going between the three Ships, it was

fcnrccly perceptible ; nor could this fail of being obferved

on board the Warwick all that Day, and indeed during

the whole Voyage \ which might have ferved as an Ad-

monition to Captain Erjkine.^ not to fcparate from his

commanding Officer, more cfpecially in the Night, and

in the Manner he did, as will be fairly reprefented.

And here it will not be impertinent to afk, if Captain

Erfnine exerted himfelf, by making all the Operations and

Diligences that were in hisPower ? for, if he did, he might
'

hiive come up with the Enemy fooncr than theX^ri.
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