
THE FISHKRIES DISPUTE

Di:Ak Alk. I^vari'S : The necessity of some decisive ac-
tion by tile (luvernment to arrest tlie vexations and harass-
ing treatment of onr fishermen l^y tlie Canadian antlioritics

is recognized Ijy tlie cnnntry, as well for the protection of
onr own rights as for the avoidance of a breach of onr
harmonious relations with Great Jiritain ; and the passage
in the Senate by 46 to I of Senator I'Almunds' bill to au-
thorize the President to protect and defend the rights of
American fishing vessels, American fishermen, and Ameri-
can trading and other vessels in certain cases for other pur-
poses, seems to show that the Senate shares the judgment
of the country that a continuance of the policy under which
such annoyances are possible would be a mistake, and that

their further toleration is forbidden by a decent regard to

the riglits ot our fishermen, and to the peace, interest, and
dignity ol the nation.

Upon the question how far the bill is calculated to dis-

turb our friendly relations with Great Britain, tlie New
York llcralti reports your views as follows :

Mr. lu-.irts argued in support of tlie bill, wliicli he said, was not
in the iiaUiru of a menace or tcndin;^- at all in that direction. It was
the duty of Congress to take the subject away from local disturbance,
irritation, and resentments. So far from the Ijill tendini,^ to war or
tendin;^ to underage, il was intendetl to have a contrary effect. It was
an innnediate announcenient to the people that they had only to trust

their protection, not to personal resentment, but to the Government of
the United States, and when the opening summer should liring .ibout

the recurrence of the fishing season and of the lishing dangers, the
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