
n/ac;a/<a /jv ///storv.

tlu" l.ikfs bovDiul, nu'Utiiiiiinjj, in luii-

ncctioii tlurt'witli, a cataract and a poi-

tage, Lt'scarhot, in hia "History of

New Fraiii'i'," puMisIicd in iTxmj, ti-lls

of tiiis in his story of ("artier' s voyage.
Tliis is the caHic'st rufi-rrucc (1535) to

tho(irt'at Laki- n-j^inn and Nia^jara's

catar.ict.

Chanijilain, in his " Des Sauva^H-s,"

piiljHshid ill l6(),v spi-alcs of a "fall."

which clearly, is Niagara.

and on tiic map, in his

"\'()yaj;es," pul^lishcd in

I fit 3, he locates a river

with such approximate ex-

actness as to 1)0 the Ni.»>,'ara

luyond doubt, and in tliat

river lie indicates a " sault

d'eau," or water fall.

In 1^)15 Idienne nrnlc,

who was Chanii)lain's inter-

preter, was in that vicinity,

in the territory of the Neu-
ter nation, and may have
been the first |)ale-face to

have seen the Falls. In

1626 the Franciscan priest

Joseph de la Roche Dallion

was on the Niaj^ara river in

the course of his missionary

labors among the Neutrals.

It is more than probable

that at this date the Ni-

agara route westward, as

itistinguished from the Ot-

tawa route, was known and
had been traversetl by white

men—the French traders or

"coureurs de bois" previ-

ously mentioned. In the

1632 edition of his " Voy-
ages," Champlain again,

though inaccurately, lo-

cates on his map a river

which cannot be any other

than the Niagara, and quite accurately

locates also a " waterfall, very high,

at the end of Lake St Louis (Ontario),

where many kinds of fish are stunnetl

in the descent."

In 1640 the Jesuit fathers Brebeuf
and Chaumonot undertook their mis-

sion to the Neuter nation, the existence

of the famous river of this nation having
been familiar to the Jesuits before this

d.itt'. They trosscd from tin- westerly

to tlu; »'.i>>lerly slinrc of the Ni.igara

river, re tossing ag.iin, near where the

\ill.ige of l.cwiston now stands, when
their mission proved unsuccc-shil. In

thej<'suit Rel.itions wi" find refer<iices to

this region. In lli.it of I'l.ji. piililished

in Hip. I'atlur l.'.MKiiieiit spe.iks of

'the Neiitt-r iiilion. ( )iv4iii.i,ihr,i. hav-

ing tlu" same 11 ime as the river," and

jg^^


