
^'^' THB Pl'RLK' DEBT.
The public debt of Canada is a heavy burden and a serious drag upon our

progioHs, and tiie gross intHtest charyo, ainoiintin*; for the year 1M95 to l8lO,4<)6,294,

IH an onerr)iiH annual drain which can only U; reduced by the diminution of the

public debt. This debt has been reckU^ssly incurred, and the spending of the

money has no doul)t been a pleasant pastime. The payment of tlio debt will bo

a diH'erent matter, and will cost <Hurt, .self-denial, economy and sacrifice.

On dune JiOtli, l.SS).^, th<' f^KKss public dei)t amounted'to 8:118,04^,754. From
this auK/unt, according' to tlie Public Accounts, is to bo deducted assets to the

amount of ?()4,97.1,827, loavijijr the not debt at that date l$2o.S,074,i>27. This
puiii is c(|Uid to a cliarfj[e of S.")() per liead upon each individual in the Dominion,
and is a mort^'age of !J10 per acre on each acre of improved land in the Dom-
inion. Tlu> not <lcbt has increa.sed over !iJl 12,oOO,000 since Mr. Mackenzie went
out of otlice in 1S7S.

1*1 KLir EXPENDITURE HAM I\€KE;i.HE» AMRMIKGLY.
Since ('onloderation in lH(i7, the public expenditure has increased aiarm-

injrly. Coniiiiencin^' with :Si:i,4.S().0li^2 in l«(;7-«, it hail ri,s.'n to |3.S,1.•12,000 in

lS!)4-5. On July Ist, IhOH, the eatimatod population of the Donunion was
3,.'320,00(>. On duly l.st, 1895, the estimated population was but little over

6,000,000, ,sliowin<,' an increa.se of population during the period of a fraction over
forty-twi> per cent., while the increase of expenditure for the same period was
J24,fi4(i,00(), or over ISO per cent. The increase of the net debt during the .same

periinl was ;J170,4,'54,.").->iH, or 22.5 per cent.

Mr. Mackenzie came into office November 8th, IS73. The expenditure for

that fiscal year amoimted to S2.'{,31G,316 ; 1877-8 was his last full fiscal year in

office, and the expenditure for that year was )8-d,.')().S,lo8. An increase lor the

term of only ?l8(),842. For a portion of the fiscal year ending June IJOth, 1879,

Mr. iMuckeiizie's administration was responsible, as it held office till October lOth,

1878, making three months and ten days of the year

The total annual ordinary exptsnditure for the Domi-
nion in 1878 was $23,503,000

The total ordinary admitted expenditure in 1895 38,132,000
Excess of "xpondituro over what it was when Mr,

Mackenzie left office 14,629,000

In 1874 the totiil ordinary expenditure was S23,310,000 and in 1879 it was
$2 4,4 '> 5,000. During the Lil>eval regime, therefore, the increase of expenditure
Was, during the five year-», only a little over a million dollars..

The total t^ixes collected in 1878 amountcl to 317,841,000, and in 1894 to

S27,57'.>,000. Outside of Uixes the revenue bt>twecn 1878 and 1894 only increased

by §4,262,000. <Page xxxii,. Pub. Accts., 1894.)

Comparison in Expenditure, 1878, 1893.
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