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I'Olltlitiulis I ti)!.n'tllir with rilliiTs lil'ii't'lv iillllillf' . I'cciMll (lis-

I'lis.siitii III till' Hi i.i.i.'I'IN < *iiiil liioiiiriit tlic iiidii liil ilis|iutr in

(Iri'iit Hiiliiiii ti> siicli ii stii^'c tliiit, li,\ Htl4, iiiiiny felt that

Micli jri'iii'ral stnkfs witc iriiiriiiiciit. as woiihl iiiiioiiiit almost

to, if they did not tnd in. a rcvoliition. T\\>- waf suddenly

diverted atfeiitioM from the i|uarrel. Thonvh some domestie

l)ii-keriii<.' has i-oiitiinied. a'l parties hnally joined hands in the

siiperlimuiin effort ajraiiist tl e common enemy. Tlie war has,

at least for the present, removed from Capital all self-eom

|)laeeney. uliirli was a lai;.'. factor in tin- domestic strife. The

nation is alread.v lace to facr with an inconceivalile deht which

is moiintin!-' at an appalling.' rati. The food snni)l> is threat-

ened. The nation is about to put forth its extreme exertion.

There is no room now for oM ipiarrels. Dust and coliwelis have

lieeii cleai'cd away. Kii^rland is ncvi'r at licr liest until her

liaek is to the wall, it I'eipiircd thri'c years of war to hrush

away the last cohweli of •«, if i-omplacciic\ . Shr is now in.t

only thoroiii.'hl.\ aroused to fii.'litin^' mood, hut has had her

creative eiierirv (piii-kcncd liy tl risis. jn tic awful throes

and a;.'ony of ilic past yeai- of war. Hritain l;roU'_'hl f(u-th

an iiidusti-ial idea uliicli, if hroadly and wisely hacked up in

future hy educational |irc|)a rat ion, sci'ins calciilati'il to effect

such a revolution in industrial relationships as will remove the

iiudifrn social results of the pcrnicMous economic policy follow-

ed since the indiisti'ial revolution of a century aj-'o. In the

blackest year of the war. .just jiast, the British (lovcrnment

appointed a < 'ommission whose princiiial work was to iinpiire

into the eauses of industrial unrest and to mako .siifrjrestions

for removini.' the causes of discontent. Tlie work was quickly

and thorou'/lily done. The wiioh' country was divided into

eifrht industrial areas to each of which was detailed a small
( 'oiiiiiiis.sion of iliici'. coiisistin^f of one re p resent at i^e of em-
ployi-rs, oi f labour, and an impartial chairman. Their re-

ports will prove of <.'reat economic value. While these indus-

trial I'ommissions were at work, a short preliminary report

was .sent to each by a sub-coiiuuittee of the reeently created

Reconstruction Department. wJiieh at that time had merely
the status of a coiiimitteo appointed to eonsider the whole prob-


