
(iiy Bv Virtue of the Natural Div. ne Right the Church
Possesses .Sovereign Authorivy.

Ij;i| Having shown lh.it the Church is entitled to sover-
i-ij^Mi authority hy virtue nt the ]) .siMve <H\inc law, wc will
l)rucecd to show that She is, moreover, entitled to Sovereignty
by virtue of tiie natural law. For, it is an a.\ioin nf juris-
prudomx- ihat a ['crfcct society is, by ri^' ' of nature, iself-

g. Vfrnini; and sovereign. Xow, the' Chui. u is notonouslv
what jurists call "a perfict society."

A society is the union of ratiojial beings 'or the jiursuit
of a a mmon end. It is ()erfect if its end is perfect and if,

besides, the means at it, di>po~al for tlic attainment of sucii
end are fullv adequate. In other words, a society is perfect
i.e., s If-sufTicient and mdepL-ndent, if its end is supreme and
subordinate to n i other, and if it depends upon no other for
the means to th. t end.

In the niHirnl
, rder, the one perfect societv is that vvuich

{<! has for its oiid th- u/iol- compas- of man's ihjlnral wel-
fare, rot merely a fraction thereof—and which \h'\ possesses
the means proi)ortionate to the end. Thus, civil society in its

51'preiiH- form exclusively— as empire, monarchy or republic
—may U- ealK'd a p;^rfect society.

(Jther n.itural societits -;•.>.. the rity, the municipa-
lity, etc.- an- obviously imperfect societies, since they can
only meet a f-ortion of the natural ant', social needs and want^
of man, and are thus necessarily subordinate to the .Sovereign
society, upon which they themselves de[)cnd for perfect pro-
tection or individual indcix-ndence, for the benefits of pro-
gressive civilization, and for all social blessings.

In the siipcniatiiral order, the particular churches and
especially the religious Orders are imperfect societies, since
they are no/ self-sufficient and cannot even work out their own
salvation independently of the Perfect Society called "The
Catholic Church"—from which they derive the right to exist
and the very breath of supernatural life.

The one perfect su|)ernatural sceiety existent upon earth
is the Churcn Militant.

She is perfect, and immca-urably superior to a'l natural
societies, by rea:on of the int lite su,. riority of her end or
object, and of her absolute self-sufficiency in the disposal of
the moans frir attaining that end.

Her object or end is to continue the mission of Jesus
Christ here below, viz., to introduce Him personally, as well
as His Religion, into the human soul.—and thus to raise up
fallen man, to Christify man r.nd fit him for the face to face
vision of God in heaven.

Such a sublime end is the highest conceivable and, by
Lons-'quence can be subordinate to no other.
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