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wbole boundary between Newfoundland aud
Canada ?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. It is ln re-
spect of the wbo]e boundary.

Mr. FOSTER. Not sixnpiy Quebec ?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. No. But my
hon. friend remembers that the iower part
of the territory belongs to Quebec and the
upper part to Canada, s0 that Quebec and
the Dominion are both interesteti. In a
matter of this kind, Canada would have
the riglit of eminent domaini and miglit dis-
pense wlth the consent of Quebec. But, as
Quebec wouid be brouglit into the dispute,
she shouiti be given the opportunity to do
the best possible for lier own interest. My
bon. friend froin Macdonald (Mr. Staples)
says that wc should have brouglit ln a con-
crete Bill. But, even thougli we had
brouglit ln a Bill and it had been passeti by
King, Lords and Commons, or, as we would
say, by the Governor General, the Senaâte
andi the House of Commons, nobody would
be more bouati than by this resolution. A
Bill passed by this parliament upon this
matter wouid flot be binding upon Manil
toba. We must have the consent of Mani-
toba to anything we do bere ln order to
make it effective. We propose bere cer-
tain boundaries for the province of Mani-
toba. These miay be, or may be not, satis-
factory to that province ; If that province
doeg flot accept the Bill, the Bill la nuil and
vold.

Mr. STAPLES. Then, wby did not the
Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrld Laurier) open
negotiations four months ago wlth the gov-
ernment of Manitoba ln order that we might
arrive at a conclusion ?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. Weil, we
have done a gooti many things ln the last
four months. And I must say I was taken
by surprise when I saw the hast memorial
of the province of Manitoba, altogether go-
ing back on what was understood to, be
ber contention. Tbey were- understood
to, daim that they sbouhd be givea land
Instead of money, but now they propose a
money consideration. We hati to, look Into
that andi It Invohved a gooti deal of work.
We had f0 go into the whole hlstory of the
financial transactions of this goverament
with the government of Manitoba, and tbey
are pretty vohumuinous. I think that no lss
than seven or ciglit times during the time
that Manitoba bas been- ln confederation,
the financial terms of the province have
been aitered. So, we bave some anxlous
work to do ln order to reach a conclusion.
I find that- ln 1870, ln 1873, ln 1876, ln
1879, la 1882, ln 1884 and 1885, the financial
arrangements of Manitoba were altered and
that on every occasion Manitoba was given
better terms. We had to look Into ail these
thinga so that we could se whether the
present proposition of Manitoba could be
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entertained. At hast we conchudeti that If
wouhd be safer to negotiate with Manitoba.
We couiti have got nothlag by a Bil, aad
therefore we have taken the best course
by thus cailing attention t0 their dlaim and
asking what sbouid be given. We have to
deai with the province on Its dlaims and
satisfy those dlaims, as we hope we shahl
be able to, do. Wben this is donc the sub-
ject wll be ready for legisIation. But now
the discussion bas taken another tura la
the position which bas been taken by hon.
gentlemen from the maritime provinces.
My hon. frienti from, Kings and Albert
(Mr. Fowier) bas taken the position that the
policy we bave adopted is unf air to the
maritime provinces, and that they are en-
titied to some compensation, because the
territories wbich were acquireti ln 1869 in
the Hudson Bay district were paid for by
the Dominion of Canada, anti that If we
dispose of them, we should give some com-
pensation to the maritime provinces. Weli,
the question ls not new, it lias been raiseti
before, and it bas receiveti no solution sncb
as the bon, gentleman now desires. Those
territories were acquireti la 1869, andi Ia the
year foihowing. the parliameat of Canada
carveti ont of them a certain domain for
the province of Manitoba. But no compen-
sation was asked by the maritime provinces.
Later on when we approprlated a certain
portion of that domain for the new pro-
vinces of Saskatchewan andi Alberta, we
made the same disposition.

Mr. FOWLER. Would not the rigbt hon.
gentleman see a distinctioil between the
carving out of this terrltory a new pro-
vince and adding ont of this territory to
the provinces forming part of coafedera-
tion whca Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
came ln?

Sir WILFRID LAURIE4R. Does -the bon.
gentleman believe it inakes any difference?
The basis of our national lfe ls a federa-
Uive system. This country la coversd
by provinces, that is the Idea whicb
we bave always bad before ns. Tbat bas
been the case ln thc Unitedi States. The
Unitedi States purchaseti territory fri-an
France, Lonisiana and from other coun-
tries. Sie that time ber policy bas
been to turn those territories Into states,
formIng now thc Americxm Union. This is
the object ws aim at. Fo! sny part, I re-
gret that thc chimatic conditions are anch
ln ths new .terrltory thbat It cannot be
created into new provinces. I wish we
coniti form a new province on the Hud-
son bay, I wlub we could form, a new
province ont of the *Mackenzie river terri-
tory, I wisb ws coulti foim a new pro-
vince of Ungava. But wbile it la a wisb
I devoutly entertain, evsry man must ses
tbat sucli a tbing ls Impossible. No man,
1 arn sure, f rom. tbe maritime provinces
preteads that we coulti forrn new Provinces
out of that territory. If, tben, that terri-
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