
ALONG TUIE ATIIAB)ASCA

'Mien lie spoke it was not a eommand,
it was an expressed wish, yet bis
slîghitest wishi was carried out withiout
a murmur. The nien saw lie ofteu
took the heaviest end lliniseif, and at
niglits, whieu ail were dead tired, sund
hiad crept to their blankets in tii.
teut, lie wouild still b. studying mnaps,
and writing by the liglit of the fire.

Tiie young surveyors were boyisb
aud keen, but feurftilly plagued( by
the swarms of mosquitoes, guats,
saudflys, auts ;-all tii, myniad husts
of inseet lite that take no rest vither
day or niglit, and are detormiued
that no man shial do su either. It
was an uuending, weary flght against
theni, sud iuany a nigit the. boys
dozed by the. fire, iustead ef going
to the tent, for the, smeke kept thiein
off a littie anyway.

The two Amuoicans were more har-
deuned te the mosquitoes, but both
suif ered from rhoumatism lu the. rainy
weatiier, the. resuit of hardihood.

Ail woe dark flanuel shirts,
mackinav ceats sud overails, sud
seme were meccasins. Tiioy ail looed
burut aud brevu, sud very weary.

It had boeua tryiug day. A por-
tageof etight miles had beeu neces-

quey Te tho an eamp ug-loa sd the

canflb the uotnet mh eu udh

their hecads if they wished. Othe(r
suvyparties: were coiug ini, and

theyýN were almost sure to meet some,-
one they knew; it would be a welcomie
c-hange after miouths i the. wilder-

eV eing no fresli faes;, and hear-
ing no fe5

Still, Douglas Ward was rather
nervouis of stopping-houses. Hiaif-
breeds and lindiaus are notoriouis
gambhlers, and at a sopiu)tg-lhowie h.e
wvas nee uethat the. eauoes. pro-
visions, guns, ete., would lie forth-
Poming inio i.niorniiug. Wheu an
Indian begin- to gamible, bis favour-
ite c-auoe, or bis preoioiis guin or rifle,
have just thie %aealuie as Ibis st
cent; lie will bet one just ils easily
as thie other.

Douglas liad had tuis gainbling
propensity of the. Indians impressed
upon bis mmid iu Fort MeMurray in
the suinmer. H1e saw eight soleiun old
Chiefs sittiug in a cirele on the. grass,
while oue stood by them, waitmng.
Tiiinkiug to hear seme werds ot ivis-
dom f rom tbis Great Couneil, lie
drew near and listeued. There was
net a sound, ani it seemed moit niys-
tenions. They had an old red blanket
stretched ali over their feet aud
bauds, aud under thia were strauge
weird mevemeuta. Suddenly the
Chie t anding by made a quick jump
and seized somethiug moviug under
the blauket, speaking excitsdly iu
Blackfoot as lie did su. Douglas un-
derstood enougli te knew that lie was
lbettiug oue eayuse ou something. He
wa8 takoii on at once, while mauy
smiles vent round the eircle, snd
great struggles nder the. blanket.

But the. eayuse-better held ou to
the ebjeet he had grabbed, aud it
vas brouglit tu liglit amid thep de-

of all the solemu old Chiefs. It was
a baud, tightly clenched. Wheu
foreed open thon. was expoaed the.
silver paper cap eff a sait bottie.

Over this valuable article Douglas
diaeuvered that a viiole buueh ot
cayuses had changed hands that dayl


