
THE TRUE WIFE

fdll uipon lier lap and reniained,4 there,
Open but unread for- thc neixt hiour,
for it took lier anr hour reviewing the
e.Vents thalt liad cu11lnitedl in that
blow.

"hie had nrY questions tri ask ber-
self. the first was, had site ever reailly
loved that miait whomn site now loathied
more tiraite mi(-iost odious things iii
file world?

.she eold nleyer have had any love
for hin. Shle had acete is WOO_
ing of lier because site liad fancied
that slie couldit flot endure lier fatlier's
seco(i1( nd arriage. lier father -was S3ir
Hunbert Perey, and since flie death
,if fils wife, site had beeni thc mnistreas
(iftirle hbuse, and( lad been very
proud of hier position. Peiriey Plac
M'as al big hbuse, but nuo onef -ouild
sayv that it liad fallen off in the seille
of its bospitalities whule sIe had dia-
eliarged the duities o! liostess. Site
knew tbis, and wheni one day, three
years after the death of lier miother,
ber father told lier thnt lie was abouit
tri marry again aie baad feit very
indignant. It was ini vain thnt Sir
Hutburt liad explained to, lier tInt skie
would have as mneh more freedom
uinder thie altered régime titan ship liad
before, site feit that bis intention tIo
mnrry again was equivalent to an
announeement that skie lad failed in
ber duty. She lad gone away tri
live witb ber aurat li another county
and within a year sie had aeeepted
the. offer of marriage made to her by

8Stephen bacon intimately-said that
thie match would b. a brilliant one for
ber; for biacon Park wa a noble
property, anad a good many people
esltimai. thie brilliancy of a marriage
on a property basis. But iu the.
county there wcre somie who wcre
ready to nffirm. that tire girl who
hoped to make 8tephen bacon happy

vanity, and some oft tiem reached tiie
er oft Stella Percy'u fatii.r. He

warued ber-ash. remeambered now as

sk;ie satf Mi fronit o! Iile fire in lier
roo111 Wiih anr achinig lieald, how lier
father hadii warned bier ard )lit onfly
givenl Iis consent fi lier inatrriagýe
with reueane.Bt skie liadt Iefn
sel f-lld shc had refusied tg) listenl
to atîy 'ou i[se'l, and she had marrie<t

Before a inonthli ait passed slie lad
learnied sonietihing of Ili,; nature, and
tliat knowledg4e wats a rev-elation ti)
lier. Skie lad not thoughî it possible
that anly mareli living coffld lie of a
nature suopod tr il the ideas slip
hadl fornied o! wiaî al mait miiglit lie.
A% mar111! Ile oseednonre o! iliose
qua111ltes whIicî- she hald believed tri
lie comniol to ili menl-a sense o!
hionour, ant liitIint oif reverece, for
a urmalinll> i~Iy ecatue idie was a

womnan, a desire to pr th e weak
agzaint tile strong. AI] the-se qlii-
tics went witli manhood, sie lad
always mupposedl, and aeîe was4 slioeked
te id tînt lier litsbitnd( waa defieieiit
mitail. Fromflie firstheh ailtreatéd
lier more ais al servant tiin a wife;
tliis wvas wlen lie was at lits 4,4ut.
No servant. would have remainied a
day in hi$ hlis. if treatedl as lit,
treat.d bier wlien at bis worut. lie
madle no pretenre o! baving any sipe-
tien for ber, and( when onme day,
exaspertedt lieyond enduirance, rIe
lrad demanndeof him to gy wh le
had ever asked ber to marry him, lie
liad given that cynical latigh ta which
skie bad liecome aecustomed mnd mic,

-l married yen for tisi-thi.--
you were se hig isuid mighty 1
thought 1 sheuld 11k, to bring you
douai tri te level of the rest oft usq."

That wns three years agê. 8h. had
suffered humiliation atter humilia-
tion at his hands; but until this day
be b.d neyer actually struek ber.
lie lad comumand of the countleff
ways lu whieh a cruel mnan-an
unmanly man-can wound a woman
without raising his bond againet ber.
She did not 1i.lieve it possible that
even h. would ever b. guilty o!
hrutality mueh as hi.; but ah. fouind
that ahte md been mistsken. He b.d
struek ber, simply because ahe b.d


