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ing to statesmanship. In fact this character­
istic must be universal, for Fabre has a passage 
on it in his description of scarabs. When one 
of them finds a treasure others help him in 
just that way. I am being explicit on the point, 
for the theme of this chapter is modesty as it 
affects the relations between countries. Being 
somewhat modest in my claims to modesty 
I feel competent to discuss the matter with 
the necessary intellectual aloofness.

“The trouble with Canadians,” said the 
candid and helpful American, “is that they 
are too cocky!”

That made me tingle to my last pin-feath­
er, but fortunately I am of Scotch ancestry 
and the obvious witty retort did not flash 
back instantly. In fact I was rather dazed, 
but somewhere deep down in my conscious­
ness I felt the need of taking the criticism in a 
friendly spirit, for if a man starts out to pro­
mote harmonious relations he must not be 
quick to take offence. Not knowing what 
else to do I smiled affably, which was quite


