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tlit'sc |)aj^t'8 will be publisluHl sonic months ItittT

than they wltc inttMidcd to appfar.

I am Ht'iisibh' that this must somewhat detract

from any value they may possess ; for the progress

of events is so rapid in the times in which we live,

that even the delay of a few months has made more

than oiu! material change in the aspect of affairs,

and my remarks will consequently be found in

these cases to have reference to a state of things

which has since been altered. Instead of attempt-

ing to correct what I had written, so as to make

it ci)rrespond with more recent information, I have

thouglit it better to affix to each of these Letters

the date at which it was finished, and in readhig

them I would request that these dates may be

borne in mind.

I have spoken of the Colonial Policy described

in the following Letters as that of the Administra-

tion of which I was a member, because I conceive

it to have been so both constitutionally and in

fact; but I am far from desiring by this to

diminish my own responsibility. Though the Se-

cretary of State entrusted with the Department of

the Colonies receives much assistance from his Col-

leagues, and though the most important measures

which it is his duty to carry into effect ought to


