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meet and how much. I have only nntlieiitiu data us to tlio prodiictH

of the Canadian dominion as late lut 18tiO, and tboHO I den ve' from
Mr. Derby's report, made in 18()7, Of course in ton or fifteen years

their population and products have iucrcaacd. I give the following

table

:

Fopnlation
Honm
Csttie
Sheep
Swine
Com, bnshels

—

Wheat, btub.ela..
Oato, baaheU
Barley, boshela..
Potatoea, buahela
Batter, pounds...

rotted SUteR. Canada.'

SI, 738, 831

7,857,000
88,731,31.%
83,898,807
35,fl60,a»l

887,684,388
170,176,087
179,08»,095

A 889, 898
157,6!W,000
430,678,038

3, ,101, 888
783, 744

3,375,937
a, 317, 781
1, 878,609
8,684,100
88,813,760
43,634,806
3,698,031
39,306,330
33,703,834

Xova Scotia.

330,699
38,789
136,357
888,180
51,333
3T,47S

897,15?
1,384,437
196,097

1,986,780
3,613,880

From this table it wiP be seen that the Canadas, representing 8 per
cent, of the po; alation of the United States, produce more than their
proportion of horses, cattle, and sheep: twice its proportion of wheat;
three times its proportion of oats and barley ; an average of batter,

but less of swine and com. It is plain that agriculture has engaged
the m%|or part of their activities, and, if they cannot be saiuto be
our rivals, their products are so large as to offer considerable and
constantly increasing competition.
When the former treaty of 1854 was made, our whole country was

comparatively free of debt ; we were doing business on a sonnd cnr-

renoy, and were ready for any race with equals ; bnt now, although
the national debt is so a^Jnsted as to be carried with but little incon-
venience, the States, counties, cities, and towns are still heavily bur-
dened by indebtedness incurred daring the late war as well as by the
oontinnance of the war made paper le^al-tender ; and therefore for
some years to come the cost of production will be, as it has been, so
exceptionally increased as to place ns at an obvious disadvantage
with neighbors who have yet had no snch untoward incidents in thei^

history. We cannot at present afford to produce horsei*, cattle, and
sheep, wheat, peas, oats, butter, and potatoes at the bottom prices of
Canadian markets; nor can we at present venture to accept of the
nnrestricted competition to which wo are invited, even in the man-
nfHOtnres of iron, wood, wool, cotton, and leather, with neishbors
where all the labor and most of the raw materials ai^ to be had at
far less cost than in the United States, and with neighbors, too, aa
exempt from taxation as tiiey are from many of the costly Improve-
ments and institutions demand*^ by the people of a large republio
and by an enterprising and enlightened age.
Our markets are sustained by forty-two millions of people, beyond

all question the largest consumen( »«r capita In the world, and the
Canadian markets are sustained by fess than foor millions of people,
loosely stamng acrossabroad continent in an elongated and disjointed
beltscarcely more than fifty miles wide, and like our own frontiers-

men of early times having limited wants and no luxnrions habits.

Their markets are few and relatively inferior—offering no advan-
tages to ns, while our markets are s* many, extensive, and accessible,

that they may be always reckoned for nearly all commodities at least
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