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Chap.YXVIII froMtbcTc7iri6$Sy to 1112. 755

cxpcdlcd from hrtnce^ with a coofidcrablc Number of Men and
Arms, which his Holitiefs was then in crcat wanr of, as a)/b to

coiiiitciiancc the Negotiations of the laid Marquis de Trit* at the

Court oi Rome, it was determined at a Council of War, held in Li- ^r^c'i i<nf-

vorne Road the 30th of Otlobir 1 708, to remain in thole Seas a (2,"'
'Vl, r-

Month longer, if ihc Service lliould require it, and that Ships frould iil^t'tZTcfi't

be kept cruifing in the Bocca of 'PiombinOt or thereabouts, to in-
^<""''

tcrcept the atbrcnientioucd Gallics.

Notwithllanding three of our Ships had been employed off of
Torto Lon^one, on the Iflaiui of FJba^ ever fincc Sir Ed'jiard
11 hitakir arrived at Livorue , the German General had not made
any Attempt againft if, nor lo much as embarked any Troops for

that Service ; but the Ships obliged the Enemj' to retire from Or-
bitelhy which they were bombarding, and had taken three Towers,
which very much annoyed the Place; during which time four of the
Pope's Gallics paHlng by Livorne^ ihcTork and Fitme purfucd them, s«»;# <./ ti,t

but there being little Wind, they got away by the help of their ^»/""'<«^'"

Oars.
J J r ^,,^„^.

The Imperial Troops were on their March about the middle of
November, within forty Miles of Rome, io that there was hopes
of a ipcedy Ac«rommodation at the Pope's Court ; but at this

time the Iniperialills had nothing (b much at heart as the Redudlion

of SicilVt lo that it was likely the King of Spain would be difap-

Eointed of the promilcd 1 joops from Ita{y for Service in Catalonia
;

ut during Sir Edward's (lay at Livorne, he received a Letter from
hisMajefty, giving him an Account that the Enemy had not only be-

(icged T>enia \\\Valencia, but given out that they would, after n* F.ntmy

rhar, attack Alicant, having fifteen Ships of the Line of Battel to ^''f"i'
'^'=""-

favour their Dcfigns ; for which reafon, and left they (hould block

up the King in Catalonia, his Majcfly earneftly preMcd him not to

als the ^treights, as required by Orders left him oy Sir John Leake,

ut to remain on the Coafts of Spain, for that othcrwile he would
charge to him all the Misfortunes which might happen to his Affairs.

I'he King alfo acquainted him that four of the Ships left with

Ills Majclty were failed to Finaly to bring the Troops from the

Milanefe, and dcfired that in his return he would call at that Port,

and accompany them, for their greater Safety.

This Letter of the King of Spain's was inforced by one from Ge-
neral Stanhope, who let him know the great Misfortunes which fi'""^"' Stan-

might attend his leaving the Coa^.s of Spain unguarded, fincc the ^/°''^'^

^Jll'ons

French by returning might prevent all Communication, and thereby mnainmi m
cxpofe the Army in Catalonia to a toial want of Provifions, that '^' streigius.

Country being fb far exhaufted as not to be able to furniih liifiici-

cnc for a Fortnightv ib that, in fuch cafe, they fhould be obliged ro

give up the Country to any who would demand it.

U()on thefe two prcfTmg Letters it was determined, notwithftand-

ing the late Rcfblutions taken ac a Council of War, that as foon as

the Squadron could be furnilhed with Provifions and NccefTaries at

L'fvorne, it fliould immediately proceed and join the Ships at Va- Rtfuit of a

do, and thence fail to Barcelona , in order not only to drive the ^'"'""' 'f
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